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Attorno; Oenortl 


Sardi 20 J IMS 
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1 - Hr. Hohr 
X - Mr. De Lo ac h 
1 - Hr. Sullivan 
1 - Hr. Belnont 
1 - Hr. Roseo 
X - Hr. Halley 
X - Hr. McGowan 
1 * Hr. Hlnes 
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mnaqsrSUBJCCT3 ; 

TlQlJ4.l VZX> - V1CT2H 

cxvìl aiorrs - xl£cxich 

Sncloaod Xm a noporandun nettine forth background 
Information Ivmodiatoly arailnMe concernine Viola Liuzzo 
wbo tom *bot and klllod no or Solca, Alabama, oc thè night 
ol E&rd 25, 1965, and bar ha ab and Anthony J. Lìuxxo» 


Tiri, • Information has alno been fursiobed to 
thè Vhlto Bodso. 


X - Tbo Doputy Attoraoy Sonerai (Caciosuro) 

X • Hr. John Doar (Eoe lo auro) 

Actlog Assiatant Attoraoy Genomi 
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1 ) Mr.* Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
' 1 - Mr. SullIvan 
1 - Mr. Belsont 


March 26, 1965 


1 

UHKNOWH SUBJBCTS; 1 
TIOLA LIUZZO - VI CTI 11 1 

* 1 


Mr. Bosen 
Mr. Mailer 
Mr. McGovan 
Mr. Hi nee 


▲ check of thè Michigan Secretary of State, 
thè Detroit Police Department and thè Detroit FBI files 
shovs thè folloving Information concerning Viola Lluzzo who 
vaa shot and killed near Selsa, Alabama, on thè night of 
March 25, 1965, and her husbaad Anthony J. Lluzzo. 


The Detroit, Michigan, Police Dopartmont files 
reveal that Viola Lluzzo, born Aprii 11, 1925, at California, 
Pennsylvania, residence 19375 Marlove, Detroit, Michigan, 
trae arrested on Judo 16, 1964, for "failing to send children 
to school.” Ho disposltion vas shovn for this arrest. 

The files of thè FBI Detroit Office dlsclose that 
Viola Lluzzo, no address given, wrote a letter to thè "Detroit 
Free Press." a Detroit dally nevspaper, bellttllng thè 
Government's attack on Jones B. Boffa, President of thè 
International Brotherhood of Teassters. 



The records of thè Michigan Secretary of State's 
Office, Lonsing, Michigan, indicate that a Michigan operatosi* 
lice ose vas issuec. to Viola Lluzzo, born Aprii 11, 1925, 
residence 19375 Marlove, Detroit, on Aprii 16, 1963, Her 
descrlption ls given as vhite fonale, blond hair, gray eyes, 
height 5 teotjrs inchea, velgbt 127 pounds, no Vision restriction. 
fin *•»!(»« y 


The records of thè Michigan Secretary of Statele 


Office also indicate that a chauffeurfe llcense vas issued to . 
Anthony Jamek^Liuzzo, bora October 5, 1913, residence 
19375 MarloVe, Detroit rf^The llcense ls to expire May 5, 1965. 
Lluzzo ls descrlbed as a vhite salo, height 5 feet 10$ lnches, 
veight 192 pounds, blue eyes, black hair, vlth no Vision 
restriction. 
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{ wts; - A 1963 Oldsnobile coup* vltb 1965 Michigan UetiiM^ 
Sf 9177 le registered to Anthony I. Liuezo, 19375 XarlON^/dl 
Detroit, Michigan. — ; ........ .■." 


Tb* 1964 City Directory (or thè Meat aldo ©f ' J * 
Detroit r*vaalo that Anthony J. Diurno and hls alfe, Viola 
realdo ut 19375 Karlove, Detroit, and he la enployed aa a ' 
bua Ina ss agent for thè Teaa>*tors Union in Detroit. Xt la 
reported that Ara, Diurno vna enployed aa a labore tory 
techniclan at Hount Binai «lo api tal, Detroit, and la a - 
part-tiae atudent at Tayne Dnlveralty In Detroit. Sha la 
reported to he thè aother of flva ohildren. 
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I - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. PeLoach 
j.*‘. ■ * 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

. V 1- Mr. Belmont 

1 - Mr. Rosea 
' ; ’ *' ■ March 20, 1965 
* • * ; • 1 - Mr. Malley . * 

1 - Mr. McGowan 

MARCH FEOM SELMA TO 1 - Mr. Hines 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 
MARCH 21 - 25, 1SS5 


Ca March 22, 1005, thè parade from St Jude’s, S 

a CathoNe laettiuticn, siarted at approainately 10:10 a. m. v 

Aj^razizinCely 12, CS0 marchcrs particicated In thls parade. 

The prc^ram st thè State Capito! commenced at 
1:35 p. ai., aaà ìncied unti! approdivnately 4:10 p.m. 

Alter i-3 parade, twsnty ddejates desi^nated to 
c ertaci Coverai? George C. V/a Uree a-hempted to go to bis 
dfice at thè Capiiol building. They ucrc advìeed that thè 
Govcmcr'c Glfice waa closod and Li v.'eabl aot see thera on 
March 25, 10C5. The delo^aieo pian te return to see Govemor 
V/aUaco cn March 26, 1&G5. 

Prler te tic- parade, oificcrs ol thè Mcutponiery Coanty 
Sbadir c OOìlce csr/il papero on Reverenti Martin Luther Kicj, Jr., 
end assedaies vrhieh areno out al a civil action filed in Palina 
Couaty Court, Celare, Alabama. TLis cult v/ao filed fcy thè 
City ci Cobra ari thè sh-haa Bus Linea. 

Téla eivil actica involves a daini by Che ScL— 2as 
Lines In thè aiucuat ci $0,750 for thè lese il reverrà, and a 
astice cf damale by thè City of Selma in thè aaiouat c. 000 
icx less of rovenue arisieg freni do zio astrati cnc ari eh. ir ,_ f n^TTP 

actlvitles. The dofcaàaats vrere also cajoiacd froai cp cratlrh*^ ^ ° u v ~ 1 ' 

bucce and other insane to tmnsport pooplo In end abcut Selma, 

Alabama. QttX>sW^ ^s/fadl — ^ ' .? ~L ~— 

n tf 'i) as «A3 Z3 l&ì.' 
HCS/nkr RÈCORD*® . & . ■ 

(13) *1 M» 391965 MfiÌTpJ 


UAL ROOwCJ TELETYKUWTL-J. 
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~ ‘ , r * * , 

•. Information has been recelved that a Dr. Robert 

Wilken, Llza Scaldar, Svina Johnson and two unidantlfied , 
seminary studente vrero attacked by unlmown white persona 
in Montgomery, Alabama, Just prlor to thè Ir deportare on a 
train for Washington, D« C, 



Tbese persona will be interviewed upon arrivai in 
- Washington, D. C., for complete dstails of thè attack. Further 
action will ho taken in accordane© with thè Information furnished 
by thè victlms. 

At apnrozimately 2:00 p. m., ai LI ardi 25, 1005, 

Mrs. Viola Liusso of Detroit, Michigan, was fatVdy shot in 
Lowndes Ccur.ty, acnrad entely twenty rniles frorn Selma, 
Alabama, on Lhgbway 20 whilo drivècg her autoinchtfo, a 1063 
Oldsmobilc, fresa Selma to Montgomery, Alata me. 


At thè Urne thè cboc.tiivj oc carro-, àfre. LL-slo wao 
• accompenicd by Mr. Leroy Jerome LCotca, a nLmioon-year-old 
Negro who reeìdes In Selma, Alabama. Mrs. Liuszo is white. 


Kr. Motori Lai been coordinatine transportaiioa in 
Montgomery, Alabama, for demonstrators to reuma to Selma. 
Lato in thè afternoon, LIr. LIoton and Mrs. Liuszo picked up 
ste pasceagsra to rotura io Selma, Tbey droppcd off one 
pacscngcr a: dio Montgomery, Alabama, Alrport and then 
procoecoà •& Colma where thè rexaalnlng passengers disomfcarked. 








An cutopoy trac porformea by Dr, Paul SchoTXortt, 
Assistei Gfcto To:dcolc~tet Università cf Auburn. Auburm 


Alabarda 


Lira. Lluzzo 

bari puncturo marfcs la ber arra Indicatine recent use of a 
hypodermic ncedlo. Dr. Scholfertt tao taken blood camnles to 
determino ufcether any unuoual circumstaaces ore prosent, 

The entlro facllitles of thè FBI are fully eommltted 
to an all-out lnvestisation of tbis klllfce. 
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Mr. Mohr 
Mr B DeLoach 
Mr, Sullivan 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Rosea 
Mr. Malley 
Mr. McGowan 
Mr. Hlnes 
Mr. Martindale 


H onorarle Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to thè Presldent 
The WMte House 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Watson: 


It U suggested that thè Presldent may be 
Interested In thè attached memorandum whlch seta forth 
additlonal dettila concemlng thè murder of Mrs. Vio la 
(5 Liuzzo in Lovndes County, Alabama, osi March 25, 1965, 

The Attomey General has been ad vis ed al 
thls Information. 


Sincerely yours, 


dosine 


jyLM:JWH/be<} 


^ Jò MAR 311965 


TELETWE UMtT 
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• . March 26, 1965 

o • 

MURDER OF VIOLA LI UZZO 
LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA 
MARCH 25, 1965_ 



C 


3 


The followlng are thè most recent developments concerning 
thè murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, who was fatally shot as she drove 
In Lowndes County, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. 

A complaint was tiled today before thè United States 
Com miss toner at Birmingham charging William QryiiipMRatnn, C ollie 
Ler oj/Wi lkina. Jr,, Eugene ‘Thomas and Ga ry Thom as Rowe. Jr. t 
with violating Section 241, Titie 187 United States CodeTTn thaVthey 
conspired to intimidate and injure citizens in thè free exercise of 
their Consitutional rights. 


ir 
(o - 


/ 



Eaton, Wilkins and Thomas were arrested by FBI Agents 
today and taken before thè United States Commlssioner at Birmingham 
who scheduled a prellminary hearing for Thursday, jApril 15, 1965, 
and remanded all three subjects to thè custody of thè United States 
Marshal in lieu of $50,000 bonj each. They are confined in thè 
Jefferson County Jail in Birmingham. Rowe will be taken before thè. 
Commissioner at a later time. 
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All four of those charged In thè complaint filed before thè 
Commissioner are members of thè United Klans of America 
Knights ofthe Ku Klux Klan. 




A Negro man was with Mrs. Liuzzo and report 

ha. 


. _ing dose 


WLM/JWH/cac. 
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TELETYPE UN1T 


At thè Commissioner's hearing, thè subjects were 
represented by Mat^Murphy, a Klan a ttorney. Ai*- 




1- Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeÉoach 
1 * Mr* Sullivan 
1 « Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 « Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 
1 » Mr. Martindale 


MORDER OF MRS. VIOLA UUZZO 
IN LOWNOfiS COUUXY, ALABAMA, 
MARCH 33, 1855 


Enclosed ls a memorandola settìnj forti» addllional 
detailn af thè murder oC lira. Viola Lluzso In Lovndea Coonty, 
Alabama, on Marcii 25, 1835. 


This tnlarmatlon bas been fumlshed to thè 


Whlfce Houne. 


1 - Tte Deputy Attorno? General (Endosore) 

1 - Mr. John Door (Enclosuro) 

Actlne Assistali! Attorno? General 


WLM/JWH;bec 
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SENT 
TIME 
DATE _ 
BY _! 


le. Pipe* 
H^ìnmé L^i 




MEMORANDUM FQR MB. TOISON 

MR. BEJLMONT 
UH. DE LOACH 
MR. RQ0JEN 


The Preeldent called and finiti they vani Mm to talk to thè 
husband at tha vomaa vfao ama IrUleri; that he had had thè couosel talk to 
hlm; that thè man on thè White House a witchboard Inai night Indicateti he 
(Uie FTesldent) vould talk to thè mas when he (thè Preeldent) voke up. He 
eald, belare he talkcd to thè man» he wanted to be sur# I doa't have any 
r canon vhy he shouldnt because our report lndlcated thè man le a Teamster 
man. I toid thè President I don T t say tho man hae a bad character bui he 
la veli knovn as a Teamster stroagarm man and on thè voman's body ve 
lound numerous nooòio marke Indicatine elio had been taking dopo although 
ve can't say that dcflnltely because ohe la dead. I eald 1 vould be Indlned 
to bare White or someone lite tha* talk to thè husband rather than thè 
fìresldeat. The Ptoaldont sald all righi. White hae already talked to hlm. 

I eald 1 thought thè 

as I flnlshcd talklnrr to Mm. HI 


vaa in prctty flood ehapo: that as eooa 


| that ve propoeo to file thè sazae klnd of varrant as ve illed 
la Uio Pena case In Georgia. X eald 1 vould talk to SulUvan and then let 
tlie PresHant knov. Be asked me to please do so. 

j _ _ 

c * ] X advised hlm of thè Information and evidance ve have; that I 
uas'goin* to talk to Alabama righi avay; that U Doar egreea to oerving thè 
varrgnls^ ve vili have thexn In custcxfy eoon; that X vould cali htm end he 
vould moke a statement troni thè White House. The Preeldent suggestod 
that thè $ttorney General and I come over to thè White House; that inoybc 
ve coulcTtfct thero before thè astronauta and let telovlslon cover ua as ve 
come la; that ve doa't have to bave any appolntmcnt, to just cali George 
lìeedy and teli hlm l'm comlng over to see thè Presidenti then teli thè 
Attoraey General and just get In thè car and come on over. , ■ ' 

i_ -d» ».< 
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March *6, 1065 


MEMORANDUM FOR ME, 

MB. 

MR. 

MB. 


70LSGN 
BEUfOMT 
DE LQAOB 
ROSEE 


jL- 


■^Cepie'fft-, 

for rfview by Rowe Task FPJCe 


\ ^ rrrn— 

'cf 


Date. 


J . 'Ù EZrfi 


1 tIHh* Attorni; Ostini mebolu d èB . KstieobAch »<i told 
hlm ve hsve practkjaQy brokan thè ctM dova la Selma, thè kUling of thè 
vomaa, and toat «a bava to mora wy rapkfly. 1 ataked 1 had tnatructed 
our m«a to fo to aea Ramaey Clark and la; tot facte before hlm ao he eaa 
decide «hai atatntt va taa file andar, The Attomey General aald tt vili 
bave to bo Doar aa Rameey Clark **•* laft aioKamm «d jg back bere* 
2 aald thè thongbt I had la miai «u ve «agl* to talk probabl; vlth Ramaey 
Clark or axqrooe tba Attorno; General deetcnatod to determina vhat etahite 
to useand ve vanfed to gei our bande on thè people vho dld thla before toey 
deatro; tbelr faattd get eat «I tba Mata. 


m had an taf ormai* la thè cer from vhlch thè ahootlng 
torrefare, ktentlftod thè tvo vho mctuelly tir ed thè 
tvo guoe thnt ali vomani toat he has Identlfiad thè thlrd nadj and 
thè bkranf f»* tof ioarto man* X npUbid tosi thè taf ormoni la a 
m ffnhflr c€ tba Beeeemer, Alabama, X gt ded toat thè torae tutu ve 

vani to arr eat are not golag te vork torio; aad ve have thelr tornea andar 
eurvelUanoe) flint ve vant te more to 1*^* toam a*» and ooodoct 

e» IntsBftvi bderrcsaUon cf themj toat X airit n te imperative ve ad taet 
ao they caa*t set ava; from ve and be aaother ate-monthe enea Uke ve had' 
la 



Telson 
Bflmofì 
Mohr 

DtLoach 

Co t per 
Collohon 
Correre 
r *h _ 
Gaie 


S The Attorno; General atatod, tt ve are sofrg to s* thè abatt 
> felckly, ve vili do batter to vork vtto Doar dova tbere* Xetated 
toat tbeoi toni X vili arraqga ter Salita» to talk vtth Doar and vork 
■^fila ttjpg oot dova tbere. 


à-4 


i/-103 




naia . vy.. 

Htknowe la anbatance ^ X had 
Mtw becanaa Prealdeot hnd calieri me thla moornlns a tou t nix 
cl£i and tvo or toro# tftmea test night, The Atteragy Generai In d i cato ri 
e fifaaldeut had calieri hlm arotad elgbt o'dock tota morntag. I atated 
I told thè Preektant tbe devetapmeata aa ve had tbem aad toat tbere must 


ifdhlng 

cane. 

- JEH; 



him oa* ancvone elea a bou t tbe no amena of bnsktai tbe 


TELETVFE UMIT 
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25 MAR cJU 1365 



Memorandum tot Umiti. Toieoti, Belrnont, DeLoach, Karch 25, 1005 
Eosea - « • *- • ■ , .i .. 


" ! - *'* 14 * * * a* _**» 1 fP #> 1-1 * # ù * ' ’V ^ * il '* * * ■ ** 

• , 4 ,-i.v ■ ■ ' .-••• - 

)' f a * I told thè Àttoraay General tbat thè Preskteat asked if he fthould 
talk to thè busta nri ci tbs voman in Detroit wbo bad dled and I soggested thè 
Presldeat bava Loe Slitte cali thls man and, li thè m&a bchavca hi ma eli, 
thè Jfroaldenft could coosidtr talklng to hlm later. X stated tho man hi roseli 
(Wfisnt bare too good a background and thè voman bad indicai tona of needU 
rnarfea la ber arma vhere ab* bad beea taklng dopa; tbat sba vai sittlng urj, 
v«7 cinse to tba Negro in thè car; tbat tt bad thè appearaace ed a Docking 
parti* ' • . S V *ìÀ ;'>i . . • * * ■ 

. ; ‘ *' » r, * r 

I told tba Attornèy Cenerai I vould get In toocb with Doar rigiri 
away. He sald he thonght tbat vould be tba fasteat. X aaid X vould gei Uut 
djna righi away. ..... , 

* » ' i », * 

8:45 a. m* . '"Cv * - . 


X «allori thè Attorno; General to adrlae Um ed tbo President'a 
cali, X relateri tbat thè Fresidest asked about thè background of tbs man 
in Detroit (thè busband of thè voman UUed In Alabama) and X told bina erbai 
tt vaa; tbat thè Prcsldect eald Lee White bad already talked to thè man and 
he waatod to knov what X thought ahout calllng hlm, X atated X adviscd thè 
Tresideot to hold off untll after thè case is broken and then be could coasidor 
vbotber be vinte to cali thè man and exte&d coprini enee». 


- X told thè Attomey General tbat thè Fresident then sald ho wmriod 
thè Attornèy General and me, as aoctx as ve gei thè varcante and malie thè 
arresta, to come to thè White Esose, to try to get there before thè astro¬ 
nauta arrtre, and be vould then make a statement on television vlth us 
presosi. X sald thè trouble la thè astronauta get there at elcven o* clock 
and ve caat complete matterà by tbat Urne, The Aliarne; General sald 
no, ve vould bare to do U after. 

w i 

* .* * > 

4 I told hJm they vili cali bere and let me know at once and I 
vili let hlm know at ance; tbat vili be after elcven o* clock. The Attarney 
Genomi sald thè cexomoay far thè astronauta vould ptrobahly last forty-flve 
minuta and X indicaied l thonght ve could do il righi after tbat. 


The Attarney General e&ld he vas going to talk vlth Lee White 
In bis (thè Attarney Generare) office then; tbat he vould adviso this same 
procockire and teli White to teli thè Fresident tbat ve are just noi going to 
make lt before thè astronauta. ' ’■* 


The Aitarne; General asked vhcre Sulllv&n is and I rcpUed tbat 
Salii va a le in Selma. He remarked tbat SalUimn Is flit; mliea from Doar • 

and I told hlm tbo; c&n talk by telephone. X sald I vould let hlm know as . • 

^ . * * 


loca as li te don*. 





% \ 
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Memorandum for Messrs. Telson, Salmoni, DeLoach, March 20, 1965 

BOttt 4 r-A- -.*>■ - * v S ' 

; f>-, * -**. .1, - . ir. ■; ■ ufl*. 1 - -V . #, 1 

■A.. ^ *• 75..- *A • -^VC ' ••<• r - *- - “ J ->1 

^ 10:97 a. m, V *» *vv- ^ ■ <■ . *" I * 

Tito Attor ney General callcd. He sald he had talkod wtth Doar 
and Doar taa drawn up thè compia hit hot has to get It typed and then ve are 
oli. X told hlm 1 had Just talked to our people and they advlaed he was to 
tara tt by 11:40; that they deared tt vlth Doar ahout 10:40 and li would 
false about an hour; that there vili be tour arresta mede, lncludlng our 
Infor m a nt i that thè intarmasi Ss acared to death and ve may have to mova 
. hlm and hla famlly out to soma otber part al thè «tate or thè country to 

protect them vhcn tt gota to trlaL 

, * f 

1 sald 1 thought tt would be ready at 11:40 so he could make 
arrangement* to go over to thè Whits House, 


U: 00 


-sr- ^ 

■ \v 

- - 

, / <* *■ 


thè Attor ney General called to ask UI vould have typed up thè 
factual Information. I told hlm X vas havlng lt typed up; timi eithor he or 
thè Presldedt could re ad IL 



12:11 p.m. 

* * - 1 

The Attomey Genomi return ed my cali ot a fev moment* 
belare. I advised hlm that I had recetved a cali from Mr. DeLoach, vhom 
1 had seni over to thè Whlte House, and th*t Mr. DeLoach advlsed thè 
Piesident had told hlm he would li** to have ua coma over to thè White 
Bouie at once to stand by far thè arresta. X e Ut od thè arresta had noi yat 
beco made. X told hlm I vould come around and Jota hlm. He sald he 
thuught he vould tafce along Ramsey Clark etneo ha had been dova there. 

1 sald X would come around to hla office and he sald that vas fine. 


Very truly yours 


brnt frqx d. 
tjms A J 
mrg 'a | 
ov._ <£ a . . 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
•J vi FIDERAI. BUREAU OF INVESTI OATION ^ ? . 

• V:-- '• •• V* H > v : 


Cwi« 

H • ••, • 

R«p«i «A 


J 1 - USA, Birmingham, Alabama 
1 - USA, Montgomery, Alabama 
’ 1 « Depar tnen tal Attorney, > , 
; . \ Montgomery, Alabama , 


SA 

3/30/65 


LO. c_ 


MOBILE, ALABAMA 


FlaM Ottica pii* * MO 44-1245 

t*. EUGKNE THOMAS; *./ 

WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 

_ COLLIE LEROY VILKINS; ' ' 

GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR.; ( 

• VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - VICTIM 
OMn LEROY JEROME MOTOR - VICTIM 

.CIVIL RIGHTS - ELBCTlSs LAWS 


Fila * 


SyaopalH 


On 3/19/65, vlotlm LIUZZO appeared at Selma, Ala., and 
vas closely assoclated with thè clvll rlghts actlvltles.relatlng 
to thè march from Selma to Montgomery, Air. 

. • • • 

Her vehlele, a 1963 light blue Oldamoblle hearing Mlch. 
Llcense BJ9177 vas belng utilized at Selma and durlng thè march sm 
a transportatlon vehlole for. clvll rlghts vorkers. 

i * * - i 

-• ^ thè evening i^ S/aa/t»,» at sfwmti em~ vlctlm» , • 

ruzzo and MOTOR vere enroute from Selma to MontgdBhrr^Aia.'i tò 
•pick, up- another Ioad of paesengers to return them to Selma follovlng 

C arota, A retalòialater detonilo ed to he a 1963 Chevrolet Impala 
riven by subject THOMAS» gnd o ccupled by other three subjects, 
pulì ed alongelde thè- LXUZZO vehlole and flred avverai ehots from a 
.38 callber revolver and a .23 oallber veapon lato tha L1UZZ0 vehlcle. 

j 

Ab i result of thla aotlon Mra. LIUZZO vaa kllled. The 
auto sbe vas drlvlng, her 1963 Oldamoblle, ran off thè road and 
. vlctlm M0T0N succeeded in etopping thè vehlole by turnlng off thè 
lgnltlon and placlng foot oa brake. 

: * • . . * ' ì - 

The ahootlng vaa reported to thè 7BI ehortly after 9:30 p.m. 
**CST, night of 3/25/65. Inveetlgatlon lmmedlately Instltuted, crime 
scene examined, vltneaa latervleved, and vehlole esamined. 

* t 

m - *, e 1 

Independently thè Ala. Stata Troopera vera notlfled by aa. ; 
unldentlfled truck driver that he obaerved timi Speared tobe à vrec|t off £ 


Ifled truck driver that he obaert 

-, f j «*%• \ 
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Hìghwoy 80 eost. State Troopers arrtved at scene minute* after this report, 
observed LIUZZO oppeored to Kave been shot, and secured thè scene. State ! '/ ff~ 
authorities perfbnred Jolnt 

. examination of vehicle and coirne scene performed by state authonties and 
FBI Agenti. 

. . '“*■**- r : n 

\nQr 




Oh 3/26/65, thts case was discussed with Acting Assistant 
Aftomey General JOHN DOAR, at Montgomery, Ala., who outhorlxed 
thè filing of a camplaint chcrg na all sjb jeci s with violation of Title S8, 
Section 241, U. $. Code. some dote filrd a corri* 

’ platnt against all subjects beforeUS^GUITERY at Montgomery . 
and warrant was issued for thè arrest of all sub(ech. 




cooperatìon of state authoritìes in thè investigation and advises that thè 


State of Alabama is interested in punuing any state criminal action that 
might arise from thè Investigation. 
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Negro cirll rlghtfl demcnatratora conducted a march frazn Selma, 
Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama, March 21*25, 1965* The purpose of tba 
march vaa to dramatlza Tot log regia tratlcn re a t rie t Iona In Alabama 
and to pxeaent to Governor GEORGE C. WALLACE a petitloo of griavancea* 
Tba march vaa lad by Dr* MARTIN LUTHER KING* It culminated in front 
of thè Stata Capltol, Montgomery, Alabama, March 25, 1965, vith acce 
12,000 demona trat ora attendine tba ceremaales* Tba ce re man le a 
in front of thè State Capltol camene ed at appraxlmately 1:35 W 
and laated untll appraxlmately 4:10 B<, March 25, 1965* The 
cruvd dlapersed gene rally at thè conclualon In all direct Iona at 
request of Rev. RALPH ABERNATHY, Southern Christian Leadership 
Canforenoe (SCLC), vho eerved m master of ce re maniee. Prom 
obeerratlan thè re appeared no organlzed pian for thè dispera al of 
thè marcherà and thoee fraa Selma, Alabama, vere returning to Selma 
by common carrier, truck*, and private automobile a» 




ft* . > 


7 , 


' At Montgomery, Alabama, on March 21, 1965, IRA DE MENT, 
Attomey for thè City of Montgomery, telephonically advlaed thè 
Montgomery Reeldent Agency of thè Federai Bureau of Investigati», 
that a re quest vaa recelved by thè Montgomery City Camola sioa ad d reo se d 
to thè Board of Còmnia# toner* by Parade Director BOBBI SHELTCN 
J elgned by P* K* TABU, dated March 20, 1965, and represented thè 
Rhlghta of thè Klux KLan of America, Ine. Mr. DB MEHT belleved 
that thè Ho vaa probably an errar of amiaaicn. The reason for thè 
parade vaa Ilo ted a* "to protest thè order lseued by FRANK JDENSOH 
(a truck through and Federai Court vritten ab ove) aUovlng 5 day 
d em onatratloo march frcn Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama"* 

D B Mare advlaed thè City Cannaio a ian had on March 21, 1965, lseued a 
penait aHoving a parade beglnning at 2 PM, March 21, 1965, In thè 
1200 block of Madison A ve mie, Montgomery, Alabama, proceedlng west 
oa Madison Averne to Madison and Balnbrldge Street a, south on 
Balnbrldge to Balnbrldge and Dexter, ve et on Dexter to Court Square. . 

* The return route vould be thè eame. All vere orde rad to ccnduct 
themselves In orderly manner and no one In thè parade vould f 

■' vear maska. Wben tba parade ended thè group vaa orde re d to 
- diaperse In an orderly manner» The pormit explred 6 FM, March 21/ 

1965*. ... ... 
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i *: : ' v : 'A ELan motorcade led by ROBERT SHEITOir, Insertai Wizard, 

United i ti ime of America, In car number eoa, and BOB CREEL, Grand 
‘ ‘ Dragai af Alabama, In car number two, conalating of soma 240 
peonia in 63 cara decorate! vitto confederate flaga departed 
Patte re an Plaid, Madison A venne, Montgomery, 2:40 04, March 21, 1965 • 
Bureau Agente observed thla motorcade. Moat of thè cara vere 
occupled by family groupa, veli dreased a , A fev old cara vere 
occupled by man dreased In ove ralla* Zead cara vere obaerved 
carrylng signe auch aa "Voting rlghta - yea ; Special attention - 
no*; "Ba a Man * Jota thè Klan", and "HOC foro ver". 


♦ * > j. i. 

The motorcade ratter than diabaoding at thè Court Square 
in Kontgcoary, Alabama, continue! an paat thè Court Squara and 
. proceeded to thè city limita of Frattrilla, Alabama, vbere thè 

occupante of thè care took thè coifederate flaga off thè cara and 
diabattded compietely golng svay in dlfferent direetione. Ho apeech 
maklng vaa sade at thè diabandlng spot. The emtlre group vaa 
dlabanded at 3:32 *M, March 21, 1 <&, 







Oa March 21, 196$, at approalmately 12:30 IM, a number of autamoblles 
vaie obaerved belng parked in thè parking lot of Cramptan Botri, Montgomery, Alabama. 
The automobile» vere parked In linea faclng Madison Avenue and persona arrlvlng 
In thè sa vehlcles vece obaerved pi«/»ing confederate flaga oa tbaae automobile a. 
ROBERT SHELTCH , Imperlai Wizard, United Klans of America, Ine., Khlghts of thè 
Fii Klux Klan, vas obaerved standing in front of thè parked automobile a 
tali lag to other people. Severa! cara vere obaerved hearing a Igne vlth thè 
slogan,. "BB A MAH JOB! THS KLAN*. 

■ * r * * » ,t ■ 1 ' - . - * 

1 * 

J* B. STONER, an attorno y vho re a idea near Atlanta, Georgia, vas 
obaerved In Cramptan Botri vlth hls i960 Oldamoblle, hearing 196U Georgia 
lice tue number 2AB697, parked vlth thè other vehlcles. STONER'a automobile 
had a largo confederate flag flylng from thè radio antenna, located an thè 
rlght side of thls vehlcle osar thè front. 

At appzmlmately 2:50 IM, thè vehlcles loft Crampton Bovi parking 
lot formlng a motore ade and proceeded through thè city of Montgomery and 
out of Montgomery on U. 3. Highvay 31 «bere thè motore ade pulled over to 
tbe side of thè highvay and dlapersed. 


The follovlng llcense piate numbers vere obaerved parked In tbe 
Orangutan Bovi parking lot or In thè motore ade: 
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ACTIVITIES OF VIOLA L1UZZO IN SELMA-MONTGOMERY AREA 
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i J V •• r — Mi» muCES JACKSON, 1370 George- Washington Carrai-Homes, 
tj .. Sola», Alabama, furalabed thè follovlng Information: 


<;- -1 . 

F * \ % ■ 
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'■■ Sbe flrat net Mrs. VIOLA LIUZZO of Detroit, Michigan, on 
Prlday, March 19, 1965* A boy brought Mrs, L1JZZ0 froe thè Brova Chapel 
AMR Church to thè residence of Miss JACESCK end ber mother and ad vi «ed 
thè JACKSON• tbat Mrs, UDZZO vaa asslgaad to live In tbelr apartment 
durlng thè veek of thè clvll rights deaonatratian march froa Selma 
to KontgoMix, Alabama, 

*' : >'• ’ ’ Kr*r LIUZZO stayed Friday,- Setarday and Simrtay wuealn& at_ 
thè JACKSON residence, Sbe loft Surday morti log and sarcbed vltb thè 
marcherà fra» Selma, Alabama, tovard Montgomery, Alabama, raturolng 
to tbr apartment tbat sane Sunday eveniag, March 21, 1965, 

Mrs, LIUZZO remalned at thè JACKSOJl boom and In thè area 
uatll Wedaesday mornlng betwsen 6:30 end 7:00 AM, March 24, 1965* At 
. thla tlme sbe departed -froa the-JA CM S^W apartment to Joln thè marcherà 
1 near Montgoeery, Alabama, Thla vaa thè last tlme that Mlsa^JACKSON 
. sur Mrs. LIUZZO. 

>• - ‘i'-'. • 

Durlng ber residence In thè apartment, Mtj, LIUZZO advlsed ‘ 
^Mlat-JACKSCB that sbe had been vorklng vlth colore! people In Detroit, 
Michigan, and that she had cene to Selma, Alabama, to participabe In tba 
clrll rights march froa Selma to Montgcoery, Alabama, 

* i 

Miss JACKSON advlsed that Mrs, LIUZZO had been alene vhen 
. she carne to tbelr ham and aha dld net taov if Mrs, LIUZZO had been 
~accoapanlad by any persona an ber trip froa Detroit, Mlchlgsn, to 
Selma, Alabama,. 
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*"•* ”“■**. Mra". WILLIE LEB JACKSON, Apartment 137 C» George 
Washington Carver Apartment»» advlsod that she la manager 
ofStaith'a Cafe, l8ll Griffi» Street» and worka every day 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

She atated that she haa realded in Selma» 

Alabama» durlng thè paat twelve years and durlng thè past 
.two montha haa been helplng with preparatlon of food 
aerved'to thè demonatratora at Broxn'a Chapel on Sylvan 
Street. *. She 8tated that 8he la not a member of any 
•. organlzatlon» however» haa been helplng with thè food and 
also making her apartment available for sleepìng quartera 
for some of thè people comlng to Selma who are lnvolved 
with thè raclal demonstratlona. 

4 • A . . 

# * * • , 1 #• 

she atated that> when aho returned home-on 
Friday» March. 19» 1965» ahe- found that a Mr». LIUZZO» — 
whom ahe knowa better aa "VI»" had moved into her apartiuent, 
havlng been aent there by aomeone who waa in charge of 
regiatering thè arrivlng demonatratora and furaishing them 
with placea to-ntay. She 8tated that she bellevea Mra. 
LIUZZO had arrlved In Selma aometlme durlng thè mornlng of 
; . March 19» 1965* from Detroit» Michigan. She stated Mra. 

LIUZZO waa travelJntr alone and» to her knowledge» never • 

^ went, with any- other peraon whlle around Selma. 

: • i 

v- She atated that alao ataying in her apartment^ 
j. were four whlte women» identlfled aa followa: 

i' * 

"KITS" Last name unknown» from California» who 
atayed untll March 21» 1965» at whlch tlme ahe went- on 
thè march to Montgomery. 

A whlte woman» name unknown» who departed Saturday 
„ mornlng» March 20» 1965» and she dld not know where thla 
woman carne from or went to; however» her luggage la stili 
at Mra». JACKSON*a apartment. 
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v '*» — A whifce woman, named JOAN, last name unknown, 

Wisconsin, who departed thè apartment on Wednesday, March 24, 

1965» enroute to Montgomery» ■ 

. i ‘ * . T( . ' * * ^ t * - r * 

• PhT-lsat name unknown, who àrrived from Boston 
cui March 20, 1965». and who leffc on March 21, 1965* 

i*-* " -1 ■ " ■* ^ „ ■ - 

i# ^ f ^ ■■ __ * *■ "** 

■ F "* ’ ' Mra. JACKSON atated that there were also two Negro 
girla,* SHIRLEY last name unknown and DEAN last name unknown, 
who*carne together from Boston, Massachusetts, on Frlday, 

March 19# 1965* and departed Sunday evenlng. March 21, 1965» 
atapproxlmately 9:00 p»m. enroute back to Boston. 

k . * ^ .1 » ' % 

MrS. JACKSON stated that her daughter, FRANOES 
JACKSON, age 17, stayed at thè apartment durlng thè day- 
tlme hours and has told Mrs» JACKSON that Mrs. LIUZZO 
stayed around thè apartment all day every day elther sleeplng 
or playlng wlth FRANCES* baby, except for an hour or so 
each day when Mrs. LIUZZO went to Brown’s Chapel. 

..*-.’"***' 

Mrs. JACKSON stated that she was home every 
evenlng durlng thla perlod and Mrs. LIUZZO stayed In thè 
apartment every evenlng wlth thè exceptlon of about an hour" 
or lesa each evenlng when she left thè apartment saylng 
she was golng to Brown» s Chapel. 

Mrs» JACKSON sald she had numerous conversatlons 
wlth Mrs. LIUZZO and found her to be a person who llkes 
everyone she meeta and after a whlle, you had thè feeling 
you had known her a long timo. She sald durlng her conver- ~ 
satlons Mrs» LIUZZO never mentloned anythlng to her 
lndlcatlng that she had been molested or Involved In any 
trouble whlle In Selma. Mrs. LIUZZO appeared to be In 
good health and thè only medicatlon she knows of was on 
Sunday, March 21, 1965, when Mrs. LIUZZO took an asplrln. 

She sald Mrs. LIUZZO told her that her husband dld not want 
her to go to Selma, Alabama, however, If she really belleved 
In thè march from Selma to Montgomery, for her to go on 
down to Selma. 

Mrs«-JACKSON sald to her knowledge, Mrs. LIUZZO, 

' whe* she left thè apartment, was always alone and that she o'.t;-* 
**ate moet* óf her meals ah thè apartment. 




7 T ** She'atated. that It waa her imprèaaion that' some" * ' * 
òf 'thè* workera of thè SCLC were ualng Hra. LIUZZO’a automobile 
from the'tlme ahè arrlved In Selma, Includìng taklng It od 
thè march from Selma to Montgomery, a8 Kre. JACKSON had * 
néver'aeen her automobile» ‘ Mra. JACKSON’recalled that od 
Sunday, March 21’,” 1965, between 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., 

Mra. LIUZZO waa asslgned to answerlng thè telephone tir 
Apertinent 13^ C, vhlciv la occuppled by ERRATINE WILLIAMS, 
ùn whlch people In connection wlth thè demonstratlona were 
calllng, poaaibly for lnatructlona, but ahe la not certaln 
what thè calla were about. * 


! JACKSON atated that at approximately 6:30 to 

TtOO a.m., on Wednesday, March 24, 1965# Mra. LITJZZO left 
thè’apartment alone on foot statlng ahe waa golng to 
Brdwn’a Chapel to catch a bua to Montgomery, Alabama, to 
•* St. Jude’a Hospital, where ahe intended to take part in 
.* thè march from Sfe. Jude'a onto thè Alabama State Capltol 
v Building In Montgomery. She aald Mra. LIUZZO told her 
at that timo that her automobile waa In Montgomery all thè 
‘ wtalle Mra. LIUZZO waa staylng at Mra. JACKSON 1 a residence. 


Mre. JACKSON atated that she never agaln sa» 
Mra. LIUZZO after about 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 24 
1965. * 


Mr»«—JACKSON waa ahown a photograph of a 
1962 Chevrolet, whlte over red In color; however, ahe atated 
ahe haa never seen such an automobile In thè vieInity 
of her apartment. She waa also shown photegrapha of 
OARY THOMAS R OWE, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUOENE THOMAS, 
and WILLIAM ORVTLLE EATON, and atated that ahe had never 
aeen any of theae men to her knowledge. 
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By communication of March 26, 1965* thè Detroit 
Office advlsed that recorda of thè Michigan Secretary 
of State Office, Lanaing, Michigan, indicated a 19^3 
Oldsmoblle Coupé, 1965 Michigan llcense EJ9177, was 
registered to ANTHONY J, LIUZZO, 19375 Marloe, Detroit, 
Michigan, Vehlcle Reglatration No, 6326^60486, A 
Michigan Operators License, No, L200-847-015-283, was 
iaaued on Aprii 16, 1963 , to VIOLA LIUZZO, born Aprii 
11, 1925) addresa 19375 Marloe, Detroit, Michiganj 
deacrlbed as a Temale, blonde halr, gray eyes, 5 feet 
2^ inchea tali, weighing 127 pounda, 

The Detroit, Michigan, Poiice Department file» 
revealed that VIOLA LIUZZO of 19375 Marloe, Detroit, 
Michigan, bom Aprii 11, 1925, at California, Pennsylvania 
was arrested on June 16, 1964, for "failing to send 
children to school"; no diapositlon was ahown, 

The 1964 Detroit Directory revealed that 
ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, wife VIOLA, reslded at 19375 Marloe- 
Street, and that he i*aa employed as Business Agent for 
thè Teamstera of Detroit, Michigan. 
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Vl.i '• * KVARD.ORAROS, hcrwr aMre^e^lO 25th Court Iforth, 

. T* Birmingham, Alabama, va* intervieved at thè Bro.m Chapel AMB Church, 

Sai—, Alabama, Sa furnlahed thè foilaving informatico* 

"• vt' 1 V'^? ^. ** (*"* ' ■ ■ * : , * “ ** i 

. ,. ‘i?--w >' Oq* day during thè clvll rlgfat* march fresa Selma, Alabama, 
to Montgomery, Alabama, beld betveea March 21 and 25, 1965, he had made 
- aa aanoimcement at Ercrvn Chapel AMB Church coaceming traaaportaticn 
for persaci* aa thè march» Ss bella*»! thla aanoiacemeat va* made 
' co Toeaday, March 23, 1965» B» iwquested that persela who had automobile a 
vhlch mlght be uaed for tranaportiag marcherà cose to thè froat of 
\ thè audience». 

* ■ ■ - - v J *h - 

w ‘> ? *■/?•*; ■ -i . • " • . 

v, vv. After thi* announcemant eoe of thè persoci* vho carne foxvard 

;ì ' and volunteered thè use of her automobile for tranaportiag clvil 
* rlght* marcherà aa thè march vaa Mrs. VIOLA LHJ1Z0 of Detroit, Michigan» 
k ‘ * Rev» CRAMtH advlaed that thl* va* thè e ama individuai vho had later 
been hllled co Thuraday night, March 25» 19^5» near Selma, Alabama» 

- 

Her; CSAIKB advlaed that to thè beat of hi* recollectloa 
. thl* va* thè cnly time ha held any conversatimi vlth Mrs, LIUZSO 
durlag thè peri od aha va* In Selma, Alabama. 




Selma, Alabama 


HO 44-1245 
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L > * v \-j Mf*v LQRECTA KTECHELL, 53S"^crH? Washington Correr Eotfi r -r 

* SeLm/ A lt b&aa # forolabea tbs follwlttg Informatica: * * * - 

* , •* * * 

i • ’V'PI. ' * ,^___^__ 

■ ‘ ••• Mr»w MUCHELL advised that ahe had been acquaiuted vith 

Mr»* VIOLA LIUZZO cnly through having oat bar oo iha Street la thè George 
Washington Cerver Bòne* area durlng thè paat veek. Sbe reoalled that Mrs. 
LU E ZO had atopped and talked to bar a Cw minute • oa tba Street. The ir 
coeve rsation coeaiated 00I7 of a dlacusaloik abcut tba rainy veatber* 

Sha dld nat knov at thia tias tbla vhlte vccan*® nana but vas later 
adrlaed that tbla persoti va* thè venati vho had beea Vllled 00 thè 

hlgbvey near Selma, Alabama, on thè night of March 25, 1965. 

.* * * 

, Mrsv MITCHSLL atated that thls converaatlan vili eh che had 
vith Kra. LHJZZO vaa thè oal y tta» she had apoi»n vith ber. She 
belleved thia coorte raatlan vaa held oa Vedneadsy, March 24, 1965. 



_-_-_D«t* dfet<rf«d_ 3 / 3 Q/iu- 

■ ' ^'-&ì 

adotloM ac* cwcltilcu *1 tk« FBI. U a tk# n i j irty *4 tfc» 
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EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI^ 


. Mrs». XANKIB LSA VASHRjRH, boss eddrees Atlanta, Georgia, 

va* interyieved at 10G George Waahing+oo C'etrver Home», Selma, v _ 

Alabama. Krs*.UA5HBURlt'refuso! to givo ber boom addresa and 
stata! aa thè reason for ber refusai, ber fear of retributioa by 
thè White Cltlxcna CouncU and thè KKK, 3be fUmlahed thè foULowli 
Information» * ♦ • 


.*• -Mnrr WASHBUrW advlae-1 ohe bai on ono oceanico durlng 
thè parlo! March 21 to 25, 1 965 , hai lunch vith a vonwn vho 
Introduce! heraelf aa Mra» VIOLA LIUZZO frea Detroit, Michigan. 

Th la lunch vaa bel! at Brovn Chapel AM3 Chureh, Selma, Alabama, 

ubera thè clrll rlghta marcherà vera bolng fed me ala. 

. , ■ . * 

Durlng thla cooversatloo vith Mra. LIUZZO, Mrs. LIUZZO tol! 
Mrs. WASHBURH °I ha! to cane because of brutality In Selma, Alabama. 

X dco't aee hov anybody coni! keep frum ccxlng". Mrs. LIUZZO 
Indicate! sbe ha! eoo» to Selma, Alabama, for thè speclflc purpose ' 
of partlcipating In thè clvll rlghta dcacnstration march from Selma, 
Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama* > 


After thla questlor by Mrs. LIUZZO, Mrs* WASHBURH 
■earche! for a persaci In chargs mvl di scusai thla question vith 
soma mlniater vhoae nane sbe can not re ali. Thla miniater tol! ber 
that elther food or money vculd he accertatele. Mrs. WASHBURH 
relayed thla Information to Mrs* LI3ZZJ* 


VI_ M rs» LIUZZO aafced Mra, WA e E URJ ubere ohe vaa from and 

Mrs. WASHBURH ad vi se! her sbe vaa from Atlanta, Ce orgia. Mrs*. 
WASHBURH atated that Sbe told Mrs* LTJÌZO to he care fui vhile In 
Selma, Alabama, because sbe fcnev from personal experlence that a 
lot of innocent persona In thè south had been kllled* Sbe 
furtber advlsed Mrs* LIUZZO that vcmen In thls area vere In as 
■uch danger as thè me a» 


Mrs. WASHBURH s&ld sbe told Mrs* LIUZZO that thls vas a 
dangerous place, that anyvbere pollce use! gas and proda an people 
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> ; ** Kj». HEUrlAWSOff, 5627 Tbenpet» Mlll Road, Deoatur, Oeorglar,f 

vu in te irle ve* et IX George Washington CtfWf Eoa»», Selma, ■ — 

Alati ma. Sto fumlatod tto follcnrlng luforoatloa. • 

' ’ ** •■ Durlng tto perlod March 21 to 25, 1965 , Mre, LAWSOH had toen 
working la tto kiteton at Brava Chapel AM3 Church, Selma, Alabama. 

One day durlng thla veek, exact day not recali**, but belle ve* to ba 
Tbesday, March £3# 1965, a vouaa Introduce* torse tf to Mr*. IvWSCIf 
la tto kiteton. Thla vat&aa state* that sto was Mra. VIOLA LIUZZO / ‘ 

at Detroit, Michigan. Krs. LETZ20 asked *nr. LAWSGIT to ride vlth 
ber tran Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama, to tato eco» persona 
to Montgomery far tto laat day 1 a march 00 that city. Thla vaa to to 
a portico of tto civll riedite march nato trae. Salma to Montgomery, 

Alabama. Mre* LAV60H told Mre. LIUZZO that sto could not ride vlth ber 
aa sto lntended to drive ber ora veh.le le In order that more transportatlon 
vould to avallatola as needed. 


■ ». Itfe v LAMSCff state* that to thè test of ber recollecticn thla 
va» tto cnly tlme sto had any dlacusiica vlth Mre. VIOLA LXUZ30. 
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Data distata* 
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STATE PROSECDTION 






( 


r - Mr. Mohr 
- Mr. DeLoach 
- - Mr r Conrad 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosea 
1 - Mr. Mal le y 


Aprii l t 1965 


MURDER OF VIOLA LIUZZO } 

lowndes cournr, alabama 1 

MARCH 25. 1965 _ 


I 

Mr. McGowan 
Mr. Hines 


This ls to advlse you of developsents in our 
lnvestigatlon of thè fatai shootlng of Mrs. Viola Lluazo, 
a elvll rlghts vorker, In Lovndes County, Alabama, on 
thè night of March 25, 1965. As you are^-avare, four 
subjects, Bigene^ihomas, William Orville^Eaton, Gary Thomas 
^Rovo. Jr .. and Collie Leroy^ilkins, Jr., were arrestaci 
by FBI Agents on March 26, 1965, and charged wlth violation 
of a Federai elvll rlghts statate in connection vith thè 
, shootlng of Mrs. Lluzzo. The four subjects have posted 
$50,000 bond each and have been released on this charge 
pendlng Federai Grand Jury action. Subject Wilkins has 
also posted a $500 bond on a Parole Violatore Warrant 
vhich grew out of hìs previous conviction for a violation 
of thè Federai Flrearms Act• 
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JWH/pak _yi /L 

(13) J 


MAO. BOOM CU TELETYPE UB1T a ENCL0SUJRE. 
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Memorarla im 


THE DIRECTOR 


3/26/65 


SuhUqÌ 

Trotter , 
Tele, Ri 


Viola c Liuzzo 
CIVIL EIGHTS 


Vietiro 

ELECTION LAWS 


For thè Director's Information^ Inspector Malley 
and I bave been in direct touch with this situation 
throughout thè night, and with Inspector Sullivan in Selma 
and SAC Ingram and Inspector McGovern at Birmingham, to / 
insure that it was handled rapidiy and thoroughly. I 

■j * 

The Birmingham Office and Inspector Sullivan at 
Selma are working closely together so that we can develop 
thè ^maximum of Information in thè minimum of tìme. 

Both offices have been instructed that all agents must 
keep their mouths shut and our goal is to develop 
sufficient detail from thè informant to permit full 
Identification of thè subjects and corroborating evidence 
that will permit us to take action as soon as possible 
today, from thè standpoint of arrests and searches. 


You will be kept advised 


cc l(r. Belmont 
Mr. Roseo 
Mr. McGowan 
Mr. DeLoach 




1 







namlt tb« foUowing in 


(Typt in ptaiMext or coiti 


AIRMAIL 


(PrioHty) 


DIRECTOR. FBI 


SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) 


FROM 


EUGEND'HOMAS , ET AL,; 
VIOLAGLI UZZO^ak a. - Victixn 
LEROY JEE0M2-Ì40T0N - Victim 
CR - EL 


ReButel to MOBILE/SELÌ1A 3-29-65 


'4 i - Bureau (RM) (Enc 
(1 - Package) 

2 - Mobile tb 


Apprev*d:“^i. 

i b ì //. 


i Special Agoni in Cbarge 






FEDERAL ^r<EAU OF INVci.iGATION 


RMINGHAM 



orna or mwm 

MOBILE 


OMAS; c O 
LLIAM i>RVILLE EATON; 

>LLIE LEROY^riLKINS, JR. ; 
iRY IDIOMA SPRONE t JR, 
OLA-LIOZZO-y VICTIM; 

HOT JEROME'’MOTON - VICTIM. 


iKVEmaATivc pvmoq 


3/30/65 


3/26-30/65 


ASAC ROBERT G. JENSEN' 


CHARACTU OF CASE 

CR - EL 
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The following descriptlon mas obtained through 
Intervie» and observation: 




Name 

Residence 


Race 

Sex 

Date and place 
of blrth 
Height 
Velght 
Bulld 
Ha ir 
Eyes 

Compìexion 
Social Security No. 
Employment 
Mllltary Service 


Maritai status 


GARY THOMAS ROWB, JR. 

205 16th Place SW, 

Apartment 35A 
Elrxingiiaai, Alabama 
Wblte 
Male 

August 15 t 1930, Savannah, 
Georgia 

6 ' 

220 lbs. 

Medium 

P.ed 

Blue 

Ligh* 

255-46-1902 
Presenti; unemployed 
B. S. Marine Corps Reserve, 
SN 1044062; honorabl; 
discharged March 4, 

1957 

Dlvorced 





1 


Dal» 


> 3/29/65 




At approxinately 4 p.m., March 26, 1965, rAPY 

undg^arres^b^SAs J| 

^ k at a 

on ths citskirts of BirnTrgna^i^^^ *rlcicity 
k uthern city limita et Birmingham, Alabama. 


BOVE was advissd tbat he did not have to furaleh 
any Information, that any Infornatlon he furnlshed could 
be used against hia in a court cf law and that he could 
consult an attorney, He «as informsd that he would be trans- 
ported lmmediately to thè office cf thè U. 8» Ccarn bastonar 
in thè U. S. Post Office Building at Birmingham, Alabama, 
wbere bond would be set and that while at thè U. S. Post 
Office Building he would be placed in thè custody of thè 
U. S. Marshal. ROWE cade no statenent except to thè effect 
that he would contact bis attcrney while at thè office of 

thè U. S, Marshal, 

% 


ROTE was lmmediately transported to thè office 
of thè U. S, Marshal at Birmingham, Alabama, and waa 
afforded an immediate appearance bifore U. S, Comsiesioner 
LOUISE 0. CHARLTON, it beitg noiód tbat ROWE's attcrney, 
BATT MURPHY, JH., was present. 


1/26/65 Birmingham, Alabama PU # f BH 44-li 

SA« i, 


TU# 4o**m**\ confalo# repobMhdaileni mm come hj e Imi of Ih# FBI* Il i* tW ptopwrly of tb* FBI mmé I# loeo# é lo 

ì*r if«ior; Il #M il# oooiont# «t# o#4 to è* diolflfeolort collide rw «u&cf. 


// 
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> 3/26/65 


K 

i I • 

'* At 1;48 p.i,, March 26, 1965, a search warrant was s«*ved 

at thè apartaaat x>t <£ARY THOMAS RCttE,JR. , Apartment Number 35A, 

205 16th place» Sout hwest, Birningha r^^^^bans^^lT^the company 
Special Agente 

§peclaTAgen^^^^^|Hiii^^^^HVexecutÀi search 
warrant lssued by thè 17. S. District Court, Northern Disttict 
of Alabama. • / 


The apartment «as entered through thè unlocked 
rear door, after permisslon to enter had been requested. 

It -mas determined upon enterlng thè apartnent tha^/lt mas 
unoccupied, A copy of thè search warrant and a llst of 
itens taken pursuant to thè search warrant was left at thè 
prenlses at 2*35 p.u. 


Thepremises were searched by SA 
^ andt|MHm^ and thè search was compiete 
March 26, 


5 P a D t 


The followlng ltems mere tAken: 


1) One metal 
tbe followlng 
900 cartridges 
cartona lot 1/ 


ontalner, army brown in color wlth 
arkings »• Do not use as food container, 
^30 carbine ball MI In 50 round 
13029.” 


Containing as follows: 

A) 139 rounds of various cali 
and one spent .22 cartrldge ca 


ber live 

4ng. 

“ 4 


aneiunition 


B> One 30 round capaclty magazine for 
caliber revolver. 


C) One ciotti bag containing 126 rounds 
Warious caliber live ammunition and one speni 
,'.38 cartrldge casing. The bag is marked 
Cherry-Burrell Corp. 










BH 44-1236 - 

2 « 

™ * » 

" - * 

• É 

^D) Tour boxea of "Western Brand Super-Match" 
■idrange .30 callber ammunition containing a 
total of 80 rounds of live ammunition and 
80 spent cartrldges. 

2) One Gernan made bayonet and sheath. 


3) One .38 callber Western live cartridge found 
on bedrooa dresser. / 


/ 







EUGEN^THOM^wasplaced 

Special Agente andÌ*^0EMKcSSfe=4SBs^ 

at Lorene's Cafe^BessemS^^Alabama, at 11:08 a.a,, 
>Jfarch 26 1 1965. 



^ 3/26/65 ^ Bessemer, Alabama _Fil« I BH 44-1236 ■ 

e * MBMm * _b "> ^ 



ThJ* ioeiiMil ooflidlAi nelibar nootoModoiteA» o«r codchiloei «I thè rei. Il i« thè pippertf of tk# ni «*d li Imìì 4 ti 
IMI «feacyj lt mmà Iti ceeleMi «re «il le fc* dUUtttuled ««tilde ypar ifeacy. 


// 
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0/26/65 



Dot* 


♦ 

\ 


EUGENE THOMAS arrlved at tho FBI Office, 

I4th Floor, 2121 Building, Birmingham, Alabama, at 11:45,a.m., 
March 26, 1965. | 


pti a | BH 44-1236 i 

« 

i 

Dot* dtctotod_ 3 Z 26 / 65 . 


TMa tfocajMMt conto Iao ntltKtt r«toco«bdotlbf}< co* eoecliiloAi of ibi FUI* il io Ubo prò pori 7 ai ìhm FU WÌ le loco#* <9 
imi «1*4471 U tM II* eeolontc are »ot lo b* 4 Ja tribolai ovlitit |*ur 040007. 

/ o 



3/26/65 _ Birmingham, Alabama 
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EUGENE THOMAS furnished thè following infornation 
pertainlng to his physlcal descrlptlon; 


1 
* t 

. 1 


£»> - 


Nane: EUGENE THOMAS, aka Gene 

Date of Birth: March 21, 1923 


Place of Birth; 
pace: 

Sex: 

Hélght: 

Weight: 

Eyes : 

Bair: 

Sears and Marks, 
and tattoos: 


BeS3eaer, Alabaea 
Whlte 

Male 

6 * 

178 pounds 

Blue 

Brosn 

*■**•* e • t 

Tattoo of girl in bathlng eult; 
on left upper outer ara, word j 
LOUISE under plcture. T»o tattoos 
of blrds, color blue and red on 
chest. Blrds being approximately 
3 inchea by 2 inehea. 









4 

Fife, FL06EY LOUISE THOMAS, * 
nee, GARRETT 
WAYNE THOMAS, age Si 
Wilks Station 
Bessemer, Alabama ; 

CALVIN MERLE, age 19 
U. S. Air Forco, California; 

MICHAEL ELMIS, age 15 
resides with parente; 

Aunt, LEON TRAMBLE 
4th Avenue , 

Bessemer, Alabama; 

Uncle, J. E. BOYD 
Hueytown, Alabama; 

Fairfield Steet Company (TCI) 
position, machlnlst (employed 
24 years) 

1519 12th Avenue, North 
Bessemer, Alabama 
(three years) 

past residence: 1600 Block Faìrfax Avenue 

Bessemer, Alabama 
(flfteen years) 

Arresta: THOMAS admlts belng arrested in 

1949 by thè Jefferson County 
Sheriff's Office, in Bessemer 
for belng drunk on thè highway. 

He also adsits that in 1963 he 
was arrested by thè Tuscaloosa 
County Sheriff's Office for belng 
drunk on thè highvay, and carrying 
a concealed weapon. Mr, THOMAS 
sald that it was during a demonstration 
that thls arrest was made. Mr. 

THOMAS also advised that he has 
been arrested for two minor motor 
vehicle violations in Bessemer, 

Alabama. 


Employed: 

Current residence: 


BH 44.1236 

4 - 

4 

Relatives: 

Children: 










t 


BH 44-1236 
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4 Militar? Service: D. S* Navy Serial Hueber, 

837 5461 

Selective Service 

Nuiaber: 1 70 23 97 

Social Securlty 

Nubi ber ; 418 18 1816 

Alabama Drivere 
Llcense Nuaber; 05 23 123, 


z / 



3/26/65 


PMOt (K«, 


/"WERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI^ 


1 


t 

Data_ 


EUGENE THOMAS departed thè FBI Office, I4th 
Floor, 2121 Building, Birmingham, Alabama, at 1:22 
March 26, 1965, en route to thè U, S. Commisetoner’s \ 
• Office, located in thè U. S. Courthouse, Sth Avenue and • 
19th Street. He arrived at thè U. S. Commisstoner’s 
Office In thè U. S, Courthouse at 1:29 p.m. on March 26, 
1965. 


^ 3/26/65 ^ Birmingham, Alabama _pii* f BH 44-1236 

t, = mjì _Dal* SWÌÌ 

Thli 4oc*m+mi oca lo lai atlthor fecosi^endol Ioni noe ecncfaitooo ef tbo rtl. It i* Ih» ptopertf mt ìkm FBI «M 
I» «fOfceTf H ±mé U* ooat*tU i« to be dlotribaloé obUM* forni «|mot* 


lo l«M«d to 





BH 44-1236 
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■ ♦* locidental to thè arrest of EUGENE THOMAS and a j 
search 'of blB pe rson. thè followl ng itens nere removed from * L *) C 
hlsjìerson by SA ° * thè Birmingham Office of 

thè Federai Bureau of InvestTg^lon, A recelpt for this property 
was furnlsbed to EUGENE THOMAS on March 26, 1965. The follovlng - • 
pages contala coples of thè items of interest. 

First, a commisslon card deslgnatlng EUGENE THOMAS 
as a Special Constable for tbe purpose of lav enforcement only. 

The 6econd la a stia 11 notai poi le e badge hearing . 
tbe nane G. THOMAS, Special Pollce, Falrfleld, Alabama. 

The thlrd, a commlsslon card entltled commlssion' 
for special pollceman. City of Bessemer, State of Alabama, . ... 





* ' r 




L POLXCFMAN 
erme OF BESSEM 


COMMISSION FOJ 

STATE Of ALABAMA 
Jeffanoa Ceonty 

* TOWHOl^ 

»!• U Tb Cartify Thjfe: 


ha* been duiy Swom In and/ppoinUd by me ai a BPE< 
FOLI CE OFF3CER, in &A for th« City of Sommer* 
hoìd aucjLomc^ftthout cjotnpoà^lkm untjll-th* , 

jf -SoJ wL^o * - ■ 11 


unita* olhcrwte* 01 
ai dlacrcUoncnf^tha 


«L Thii Coi 
of of Polio*, 


Chief of Folle* 
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Da»* _ March 27 f 196S 


On 



Oldsmobllem hearing 1965 Alabama license 1B-19643 
articles weae taken, as indicated belo*: 


thè followlng 


Artide 


1 - Smith A Wesson 
.38 revolver, * 

SN C418827 C. 


6 rounds R-P.38 
Special ammunltion 


1 -.38 Smith and 
Wesson snub- 
nosed revolver 
SN 179485 


5 rounds .38 
callber ammunltion 
(4 - REM-UMC .38 
special, 1 - R-P 
.38 special) 


1 boa Peters 12 | 
gauge SP extra long*' 
range shotgun shells 


3 boxes Winchester 
,38 special ammunl- 
tion- / 


3/26/65 Bessemer. Alabama 


Data di e tot ad 3 / 26 / 65 


In connection wlth thè servlog of a search warrant, 
served on Mrs. FLOSSIB LOISS THOMAS, wlfe Qf EUGENE THOMAS, 

1519 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabama, on March 1965, 
and In connection wlth a Consent to Search statement voluntarily 
furnlsbed by Mrs. FLOSSIE LOISE THOMAS concernlng her 1958 


ThI» dwratweml contata» a« HH*r reooBHDdallcni nor coechaloai oI Ih* FBI. Il ii lk* propeflf ot tàa FBI ni i• l«a>»é I# 
tmt iftacri 11 ta4 ita ooeitnia ita ari le ke à 1«UUhi(*4 fomt afency. 






rtUKKAL BUKfcAU Of INVfcai IUA I IUn 
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D.„ 1 3/26/65 


At 11:16 a.B., March 26, 1965, WILLIAM OR VILLE . 



EATON wa a apprehended at b is residence 
Bessemer. Alabama, by SAs fi 


Route 6. Box 866 



Thl* loeiMit eoAieia* b*lth*r cw odati od % nor ctcch »ioct •t ih* FBI* 11 im lk« pròp«rtr «f tk* PII i* !•«**# 

tpw 11 +»4 ii« taaltftlt «t# ■ ot I* b# nìiM» j pv «tofift 








D«t. - 3 / 26/65 


— EAT 



rans- 


At 12:27 a.a., March 26 , 1965 ^rrLjUTA^RVlLIj 
and 

ported from bis residenc^^toute 6 , Box 866 , Bessemer, 

Alabama, to FBI Headqu&rters, 2121 Building, Birmingham, 
Alabama. The arrivai timo at FBI Headquarters was 12:06 p.m., 
March 26 , 1965 . 


b ?c 


3/26/6S 


. at 


SAs 





Birmingham, Alabama 

onl^^ 


Pii. I BH 44-1236 
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.Data dictatad 


3 / 26/65 


Dite éoanmtmì aeritelo* m lihor r*t omménéoitonm a or eofteteitooi *f ih* rii» Il U ib« ^pttir of tk* FBI «*4 te i* 

r«f «fooéTf Il «jte ite co* lente ai• aol lo bo distribuiti ou laido yw 0**007« 


J 
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Name Hi 

. Address Ro 

Be 

LLIAM OR 
ute 6, B 
ssemer, . 

VIUJE EATON 
ox 866 

Alabama 


3/26/ 65 

SA 
and 


et 


Bessemer, Alabama 


FU. I BH 44-1236 



& 7^ 

_Dot* die tot ad 3/26/65 


Tbl* 4*e*mm*i cobIqIai eoi (hot noooiB«QdaUoni aor conehiAlooi of tb* FBI. Il I* tb# prò party «I tb* FBI 
renar AftMTl H t«4 ilo codoni» «it sol lo b* 4l»trlb*u4 ou tolda yoor «|»ooy. 


■ai lo Jmo* 4 lo 
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(Descriptlon of EATON continued) 

Aprii 12, 1923 
Limestone County, Alabama 
5’7$" 

164 pounds 
Brown, baldìng 
Blue 

One 4" operatlon scar 
stomacb; one 4" scar . 
left leg; tattoo "U. S. Àrmy" 
left arra, upper. 

Relatives «ife - MIRIAN MARIE EATON 

Same address 

Son - WILLIAM 0. EATON, JR. 

Age 14, same address 

Son - EARL JOSEPH EATON, 

Age 17, same address 

Son - JAMES ELLIOT EATON, 

* Age 10, same address 

Son - JOHN EATON 

Age 7, same address 

Daughter - PAMELA SUE EATON 

Age 4, eame address 

Retlred Steel port helper, 
Tennessee Coal and Iron, 
Fairfield, Alabama 

U. Array 

January 22, 1940, to 
January 1, 1946. Discharge - 
bonorable. Array Serial 
Number 20417902 


Occupation 


Military Service 


Birtb 

Height 
Weigbt 
Ha ir 
Eyes 

Sears and marks 



37 



3 


BH 44-1236 

(Descrlption of EATON continued) 

Social Securlty Number 423-18-1472 
Alabama Driver's License 1412272 
Selective Service Number 1-69-23-422 


Sér 






PD-JOt («•*. l-H-4») 


«EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAI' S 

- v ' • ' v y 



At 12:56 p.a., March 26, 1965, EATON vas photographed 
in thè FBI Office. At 1:01 p.a. on March 26, 1965, EATON 
was fingerprinted in thè FBI Office. The fingerprinting 
vas completed at 1:06 p.a. 


^^A^^U22 p.m., March 26, 1965, EATON was transported 
bjr SAs^m^nd thè FBI Office to thè 

office of U. S. Commissioner LOUISE 0. CHARLTON, Rooa 300, 
Federai Building, Birmingham, Alabama. EATON arrived at 
Mrs. CHARLTON’s office at 1:36 p.a.. March 26, 1965. 
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The following Information was obtalned fro* thè vallet 
Ol WILLIAM 0. EATON: ; . 

* “ i 

' <*) One note containing thè «orde JO ANNE SEATES, 1617 

Birkley Avenue, Bessemer, Alabama 

(2) One note hearing thè name FRANE ELLIOTT, 425-3827 

(3) Note - sold to JOHN POINTSf 1950 Ford } blue truck» 
9-28-64» for $85.00 signed W. 0, EATON. Hllner Exchange 
Hotel» 262-8371 

(4) Note hearing thè name C. A. D0CK1NS, 787-4388. 

(5) Note hearing thè numbera 271 


In addltlon to thè above, Mx. EATON had» in bis possesslon» 
thè following described medicines: 

Coumadìn» 5 mg.» prescription #4243, Dr. HUTTO 

Prescriptlon #93219» Dr. W. B. HUTTO 

* 

Nitroglycerlne 1/150 gr. (0.4 mg.) 

Butisol Sod» J gr.» Prescriptlon #42942, Dr; HUTTO. 
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„ March 87, 1965 


At 11:49 a.m.. March 26, 1965. COLLIE-LEBflS-WILKI NS. . 
accomoanle^^w — 

and in th^TrnxnghaOmceofthe 

FB^. W1LKINS was pbotographed and f ipeercrinted ar.d den arted 
thè office in thè company of Agente 
1:21 p.m. 


3/26/65 


Birmingham, Alabama 


_FU* I _ 

é, Jc 

— Dal* dletattd 


BH 44-1236 


3/27/65 


rh|« docvmtal oonidU* a«ltKar ritoaHndolloni sor co*ehiAlotiB of tho FBI- 11 it tfe# proporlr oi ìkm ni 
'*m* tt u4 ito cwtthlt ut mot lo fc# JUirLbutoJ 0«UId* ifmncr* 


I# Immmmé *• 








Name 


Birth 

Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Ha ir 
Bulld 

Compìexion 
Education 

Oc cupation 

Mllitary Service 


COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. 
also known as 
Lee Wllklns 
July 25, 1943 
Birmingham, Alabama 
5'9" 

195 pounds 
Blue 

Dark brovn 

Stocky 

Medium 

Fairfield High School, 
quit In llth gtade. 
Automobile mechanic - 
self-employed 
None 


. 3/26/65 , Birmingham, Alabama 

m ----- 01 --—- 
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(Description of COLLIS LEROY WILKINS continued) 

Selectlve Service 

No. 1-122-43-393 

Registered with Selectlve 

Service Locai Board 122, 

4604è Cary Avenue, Falrfleld, 

Alabama. 

Registered July 31, 1961. 

Parents 

• 

COLLIE LEROY WILKINS father, 

4005 - 40th Way; 

ALICE ELIZABETH WILKINS, 

Nee Austin - mother 

4005 - 40th Way 

Fairfield, Alabama 

Brothers 

GLEN WILKINS, 4 years, 
at horae 

JAMES WILKINS, 12 years, 
at hoae. 

Sister 

MARIE WILKINS, 16 years, 
at bone 

Maritai status 

Single - never married 

Sears and aarks 

Appendlx scar on abdomen 

Prior arresta 

* 

3 

" 1961-62, Midfleld, Alabama, 

Drlving While Intoxlcated; 

1963-64, Hueytown, Alabama; 

ÌFA; 

1964, Bessemer, Alabama, 

AIM (Assault With Intent to 
.Murder) 

Prior employments 

United Motor Freight, 

Birmingham, mechanìc, 6 months, 

1964 untll Decomber 31, 1964; 

, Don Drennan Motor Company, 

Birmingham, mechanìc, 4 years, 

1960, early part of 1964 


r * 
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(Descrlptlon of 

Characteristics 
Vehicle owned 


COLLIE LEROY VIXXINS continued) 


Sometimes wears glasses. 

1946 Chevrolet pick-up 
truck, white, red, green, 
rusted. 




KLAN ASSOCIATIONS 


- IHGENE THOMAS * — • 

_•* ' Accordine to^ 

EUGENI THOMAS has been an active nenber of thè Bessemer 
Klavern, United Klans of America, Ine., Knlghts of tbe Ku 
Klux Klan. 

advised on 

March 29, 1965, that EUGENE THOMAS ls presenti? an active 
nenber of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Ine., KKKK. 


WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON 


bl 


advised on 

March 29, 1965, that WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON ls a nenber at 
thè present tine of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Ine., 
KKKK. 


GAET THOMAS ROiSE, JR. 

m * 

advised on 

March 29, 1965, that he knew GARY THOMAS ROM, JR., as a 
nenber of thè Eastviev Klavern Number 13, UKA, Ine., KKKK, 
for several years. 


COLLIS LEROY WILKINS, JR. 

on 

March 29, 1965, that COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., ls a nenber 
at t hè present tlme of Bessener Klavern Nunber 13, UKA, Ine., 
KKKK. 
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ur. LcLO’ìt por m antCToa 


CHANGED, EUGENI THOMAS; WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; COLLIE 

*> ^ ' 
LEROY VILXINS; GARY THOMAS RQWE, JR.| 2* 

o fcw.irr JJ 

«OLA/liUZZO, -A*A MRS. ANTHONY J. LIUZZO, LEROY J?R0ME-d 
" P * 3 Bi;ha pf-H'-i Lsws ’r- o» 

MOTON DASH VICTIMS, -H:T— *> ■ . 


TITLE CHANGED TO REFLECT NAMES OF SUBJECT5 FORMERLY 


CARRI ED AS UNSU0S. 


»Tr. r>h » 
Mr* b 

Mr. fi 1 '', ■ 
Mr. V r 1 i 
Mr. V ■ y f 
LTr. i-Jìr'j 

Z*T. «>-: C 

rir. r^u l 

Mr. t <!- I 

Mr. 

Mr. fu 
Mr, 1,w! - 
Kr* TtiU*’'r 
Tri: K ' j 
Mìsm lì 
Mk: Garnlj 


ni VA3H DC 


niahz?^ 

• TElè^E 
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TO:/ DIRECTOR, FBI 

FHXJMs SAC, MOBILE (SELMA) (44-1245) 
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MURDER OF VIOLA LI UZZO 
LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA 
MARCH 25, 1965 


The following are thè most recent developments concerning 
thè murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, who was fatally shot as she drove 
in Lowndea County, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. 


A complalnt was filed today before thè United^States 
Commissioner at Blrminghaya charging Wil liam Orvlll^E aton. Ci 
Ler oy Wl bt ina, Jr., Eugene ‘Thomas and Ga ry Thoro a siRo we, Jr. 
with vioIating~SectÌon 241, Title 187 United States CodèTln that'U 
conspired to intimidate and injure citlzens in thè free exercise of 
their Consitutional rights. 


Eaton, Wilkins and Thomas were arrested by FBI Agents 
today and taken before thè United States Commissioner at Birmingham 
who scheduled a preliminary hearing for Thursday, jApril 15, 1965, 
and remanded all three subjects to thè custody of thè United States 
Marshai in lieu of $50,000 bond each. They are conflned in thè 
Jefferson County Jail in Birmingham. Rowe will be taken before thè. 
Commissioner at a later Urne. 


At thè CorneoIssioner’a hearing, thè subjects were 
represented by Mattj'Murpby, a Klaa attorney. 

All four of those charged in thè complalnt filed before thè 
Commissioner are members 


Liuzzo and 


WLM/JWH/cac 


>!*, R 


MAO. nocu 


TtlZirPE UMIT 
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Raport ah 
Don* 


1 -USA, Birmingha.ii, Alabama 
X - CSA, Montgomery, Alabama 
1 - Depar tmental Attorney, 
Montgomery, Alabama , 
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EUGENE THOMAS; f 

WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 

COLLIE LEROY WILKINS; . 

GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR.; + 
VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - VICTIM 
LEROY JEROME MOTOR - VICTIM 

CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTlSs LÀWS 
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On 3/19/65, vlotlm LIUZZO appeared at Selma, Ala*, and 
was closely associated with thè civil righta actlvitlea.relating 
to thè march from Selma to Montgomery, Ala. 

. * * 

Her vehicle, a 1963 light blue Oldsmobile hearing Mich. 
Licecse EJ9177 was being utillzed at Selma and durlng thè march aa 
a transportation vehicle for civil rights workera. 

^ W atr abotrtr-a>(M^>i.m. ar wictim» 

JfLTUZZO and MOTOR vere enroute from Selma to MontgdmWwyp*- Alatò 
'pick up. another load of passengera to return them to Selma following 
march, A vehlòl* later detemined to be a 1962 Chevrolet Impala 
uriven by subject THOMAS '^nd o ccupied hy other three anbjects, 
pulled alongside thè- LIUZZO vehicle and tired leverai ahots from a 
.38 callber revolver and a .22 callber weapon luto thè LIDZZO vehicle. 

, i 

Ab a result o t thls action Mrs. LIUZZO was killad. The 
auto she was driving, her 1963 Oldsmobile, ran off thè road and 
victim MOTON succeeded In stopping thè vehicle by turnlng off thè 
ignltion and placlng foot on brake. 

* - . * ; 

The shooting waa reported to thè FBI ihortly after 9:30 p.m. 
"CST, night of 3/25/65. Invqetlgatlon lmmedlately instltuted, crime 

scene examined, wltness Interviewed, and vehicle ezamined. 

* 

m 1 • 4» 

Independently thf Ala. State Troopers were notified by an : 
unidentifled truck driver ihat he obaerved d*t <pesred tot» à wrecjt off 


’mr thkt he obai 

j ; 



i** , 
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Highway 80 eost. Stote Troopers orrived ot scene minute* after thì* report, 
observed LIUZZO cppeared to bave been sho t, and secured thè scen e. Shah» 
authorities perfonrred Joint 

examination of vehicle and coirne scene performed by sfrata authorities and 

FBI Agente. 


ynO- 



• Oh 3/26/65, tfi» case wa discussed with Acting Assìstant 

Attomey General JOHN DOAR, at Montgomery, Ala., wha authcrized 
thè fillng of a compiami 1 charg ing all subjecrs with vìolation of TIHe 18, 
Section 24|, U* S. Code. on some date fìled a corn*- 

plaint against ali subjecte beforeUS^jAMf^Mf GUITERY at Montgomery 
and warrant was issued for thè arrest of all subjecte. 


Ì9C_ 



. — Governo* 1 GEORGE C. WALUCE re:. v ft ered FBI full 
cooperation of state authorities In thè investigntlon and advìses that thè 
State of Alabama ìs interesfed in pursinng any state criminal action that 
might arise from thè investìgation. 


/r 


— p — 










*** Shé'atated. that It was'her - imprèsslon that" some" m "\ 
of ’ thè* workera of thè SCLC wero ‘uaing Mrs. LIUZZO r a automobile 
frcm thè timo sho arrived'in Selma, lncluding taklng it on 
tho march - from Selma to Montgomery, as Mro. JACKSON had ‘ 
never'aeen her automobile* Mra. JACKSON - recalled that on 
Sunday, March 21,"1965» between 8:30 a.m. and 9 jOO a.m., 

Mra. LIUZZO was aaalgned to anawerlng th© telephone itr * 
Apartment 13^ C, whlclvis. occuppled. by ERMATTNE WILLIAMS, 
òn whlch peoplo in connection with tho demonstratlons wero 
calllng, poaalbly for lnstructlona, but sho la not certaln 
what tho calla wero atout, 


''"'■'Mp». JACKSON stated that at approxlmately 6:30 to 
TtOO a.m,, on Wednesday, March 24, 1965 , Mra, LIUZZO loft 
thè apartment alone on- foot statlng sha waa golng to 
Brówn'a Chapel to catch a bua to Montgomery, Alabama, to 
St. Judo’a Hoapital, where sho intended to take part in 
tho march from St. Judo 1 a onto tho Alabama State Capltol 
Building in Montgomery, She aald Mrs. LItJZZO told her 
at that timo that her automobile was in Montgomery all thè 
while Mrs. LIUZZO was staylng at Mrs. JACKSON 1 s residence. 


_ Mrs. JACKSON stated that she never agaln saw 

Mrs. LIUZZO after about 7*00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 24 
1965 . * 


Mra.-JACKSON was ehown a photograph of a 
1962 Chevrolet, whlte over red in color; however, she stated 
she has never seen such an automobile In thè viclnlty 
of her- apartment. She was alao shown photcgraphs of 
OARY THOMAS R OWE, COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, EUGENE THOMAS, 
and WILLIAM ORVTLLE EATON, and stated that aho had never 
aeen any of theso men to her knowledge. 
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The facts of this matter were brought to thè attention 
of Actlng Asslstant Attorney General JOHN DOAR who authorized thè 
filing of a complaint for vlolation of Section 241, Tltle 18, 

United tates Code. Accordingly, <* complaint mas flled by SA 
SPENCER- H~» ROBB beiore United States Commissioner JAMES U. GUTTERY, 
Montgomery, Alabama, at 10:25 a,a., March 26, 1965. Warrants 
vere issued thè sane date. 

The complaint States that *.»n or about March 25, 1965, 
at Lowndes County, in thè Mlddlo Dlsirtct of Alabama, did, 
coomencing on or about January 1, L965, -ind contlnuing to date 
of this complaint, WILLIAM ORVJLLF EATON. COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, 

JR., EUGENE THOMAS, and GARY THOMAS ROWK, JR., within thè Middle 
Dlstrict of Alabama, Northern PivJsion, consplred together wlth 
each other and vith other persone unknown to injure, oppress, 
threaten, and intimldate cltizens of thè United States in thè 
vlclnity of Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, la thè free exercise 
and enjoyment of thè lollnwtng rivbts ind prtvileges secured them 
by thè Constìtutlon and laws of thè United States; 

1) The rlght to peaceful.]y assemblo, publicly 
protesti and petitton thè Governor of 
Alabama for rrdross of gnevances on behalf 

. of Negro cltizens of Alabama free fro» 

—— arbitrary and oppressive interference Xrom 
thè State of Alabama. • 

2) The rlght to publicly protest unlawful 
deprivation of thè Tight of Negroes of 
Alabama to regtster to vote and to vote 
for candldates for Federai offices. 

3) The rlght to encourage and assist Negro 
citizens of Alabama in thè exercise of their 
rlght to reglster to vote and to vote for 
candidates for Federai. Offtces. 

4) The righi to partlcipate in a protest march 
fron Selma to Montgomery,, Alabama, to present 
a petltlon to Governor of Alabama In 
Montgomery, Alabama, and to partlcipate 


/Cè 








in tho carrylng out of a proposed pian for 
sucti march pursuant lo and under thè terms 
of an order entered on March 17, 1965, by 
thè United States IH^trtct Court for thè 
Middle Dlstrict of Alabama in thè case of 
WILLIAMS versus WALLACP, No. 2181-N. 

It was part of thè pian and E'irposo of thè con- 
splracy that th»? d.'.f*.'«!;*-*! * «\M v* ' *.( i-ftten, assault, 

shoot and Itili pvarsot. j v'ie t.tt,. • *ht of SoLma and 

Montgomery, Alabama, to par t tc * f iti* in ->ml lr-nd thelr 
support to a deroonstratl'-ri ocirt h fco*n Selma to Montgomery 
pursuant to a pian approved by <in arder of thè United States 
Dlstrict Court, Middle Districi of A Liburna on March 17, 

1965, referred to above, and lo hitass, threaten, assault, 
shoot and ktll Negro citiaens of Alnlnma who partlcipated 
in or supported thè march. In vi"! umn of Section 241, 

Tltle 18, United States Code, imi rompisi nani statedthat 
this complaint is based on/ìnfoi timi coming to thè attentlon 
of Special Agent'^^fliCER RQJjfè ' * f tho Federai Bureau of Investi- 
gatlon, durlng thè course of ao officiai iuvestigation.r 
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By communlcation of March 26, 1965, thè Birmingham 
Office advised that subject ROWE waa taken lnto custody 
at 11:06 a.m.. March 26, 1965; subject THOMAS was arrested 
at 11:08 a.m., at Lorene's Cafe, Bessemer, Alabama; subject 
VILKINS was arrested at 11:07 a.a., in his automobile on 
Highway 11 in Bessemer; and subject EATON was arrested 
at 11:16 a.a.. March 26, 1965, at his residence on Route 6, 

Box 866, Bessemer, Alabama. 

All four subjects were arraigned before United 
States Commissioaer LOUISE 0. CHARLTON, at Birmingham, 

Alabama, on March 26, 1965. Subjects THOMAS, EATON and 
WILKINS were represented by Attorney MATT MURPHY. Bond 
for thB subjects was fixed at $50,000 e?.ch and they were 
remanded to thè custody of thè United States Marshal at 
Birmingham and committed to thè Jefferson County Jail, 

Birainghaa, Alabama. 

* 

Subjects THOMAS, EATON and ROWE were released 
on bond from thè Jefferson County Jail, Birmingham, Alabama, 
at 8:19 p.m.. March 26, 1965. Bond was arranged by Attorney 
MATT MURPHY. Bond had also been arranged for subject WILKINS; 
however, he was not released since thè United States Marshal 
received a Probation VioJator’s Warrant on WILKINS in connection 
with a Federai Firearms violatlon. 
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' ■- On March 2 9, 1965. IfrTST/JM, American 

Cervice Station, 351 Dexter Àv*;-r*-^, Montar.;?;/, Al^ham^^^ 
"eleph on^Nurnbe£^26?-940^^qd v I.? e i ! òpecl?l 

and -.;*•! manager 

-t* ^he b ervTcRsior^!^^!oa *jh t cd tha t 1» -••'*.:• at thè station 
n March 25, 1965, all day and that due tc thè march of 
Ivll rlghta demonetratoro, dìd not attempi; to conduct bua Ine a a 
hat day lnasmuch ae thè atreefcs were blooksd off and thè 
ccwds were too large. 


" PAT7EHSOM idvi^ed that 
' people In thè vieinity et* hia ga 
id that he could nofc recali anv l'-y 
t any length of tixe. TAVJTi-.i’C^ 
fGMAS, WILLIAM OKTtLLE EA'COil, r ur,“. 
Rf THOMAS ROWE, JH. .■ 

eae four Individuila wero ai hi;.* 
65, aa thecrcwde wore ao large h 
rtlcular persona 


there mass numbers 

7 stati'.n all day long 
v-r inni-i-ìualo vho were there 
a * r, c?* ìt, j ho-ograrha of EUGENE 

.)>: 7£'Vfl wi;,xims, and /. 

id he ,-.*'>uld noi state that <-> 
:*aa station on March 25, 
o could S recognize any 


PATTERAI furthhr 
i working part tip» at th" z 
it waa hi3 day off. Ho ro 
.•nvlllc Read, Mont^o-i^ry, M 
iboard Rallroad Company* 


On- March-297~1?6 v -~- r T( 
klng Lot, Montgomery, Alafc-ir.:-., v 
-day on March 25, 1965, and scat 
cara were parked In hia lot that 
klng lot ls a self*park type pia 
jpeclflc cara that were parked 
’lf J ‘rally asked if he recatici a 
rt , hardtop Chevrolet in th- Irt 
t.led that he could r.ct recali ma 
rlflc car In hia lot. 


r 7. TI.tr. j .:j, f arie 

i. l;'od hi -nc working 
•i that he reca11ed that 
day ani; ir.ansusfc a a thia 
■e, he cculd not recali 
bore. waa 

l r<f j2 red and white, two 
>n that t't ? 'avi HOPTOM 
.e or color cf ar.y 


*3 JOn March 29, 196". "•* C9TMFS. v'irployee, . 

.-k Pa|kihg Lot, Monrce and i.w .rie otre • re, advisod he 
d no^kecall seeing thè red ani white, two docr, hardtop 
noleflPm that lot lnaonuch. as the cara ars parked by thè 
rs, and due to the largo munber of vefcleles in the lot. 









li.'?.si SS & „■?.. t 





'':•*: Ki*m &■^' i i® 

^^:W r 

gap. v-vg 

mmM 

MMP 






1 


MMnknw vi i*w r kn i t ivn 


Dot» 


3/29/65 


THOMAS 




At approximately 4 p.to., March 26, 1965, 

)WE. ,TR va» n'iar'gd unde^arre^^b^SAs 

jd at a 

location, on tbs cutskirts of Bir"^rgaaj^S^^?s nicinity £ 
cf thè southern city limita of Birmingham, Alabama. G 


1 C_ 


BOVE was advissd that he dld not hava to furnish 
any Information, that any informatico he furnished could 
be used agains t hia in a court cf law and that he could 
consult an attomey. He was inforitsd that he wouid be trans- 
ported immediately to thè offio 9 of thè U, S. Ccieb lesionar 
In thè U. S. Post Office Building at Birmingham, Alabama, 
where bond wouid be set and that while at thè U. S. Pov*t 
Office Building he wouid be placed in thè custody of thè 
U. S. Marshal. ROTO cade no statement except to thè effect 
that he wouid contact bis attcrcsy whils at thè office of 

thè U. S. Marshal. 

* 

ROTO was immediately transported to thè office 
of thè U. S. Marshal at Birmingham, Alabama, and was 
afforded an immediate appearancs before U. S, Cornalesioner 
LOUISE 0. CHARLTON, it belng noted that ROWE's attcrney, 

MATT MURPHY, JR., was present. 


_ 3/26/65 Birmingham, Alabama 

Un - - - --___—--ot __._._«_ 


fu» t_ 


BH 44-1236 


SAs 



% ffi-jh 


. Dot* dlctot*d 


3/29/65 


Thl* ÌK4HD1 cornalo* bfllthfT raqoniBendatloni no» cori c hi ■ l oa■ ol ih# FBI. Il il tilt ptoptrty ol t-b* FBt im Joon*d lo 

FWM iftBeyi It 4 ilo cool*M» «i« poi lo b« ililrlhultd oalvldft |«ir oqeacy* 


// 








Data 


3/26/65 


i { 

* At 1:48 p.m,, March 26, 1965, a search warrant was served 

at thè apartaaat x>Z &AKY THOMAS RGW£,JR,, Apartment Number 35A, 

205 16th Place, S outhwest, Birmingha Tf^^^^bam^^^^the company 
I A gents < and 

search 

warrant lssued by thè U. S. District Court, Northern Distfict 
of Alabama, 




The apartment was entered through thè unlocked 
rear door, after permisslon to enter had been requested. 

It was determìned upon enterlng thè apartment tha^/it was 
unoccupied. A copy of thè search warrant and a list of 
items taken pursuant to thè search warrant was loft at thè 
premìses at 2:35 p.m. 


Thepremises were searched by SA 
and^MHHH^ and thè search was compie te 
March 26, 


5 p.m, 


The following items were t^ken; 

v s 

1) One metal container, army brown in color with 
thè following Aarkings " Do not use as food container, 
900 cartridges \30 carbine ball Mi in 50 round 
cartona lot LC 13029,'* 


Containing as follows: 

A) 139 rounds of various cali 
and one spent ,22 cartridge ca 


r live an-iunition 


ber 1 
a^ng. 


B) One 30 round capacity magazine for .3(7 

caliber revolver. *’■' 

f I 

C) One cloth bag containing 126 rounds ? 

various caliber live ammunition and one spent 
.38 cartridge casing. The bag is marked 
Cherry-Burrell Corp, 


0n 3/26/65 oi Birmingham,_Alabama 


FiU I BH 44-1236 

« 5 ^ S" 3/26/65 

Dat« dictof#d ___ 


Thu docimaot conta In» nollhor ree omm* ndailom not cofìchiolcno of th* FBI. Il lo tk« prop»rtr ** tbo FBI 
T«ir »9 »dctj 11 «ùJ ito coaianlo aie oot Lo be dietriboted oiitoido yoar ogoncj. 


U loaoed 










ro-«i MHII ^EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA" JW 

* f* 1 » K- * * » - *■ * * ■* , •"**« ^ 4P “ 

Dot* March 29. 1965 


' LOUISE.0. CHARLTON, U. S. Commlssioner, Birmingham, 

Alabama, Issued thè followlng search warr&nts on affidavits 
owom to by SA MARTIN M. EUBANKS on March 26, 1965: 

Commlssioner*s Docket #75, Case #18408, for thè 
search of Apartment #35-A, 205 - I6th Place, Southwest, 
Birmingham, Alabama, thè residence of GARY THOMAS ROTE, JR. 

Commlssioner*a Docket #75, Case #18406, for thè 
search of thè residence and automobile of WILLIAM ORVILLE 
EATON, Route 6, Box 866, Bessemer, Alabama. 

Commlssioner*s Docket #75, Case #18409, for thè 
search of thè residence and automobile of EUGENE THOMAS, 

1519 - 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabama. 

Commlssioner*s Docket #75, Case #18407, for thè 
search of thè residence and autombile of COLLEY LEROY WILKINS, 
JR., 4005 - 40th Way, Birmingham, Alabama. 

On March 26, 1965, thè above-described search warrant 
issued in Case #18406 was returned unexecuted. 



On 


3/26/65 


. ot 


Birmingham, Alabama 

7T 

/ hss 


FIU i BH 44-1236 
Do»* dlctatnd_3/29/65 


TbI» 4«c«hm conta lo» ne Ubar facon beo dal Ione sor oofichi*loa« of tbe mi. Il la tba ptòpotty «i Ib* FBI la loaaad to 
apaaayj II u4 ita codiente aro eoi io W dlatribate^ «aloide j w aqeticr. 



^ ^ w - w- ■ — „ 
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KLAN ASSOCIATIONS 


EUGENE THOMAS 
« Accordìng tof 

EOGENE THOMAS has been an active member of tne Bessemer 
Klavern, United Klans of America, Ine., Knights of thè Ku 
Klux Klan. 



advlsed on 

March 29, 1965, that EUGENE THOMAS is presenti/ an active 
member of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Ine., KKKK. 


WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON 

iadvised on 

March 29, 1965, that WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON is a member at 
thè present timo of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Ine., 
KKXK. 


GARY THOMAS ROlfE, JR. 

advised 

March 29, 1965, that he knew GARY THOMAS RCjTX, JR., as a 
member of thè Eastview Klavern Number 13, UKA, Ine., KKKK, 
for several years. 


COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. 

tdvised on 

March 29, 1965, that COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., is a member 
at thè present timo of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Ine 
KKXK. 













li li 
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UNITED STATES C iRNMENT 

Memorandum 


date: March 30, 1965 

1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1- Mr. Rosea 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 « Mr. Hines » 


FROM 


EUGENE THOMAS, * y; 

WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON, 
GARY THOMAS $OWE, JR. 
COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR, ; 
VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 


According to Rowe, who la a ' meraber of thè Eastview j ! > ^ 
Klavern of thè United Klans of America (UKA), Thomas, Eaton, and /rJ- 1 
Wilkins are members of thè Bassemer Klavern of thè UKA. Bureau / j 
files contala no additional Information concerning Eaton. Bureau /- 

files contain thè following additional lnfonnation concerning Thomas, 
Wilkins and Rowe. Information in files being furnished to thè Department. 


EUGENE THOMAS 


On August 6, 1959, Information was received that several 
individuala participated in an automobile caravan at which dine crossea 
were burned in thè Cahaba Heights section near Birmingham, Alabama. 
Thomas was identified as one of thè individuala who was wearing a white 
hood and robe; 


At a meeting af thè UKA held November 17, 1961, Thomas 
was elected as an Assistali! Klokan Chief of thè Bessemer, Alabama, 
Klavern. 


An informant advised that at a UKA' meeting held in 
Fort Payne, Alabama, on 11/14/64, Thomas, Exalted Cyclops, Bessemer 
Klavern, UKA, announced from thè chair that he had received information 
that à splinter KInn group in Jacksonville did not want thè UKA.toJiold a 
rally^ìn Jacksonville and that if UKA did this and jf^WbérTslieÌton| 

Tm^rial Wizard, spoké his Ufe would be in danger. ^ g ^65 

V On October 6, 1964, Thomas, in compjyitJviJJiJIckei P'' 

Shelton, Imperiai Wizard, UKA, was In attendance at thè Alabama 
State Fair in Birmingham, Aiateima, where thè Klan had a booth. , 

Enclpsures ^ 5* *^ST“ Jdft* 


CONTINUED - Over 


Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 

<GA RY THOMAS ROWE, JTU 











FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORDS: 

Thomas* FBI Identification Record reflects he was first 
arrested in 1945 on thè charge of "drunk. " He has five subsequent 
arresta for assault and battery, reckless driving and carrying concealed 
weapon. 


Eaton's FBI Identification Record reflecta he was arrested 
on 4/22/54, by thè Aicohol Tobacco and Tax Division, Treasury 
Department, Birmingham, Alabama, for "VPL" distilling (probably 
violation of prohibition laws). He pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 
two years, suspended and placed on probation for two years. 

Wilkins* FBI Identification Record indicates he was 
arrested in 1961 for ”MP of P" (probably malieious destruction of 
property); was arrested in March, 1964, under thè National Firearms 
Act for possession of a sawed-off shotgun and arrested in December, 
1964, for "ATM" (probably assault with intent to maim). For violation 
of thè National Firearms Act, he was sentenced to one year and one 
day which sentence was suspended and he was placed on one-year 
probation. 




I y. Torse n 
jKr. FWmoa 

Mr- MolV 
wWlviTao. 

Mr. C.il!a! a, 
Wr. Cn:ra'J, 
Mr. Fclt ■ 


Doler 3-29-65 


Trema mit thè following In 


AIR MAIL 


(P rieri ty) 


DIRECTOR» FBI 
ATTENTIONi C: 


W SAC t BIRMINGHAM (44-1236) 


FROM» 


EUGENE JfHOMASj ET AL. 

VIOLAOrlUZZOi-aka - VICTIM; 
LEROY JEROME^MOTON - VICTIM. 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


Enclosed are twa'copies ofanàrticle which appeared'; 
in "The Birmingham News" on March 28, 1965, quoting ROBERT \ 
SHELTON, Impecili Wizard of thè United Klans of America, KKK, ) 
and MATTJ L XMURFHY, Jr.. Klan lawyer. In this article these 
indìvidualsTiave claimed that thè FBI wa3 attempting to frame 
him, SHELTON, and that promises had been made to subject 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, Jr., and that ROME had been undulv detained 
before being permitted to see his attorney. It should be noted 
that all of these allegations by SHELTON and MITRPHY haye been 
made to news media and not to thè Birmingham Office of thè FBI. 
In responso to inquiriea from news media regarding these 
allegations, I bave answered all with a "no comment" reply, as 
is pointed out in thè article itself. 


It is interesting to note that MURPHY, according to thè 
,article v 'admits that he is a Klan member, Experience has shown 
that - both of these individuala will stoop to any tactics to 
try to' embarrass and hurailiate thè FBI, as well as to jeopardize 
caotioned case. 


. Any future accusations of these individuala or other 

J-Klan officials to thè presa will continue to be answered 
comment," as has been dona in thè past. 

. The above is'for thè Bureau's information. O /i/ 

*■ umcxosobs- «tc. 3 zL. 

Bureau (enc. 2 )^^ * ^ 

’ ' ■ 2- Birypi ngham 3 VAR *n 1°S»c' T 

’EJIirl*, ( A . . 3 J1 «f»*; 


Approvar 


Special Agent In Chaxg* 








— 3 — Aprii 21, 1965 - 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

f 

This matter relates to murder of clvll 
rlghta worker, Mrs. Viola Lluzzo, 
between Selma and Montgomery, Alabama, 
on 3/25/65. Rowe, a Bureau lnformant, 
was present along with three others 
during murder. Data 3upplled by Rowe 
led to ldentlty of other three subjecta 
and clrcumatancea surroundlng Mrs. 
Lluzzo'a death. 




Case agalnst Eugene Thoma3 and two 



other subjecta belng presented to 
State Grand Jury. Washin gton,JggqjL 
4/21/65 repo rts Rowe testl fle d that he 
was FBI lìTTOrmar t and repo rte rs w ere__ 
fCr clbly pr evèr&é cl f rota/in terylewing, 
Jtowe, The field hàs~6èen instructed to 
feùSralt detalls.of any Agents 1 encounter 
pj^th presa and determlne how presa 
leaI*ne<Lof Rowe 1 a lnformant status. . 


JWHzvew 








bureau or HMsneiuni» 





FBI BIRMGHAM 

1120 AH CST URGENT 4-23-55 WCR 



Wr. Tahn » 
Mr. BHnnont 
Mr Mnhr 
Mr* P-rf.^nrH 
Mr, Ctirper ^ 
Mr, CslJahad 
Mr. Contadi 


Mr, Trottar. 
"Wt Rod m 
Miss Hmiraci 
Mio Gmaàj. 


'/TP DIRECTOR» MILWAUKEE AND MOBILE 
' FROH BIRMINGHAM /44-1236/ /?/ 2P 

é é> 0 

EUGENE THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON*. COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., 
GARY THOMa/ìÌOVE, JR.; VIOLA GREGfTXIUZZO - VICTIM; LEROY JEROti: 


VIOLA GREGfj LIUZZO - VICTIM; LEROY JEROME 


/) 6m 7IL £-r C7 /o^' L ^ vVó 

(y MOTEN - VICTIM. CR^_EL. ,fiG, MOBILE. 


orf c 


t o* ©fis.'*/- 


3 

t? 

7 

7 

rnf^ 


5r AiJE^T 1 

•SA LAWRENCE G. GETTINGS, BIRMINGHAM DIVISION, HAS BEEN ADVISED 




TO BE IN MILWAUKEE 


APRIL THIRTIETH NEXT AS A NE_CESSARY 


WISCONSIN 


WITNESS RE MILWAUKEE FILE THIRTYONE DASH TWO NINE SIX THREE, BUFILE 


TH^IttYONE DASH EIGHT NI NE TWO SIX ZERO, CASE CAPTI ONED "JOHN EDWARD 

KV(?W.V < 05 ; 

DAVIS, rtfcA; ROSE MARIE DAVIS, AKA; ERNEST HURO, ETAL - VICTIMS; 

^WA' T 5 Z£**VE Ai?* Z ,<|* T :jc 

W5TA* I-TAR^- PROSTITUTIONi MISPRISION OF FELONY." AUSA FRANXLYN M. 

IH-£ 5. STAT£ 7 IN AH *3 <'* r .\ E 7*.r. F * / * -f 

GIMBLE* EDV, MILWAUKEE, HAS ADVISED THESE CASES WILL BE TRIED IN 

1)1 C-t G,r_l. HH'CC^S/S' 

FEDERAL DISTRICl"COURT AT MILWAEJft^ ON MAY FOUR AND FIVE NEXT. *. 

IN REGARD TO CASE CAPTIONED "EUGENE BVPM/cZ ETAL; VIOLA GREGG 

beo 7 jfi " o y,.oi - ' T-o» •' 

LIUZZO, LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS - ', SA GETTI NGS ARRESTED.. EUGENE 

V » VI TJTU|»n t‘ V . 

ED STATEMENT FROM THOMAS AT TIME OF ARREST, AND 

, P ■ - - 

OM THE PERSON OF THQMAS *Itì SEARCH^ C^JUCTED . IJ 


THOMAS, OBT 


OBTAINED ffVTpEN 


END PAGE OilE 

6 0 AFR 3 01965 , 


MR. DELtiOWT FDR TUE DIRECTOR 




SAC/ Philadelphia CS-NEW) (C) 

-, t *. * * - f,* ^ , * 

UMSUD ; Hrc. WILLIAM*J. ' FARRELL 
nac FRANCES KELVIN*-: VICTIM 
EXTORTION “■ '• * ‘ v 


FR.GM 


SUBJECT 


UNSUB; Mrs. STILLI AM E.‘FARRELL» 
neè K2LZM .ROMAYNE LIUZZO - VICTIM 
EXTGRTIOH •' 


PATRICK. THOMAS LIU2ZO 


Re Detroit teletyoe to Philadelohia this date 
caotioned ’UNSUB; JOSEPH LIUZZO VICTIM; CARI-IELLA LIL'ZZO 
VICTIM; EXTORTIO.T. .* . 1 ► 


'H - Bureau ’ .**■ * \X7 T *-**.*■ Irt C . 

jt /3A-9-NEW /( 0 ? * KaV'A^ ■ . 

T • ■ "X - 44-WILLlAMyORVILLE EATON : EUGENIE " 

—-W-‘- • THOMA&SrOWE ; COLLIE'"LtRO#WILKINS , *,/ / / 

.‘fMRSr~VÌÒLA iGREGgfrLlUZZO - r77 

’ * *' VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS. " < J-L- - 

1 Mobile (44-WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; EUGENIE UQO? lMOGaiffi 
'■ \ • , THOMAS ROWE: COLLIE LEROY WIUCìHB,APR 27 1965 

'■ - :■ JR.i MRS. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO - 

; * VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS) -- —— 

ò - Philadelphia ■ ; . T, ' 

2 - 9-NEW (UNSUB; Mrs. WILLIAM J. FARRELL - VICTIM; 

“ * ■' EXTORTION) ■' 

2 - S-NEW (UNSUB; Mrs. .WILLIAM P. FARRELL 
, EXTORTION) ", 

.2.»:9-HEW,(UNSUB; PATRICK THOMAS LIUZZO - VICTIM 

l *’<;*•■*■*.'.** . . ;extortion> , . ... J _;— • 

JWR:AMS ' (11) - ■ * ■ ; ‘ v / I 


VICTIM 










Aprii' 23. 1965 
<■ 7 *^.. ... r* 

£ • i * J r^ jL*ySfi V y * *4 

*^Si .rtf.tTi*.*l-j5 J 


URGENT 


&f»- ìv-v^' i\;v ,V 

’jtrf/- tf.‘ r ••• ''4' ‘ r ‘ ' 1 

TO SACS * BIRMINGHAM ■ 
; vp-MILWAUKEE ,-«. 

V^ri#iy.HOBiLa .£* 


FRCW DIRECTO. 


EUGENI THOMAS, WILLIAM ORVILLK EATON, COLLIE LEROY 


IUZZO - VICTIMr 


JR.; VIOLA GREGG 


GARY THOMAS ROWE 


LEROY JERO: 


LOTEN - VICTIM 


BUREAU CONSIDERS 


REBHTEL FOUR DASH TWOTHREE DASH SIX PTVE 


IT PREFERABLB IF THERE IS CONFIICT IN TRIAL DATES THAT SA „ 

. .r . , . . FED3UL RJSEAt) Of 

* ■ r " ’ ■’ " * ** . i ' ’ B. i DEPAKTVOTT 

GETTINGS BE MADB AVAXLAHLE FOR TRIAL OF THI 3 CASE XOMMGTHCÀTCtl 


COUNTY ALABAMA..V MILWAUKEE SHOULD CONSIDER POSSIBIL 


* . i \ » * »* * 1 r * * \f * li 1 ' * | il i * 

USlkj^ANOTHER WITNESS‘FOR TRIAL 1 OF CASE CAPTIONED *JOì 5 F 


ET AL» AI MILWAUKEE' 


■(ALL OFFICES KRJEP BUREAU PROMPTLY 


IVISED. OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS, MATTER 

T j: _ r T~ .. *. »**■ f** 4 J 

*■*"**■" *1 **•*■*'* 1>‘ Ph ••/%>• f**' ? 4‘-iftC ’ ■ 


oHOTE * - 1 Captioned caaet involv.ea nmrder of Mre.Q 

^Lowndes County, Alabama ,t? 3 /^ 25 / 65 v 1 •' Three subjects indicteaby state 
\§rand jury for first degree- murder and accordi 

■ court judge, trial will begin 5 / 5 / 65 . BH advìsed SA Lawrence G. 

Gettingo of BH Divislqjikl^s ^ee'n Dpdfulsed to be in Milwaukee, Wiscon 
, aa a necessary witness on 4 / 30 / 6 o for trial of case captioned "John 
Edward Davis, Et al., WSTA; ITaR, Prostitution; Misprieion of Felon 
' AuSA Gimble, Milwaukee, advLrfea case will be tried^ 5 ^ 4 ^ 5/65 at-- ! 
„ Mifffwaukee. T^riàì °£ subje^a in captioned case also* scheduled for’ 
sJfc/fe /65 at Hayneville,.-Ala^Sama.; Bureau advice requested" in vhich „ ’ 
Gettinga ia to tejftify*\. MO attempting to definitely establii 
|trial date for captiot^fd-oéfsif.V Gettinga needed to testify to arres 

iand . Bearci-,of subjeat/TlW{naÌYand recovery-pf .murder waapon. ' • fl‘ 
*R -uAjL m notyk —1 telttype uhit 1“' 4 -. * L ; * *v» *. - * . . * !_ * - ■ 


rvL«ti 

Cetpw _ 
CtMa 







UNITED STATES GO\ 


IMENT 


Memorandum 


ypARTMENT OF JUSTtCE 


Director 

: Federai Bureau o£ Investigation 


3 0 J965 


njrohn. Doar, Acting 

Ann-f atant Attomeì 


dati: 

JD:FMD:a 


^Aaaistant Attomey General 
™° M * Civii Rights Divialon \ / 

William Eaton, Collie^ 


DJ 144-2-f>70 
n 1-065-20 


:awi 

-24- 


& 

. Wilkins, Jr.» 


WilliamO. Eaton, cajiLi*’L. wrmins, jr., ; I ' 

umrer-r- Eugeni" ThoijMis, Gary T^itowe, Jr., Subjects; (£) 

J * Mra. Viola'Liuzzo, Victim. •" *..\v w * \ . * 

Conapiracy Against Rights, (Lowndea County, Ala.) 

CIVTL RIGHTS 

This refers to thè investigation currently being conducted 
in connection with thè killing of Mra. Viola Liuzzo near 
Lowndesboro, Alabama, on thè night of March 25, 1965. 

Flesse provide a summary of thè available background 
information on thè subjecta recently arrestad in connection 
with this case. This summary should include information con- 
ceming thè paat Ku Klux Klan activity, other anti-civil rights 
activity and any seta of violence or threatened violence en- 
gaged in àrn-Atabaraa. by these subjecta or with which thè se 
subjects may be connected. 

m 

In addition please provide a summary of thè available A 
information on thè activities of thè Ku Klux Klan organizationy J 
jin thè Selma, Montgomery and Birmingham areas since 1960. This / 
should include thè ideatities of key Klavem level activ is ta/ --**^ * 
and .higher level leadera . It should also include a chrònology 
of violent anti-civil rights activities threatened or engaged 
| in in Alabama by members of these Klavems or with which tney 
P may be connected. ^ 

Also provide available background information on thè mast 
violent members of thè Klaverns referred to in thè preceding 
paragraph and on key state leaders. In this connection please 
include summaries of thè available information on thè following 
persona: 

Robert Creel Ronald TidwelL 

Robert Thomas Robert Shelton 

Eugene Reeves Matthew Murphy 


Wì 


Please furnish this information to Mr. St. John Barrett 
of.my staff in MontgomeryAlabama, by Saturday, Aprii 3,; 1965. 

? *'**' “ ' 4 * -^.L'tXL +/// 

' V, “. ' ; ; '* HtCr ^ TI Atti - ri65 


Vi.ir* 1 Vi s/.va*>*.. 






J ■ + L, 


tO Oo ==> 



il 


Mr. John Doar 

ictlBi Assistant Attorno; General 


Director, FBI , 


in 


TOGSiat TEOOA3, 

WILLIAM OfiTILLB KATGM, * 
GAST THOMAS fiOVX JX 
COLLIS LEEOT «1LAIKS, JS.j 
WIOLA LI UZZO - TICTIA 
CIVIL IIG3TS; SUSCTIOH LA WS 


1 — Mr, Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 

Aprii 1, 1969 

1 - Mr. bIloic* 

1 » Mr. EOssn 
1 - Mr. Sulllvan 
1 - Mr. Baungardner 
1 - Mr. Gray 


Keference la mede to your Iettar of Kircb 30, 1969, 
request ing background infomatlon on thè subjecta recenti; 
arreated In thla case, a sanar; of thè actlvltlea of Alan 
orsanizatlo qs In thè Selma, Montgomery and Biroinghia, Alabama, 
areas silice 1960 and infonatlom concernine Alan acttrista and 
leader*» 

Aa yoa are avare, background Information on thè subjecta 
la thla case has been furnlshed to ;ou b; a; lattar of March 30. 
1965. 

t 

Vith regard to yoor request for a summary of avallable 
Information on thè acttvltles slnce 1960 of Alan organlzatlons in 
Selaa, Montgomery and Birmingham, thla material la already In your 
posseaslon. Please refer to FBI investigative reporta prepared by 
our Birmingham and Mobile Office^ furnlshed to you regularly In 
thè cases entltled "United Ti^nm of America, Ine., Anlghts of thè 
Ahi Alar Alan"; "U. 9. Alane Anlghts of thè Au Alux Alan, Ine.**; 
and "Diale Alana, Anlghts of thè Au Klum Alan, Ine.** These reporta 
prepared contempcrane oasi y vith thè evento, previde aìhrQnology 
of actlvltles of these Alan organlzatlons as veli am iniofmation 
'MAi^vucemmlng thè Ir leadara and actlvlsta. "M i — 


'APRI- 


1 - iqg 5 i In regard to your request for avallable oact ground ;v 
Inform ation on thelndlvi^alamen tionedlny o ur let^sr^repór t a 

* ^^ffi^Si^fnyour request, avallable background Information 
concernlng Eugene Beeves, Ronald Tldvell and Uatthev Murpby vili 
bA furnlshed by Aprii 3, 1965, to MÀ. St. John Barrett of your 
staff àt Montgomery, Alabama.. , * \ ) ì 


9iek ground 


hi linml , 

_ 


AfGjjmv (10) 


Vù» 




Troiter _ JL* 

r.-k p™_ fX ^— 

*7 ¥-apR i 


sn ROfrt'BAql^O 



& 


u 

I 

Mr # John Doar 


note : . I 

See memorando» Baumgardner to Sull Ivan dateci 3/31/63, 
'■* captloned "Eugene Thoua, William Orvillo Eaton, Gary Thomas 
Rotto, Jr., Collie Leroy Wllklns, Jr.; Vida Lluzzo - Vietla, 
Civil Blghts; Electlon Lava,** prepared by AIG:Jas. 
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UNITED STATES C/~\ERNMENT 

Memorane im 


Mr. Belmont 


datel May 4, 1965 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Callahan 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hines 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 
VIOLA^lIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTXMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Inspector Joseph Sullivan in Selma, Alabama, has 
telephonically advised that thè Circuit Solicitor, Arthur Gamble, 
has requested a verification or documentation of payments which 
ha ve been made to thè informant (Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr. ) over — 
a period of years. According to Sullivan, thè Solicitor desires to 
have some written record if possible to support testimony of 
Agents that payments had been made to this informant for a 
substantial period of time. 


-* It should be noted that thè Department had previously 
instructed SAC Ingram of thè Birmingham Office that he was not ! 
to furnish any information whatsoever from thè officiai files or 
records of thè office in connection with his appearance at thè triaL 


ACTION TAKEN 


This matter is being taken up with thè Civil Rights Division 
of thè Department for a determination as to what action they desire 
be pursued concerning thè request of thè Circuit Solicitor to support 
thè testimony of thè Agents that payments have been made to this 
informant for a substantial period of time. 
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TRIAL IN CAPTIONED MATTER AQAINST SU3JECT COLLIE MILKINS^' 
*QAN MAY THREE, INSTANT, AT HAYNEVILLE, ALA. TVO MOTIONS 
IRE FILED BYDEFENSE COUNSEl BATT MURPHY AND MERE RULED ON 
’ COURT, THE FIRST CONTESTINO THE JUSTICE OF THE COURT... 

XAUSE OF PUBLICITY ATTENDANT TO ANNOUNCEHENT ON SUBJECTS 
ìREST BY'PRESIDENT JOHNSON VAS DENIED. A SECOND MOTION TO 


mR,VlEM '.STATE WITNESSES SARY THOMAS NOVE AND LEROY BOTON , 

s 0RANTED. 

MURPHY TALKED TO BOTH ROME AND MOTON^ HE MAS ASSIST^ ^ g " 

* RALPH RQTON,■ THE PUBLIC RELATIONS MAN IN ALABAMA FOR TUE_ 

IITED KLANS.' ROTON HANDLED TAPE RECORD!NG EQUIMPENT. THE " lU , ~ . 

(1| . 1 ^ j[ 

SULTS ofe frfl¥ES?jNTERVIEV’ HA VE BEEN FURNISHED IN SEPARATE . , /I 1/ 


’D PAGE ONE 
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0 PM^rST URGENT 4 - 26-65 AJG • 
3R£CT0R, BIRMINGHAM, TAMPA AND MIAMI 
rSAVANNAH 261639 ■ 


^SUGSSE THOMAS; I 
?5 0N APRI l|| 


ADVISED THAT OH J| 

SOUTH CAROLINA, GRAND DRAGON BQBr 1 

SCOCCINS EXHIBITED THE PHOTOGRAPH OF ROWE, FBI INF$MANT£ * 
-IN THE SEDIA, ALABAMA, MURDER AND JNSTRUCTED ALL Gfy^D 
OFFIGJ^Sj ^EXALTED CYCLOPS AND TITANS‘AND INVESTIG/^jDRS ©* , _j 

The klan"to be on thè lookout for him. if this iNDTviqgAL. j 

IS.L0C4TED«THE GRAND DRAGON IS TO BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED ‘i 
OFHISf'WHERÉABOUTS. - ‘ -• J 

• jNFORftINT ADVISED THAT THIS MEANT THAT "THE GUN IS 7„ ‘ 6 
OUT FOR'hIM 1 AS AN "FBI FINK" .AND THAT HE WILL BE.TAKEN '•:/ 
CARE OF FOR "LYING." HE ALSO ADVISED THAT THE KLAN IS TRYING 
|TO LOBATE FAMILY OF ROWE, HOWEVER, HE DID NOT KNOW WHY 
THEY WANTED HtS FAMILY BUT PROBABLY WANTED TO HARASS TtìEM" * 
TO F IND^OUT WHERE ROWE IS LOCATED. * ALL SOUTHERN OFF I CES .. 

^ * 1 T ■ i V 

ADVISEpiÌBY LfclM. .. . 7' 


LAST 


REO 39. 
EX 110 


f (Af irUtHifcnci coniarne in CÀe afcou# nxuaff £* lo b* diiBtminaléd Mliùli th* Binati, U U lUffiittd that il èf 
larvphraiéd in arder lo proitct tb* fì urtai/* cryplographic lyitini. , * ^ ^ t f . 

*' ; / ^ * k .> * > * * * , s ’ * i : J ‘ * 

**► ” ± t ‘ , j . *. ' ■- -- < 
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May 4, 1065 
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Honorable Frank J. Lausehe 
United States Se nate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

My dear Senator: m 

Tour note of Aprii 29th, with enciosures, haa been “li - 
received, and I appreclate your brlnglng thls to my attention. * ’ccT? ^ 

Althcrugh I would Uke to be of Service to your constittehti 
I am not in a positìon to comment in any manner as he has suggested S 
inasmuch as one of thè Individuala involved in thè murder of 5 

Mtb. Viola^ Xiuzzo went on trial May 8rd and prosecution of tlie othera 
la to follow. I can assttre you, however, that thè person referred to 
wae not a Special Agent ol thè FBI, and I trust your constttuent vili 
understand vhy lt la not vlthin our prerogative to comment on this case. 

Sincerely yours, 



- Mr. DeLoach - Enciosures (3) 

- Mr. Rosen - Enciosures (3) 


I (?*/*■ 

fia^i^record in Bufiles. The C 


NOTE: Constituent 
enciosures were acop^of^J®^H|letter to Senator Lausche and a copy 
'jOf his.answer toWB^jBovertnesig nature of his Adrainistrative 
Assistant Ray M^Wmte. The individuai to whonflHD^refers ls Gary 
Thomas Rowe, and infor ma nt who was present durinone murder of 
Mrs. Liuzzo, a civil rights worker in Alabama. This response was 
’ jdiscussed with thè Civil Rights Section of thè General Investigative Divisori. 
,/We bave had cordial relations with Senator lausche. 

)i-KtJS:dn CI) ttùy- jjl. _ 

? r> M ? 3 $*<> di •• 
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Alabama Grand Jury Readies « 
epòrt On NightJHder Slaying} 


NEVILLE, Ala, U) A 
jury reports its findings 
n thè investigation of thè, 
v 

dei ilayìng of t $9*year- 
ite dvil rights worker. 
Lowndes County jury ofl 

te men complete*! its in - 1 
lion yesicrday into thè 
i ataying of Mrs. Vio la 

of Detrofl and of severa] 
cases. It reportedly re-i 
ionie indicUnents, butj 
nature vili not be Icnownl 
(ter thè format report and' 
hose indicted bave beeni 
into eustody, 

ng those questione*! by lhe| 
vas Gary Thomas Ftowe 
M-year-oId Birmingham 
vho was arrested by fed- 
jthoriUes after thè Làuxic 
1 boi la ter rdeased. 
e was one of tour Ku 
ilan&men arrested on fed¬ 
ivi! righls charges March 
? day after Mrs. Li uno 
hot to tìeath in her car 
Lo-wndesboro. A federai 
jury meeting m Mont- 
y earlier this monto m- 
tfce other three men on 
■s o( consptring to injure 
s in thè exerdse Of Lheu 
utuxia] rights. 

-e indicted were Eugcne 
is, 42, an employe of U.S. 
it Bessemer; Collie Leroy 
s Jr., IL of Fairfieìd, a 
■mpìoyed medianici and 
ti Orviile Eaton, 41, alio 
'caemer, a retired Steel 


n was not indictcd and Uid' 
against hlm lubscquenim 
imnissed. The New York 1 
said Eowe had beon work* 
an urtdercover a geni, for 
IL Federai luthorities, h> 
: Ihe FBl ( alx) state of- 
refused io eoouuent on 
POTL | 

nwtule, thè prezident of 
tgalusa, La., Civic and 
League—wtiich ciatmi It 
-~Mr thè tan't N éimi 


was arresteri on a char ce nf is-1 
suuig a worlhless H5 check. i 

A, Z, Young was accused in 
a warrant of signing a check 
dated Aprii 10 issued to WanTs 
Repair Chop, a BogaJusa tele- 
Vision itone owoed by a white 
man. 

City Judge A- J. Jones signed 
thè warrant and set an Aprii 
26 hearings. Young was released 
on $500 bali. 

In Nampa. Idaho, tbe Negro 
wbo served a cne-day tenn as 
^ Grand TUan of thè Idaho Ku 
KIux Klan in February was re- 
ported missing. His wife, Mrs. 

J Ammaline BeUesen, toid Naxnpa 
] polire her husband, Paul Bel* 

I icsen, kit ho me in thè family 

» 

: _ j- -- 

car and had not re t uni ed. 

Le ter, one of BelleserTi for- 
mer employes in a janitor Serv¬ 
ice, Larry Brennan, lold poi ice 
he saw Bellescn in San Fran¬ 
cisco International AirporL He 
aaid Bellescn told him, ‘T'm just 
ioti of taking a vacalion and 1 
don't want anybody to know you 
saw me/ 1 

In Boston, dvil righi* leader* 
went ahead wilh plans for a 
massive pài^de and rally Frv 
day wilh Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. ai thè chief tpeakcr. 
The parade and rally are to 
protest radal tmbalance in 
ichooLs and fub-standard bous- 
jng. 

Mayor John F, CoUins look 
Issue wilh a statement by thè 
jReY. Virgil Wood. bead of tbe 

Boston branch of Kìng's South¬ 
ern Christian Leadership Con- 
fcrence, Ihat t h e marcherà 
would demonsUate in front of 
dty hall. 

Wood wid Selma oTkials 
didn'l want demonstrations 
eJthcr, bot they were held 
lìcverlheless. ''Boston il do dif- 
ferent fmra Selma/ 1 he taid. *Tf[ 


we choose lo do IL we~will Uff 
IL” 

Collins said that was unreas* 
onable after thè dty had freely 
grani ed pernii ts for thè parade 
Ihrough thè Principal downtown 
business streets, plus thè use of 
Parkman bandstand on Boston 
Common for thè raUjL—— 


(Jcdlcata p-aqe. uom# of 
a«Wipop«r, city oq 4 *lnt«0 
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(Aiouni Qipplng In Spoco Bolow) 

Z BÌ Infórmer No~ 
ìurprìse To Klan 


By TOM CHASE 
ANTA, Ca. (AP) — Top 
iz Klansmen say thcy are 
rprised by FBI daims thè 
I orderx bave been infil- 
bot they say Government 
should spend more lime 


James R. Venable of Sione 
Mountain, Ga., imperiai wizard 
of Ihe National Knighte of thè 
Ku KJux Klan Ine.» said thè FBI 
|ought to be using its agente “in 
thè Communist field ralher than 
itrying to catch KKKs." 


Z Com muraste, 
in Craig, Georgia grand 
i of thè United Klans of 
ra, Knights of thè Ku 
Clan, said thè case of Gar- 
omas Rowe Jr. of Brun¬ 
ii was nothing new. 

*5 one of thè men who 
been playing a dual role 
long,” said Craig, J6, 
sday night. 

was talking to SheHon 
that over thè weekend,” 
d. "Shelton lold me he has 
i it for severa! years *' 

,g referred to Robert M. 
n of Tuscaloosa, Ala., im* 
wizard of thè United 
of America and, as su eh, 
«Il head of severa! state 
s. Shelton could noi be 
>d for comment 
Reported Tipster 
e was reported to be thè 
t wbo provided thè FBI 
nformation which resulted 
.mj^ aureste in thè slaying 
,oll LhJtzo, li?*? Detroit 
r of five killed March 25 
thè dvil rights march 
Selma to Montgomery, 
il federai and Alabama 
rities bave declined com- 
on thè Rowe re pori, 
tually," said Craig. #t we 
ihat some of thè crimes 
cd to thè KKK have beèn 
r>y FBI informers to creale 
,te of hatred against the 
ixation when true klans- 
were noi involved." 
suggested the House Un- 
ican Adlvilic s Commi ttee 
ligate what be cali ed the 
mmistic eleroent involved 
e Selma to Montgomery 
h 'ratber than stariing a 
^the KKHj * 


At the same time, Venable 
said, "there has never been any 
member of the KKK charged 
with selling any secrets of the 
U.S. govemment or with insur- 
rection nor has there been one 
who besitated when aiked to 
serve in the military.” 

Just to be on the safe side, 
Venable said, “we are setting 
traps for pimps and infiltrators. 
We are setting more traps than 
the FBI." 

Nothing To Bidè 

Asked if he knew of federa] 
agente in his organila tions, he 
said, "I don’t know of any, but 
I’m sure we’ve got them. We 
have nothing secret to hide. Our 
ladies are to use the baliot box 
to win this race war." 

Craig said he would welcome 
FBI agents to his organization 
“if they could qualify. Bui we 
don’t want them coming in ss 
d ruggiste -or mrrhanics or im- 
posters of any kind.” 

M E. McDaniel, grand dragon 
of the United Klans of America 
in Mississippi, declined com¬ 
ment about the FBI when 
reached at his home in Naldiex. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
often has said the bureau has 
the klan virtually wired for 
sound with informante. 

“At times I think we know 
more about what the Klan is 
doing than we know about whal 
some divisions In the J usti ce 
Department are doing," Àtty. 
Gen. Nicholas Kateenbach 
quipped recently in Wa*tùrgioo 
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GÀBY THOMAS EOWE 

* * i reported ti pater. 


about lt, a po lentia] informant 
may often be brought annmd « 
with thè oblique reminder that l 
be may, one day, desine leniefr I 
cy for critnes in which he hu l 
become involved 

The Times report tald that al* 
though thè de tali* of Rowe’a 
story are now known, thè dr*, 
cumstances indicate be waa la 
thè assaUanU' car when Mrc, 

Li lizzo was killed, but could net 
t>revent thè shooting. Three 
men who were with Ro-we bave 
been tedicted co lederai 
Charles ol ccnspiracy te violata 
thè constitutìonal righls ol dv- 
0 rights demonstratm, Chargei 
against Rowe were dropped and 
i he waa released, i frecman» 






(Mount Qlpplng la Sp«c* 


FBI tUndercover Agent? 


rJINGTON 


Money. 


ment" whea tsked about a New 
ic duty. A favtr in court York Times report that Bowe 

are thè persuasi ons thè bad been 1U underoover man in 

« with Ku Klux Klaus* a " thè case. 

Coramunists and gang- #gent » which has been applied lt la eammonly known, bcw- 
hen it needs informa bon tQ Rowe ^ others? ^ ^ cqj,. ever, that thè FBI will pay ior 
o come only trom thè in- Indonnation, rtrictly on a casb- 

.. ‘ . *_i -j on-delivery basis. One Justic* 

■m — and usually only for ™ T ^. Department aource aaya as 

; “u* ™ » ztfSTzssrz 

|y es become members of. somethine else. por£nt piece o! Monnation. 

in, tbe party, or thè syn- But thè term al* b loosely c * J ^ 

applied to informerà - meo ** In thè day-to-day routine 
oently — and net only for and women wbo are not in thè law enlorcement, lt s more 
* jobs but o/ten for years FBI but who, for tome induce- t ^ at *** ^ 

inuing informatìon — in- ment, regularly supply informa- cover * * ex ^ >et lse5 

'ìs already In thè organ- lioo to thè government meru «xtn jixJce 

' are Upped. FBI DIRECTOB J. Edgar 

CTIMES — and this ìs Hoovtr has often taid thè bu- ME AMOUNT SPENT BY 
liffi cult — fridividila ^ on reau has thè Klan virtually Hoover'i man ior l&farcxiatìon 
n*es or totally outsrde, wired for aound with inforni- ^ch year does Dot appear in 
ha KIan t are contacted ants. thè FBI appropria£ion chart 

ged to join up and start „ At toes .. Attoniey o^l 
ng out informabon. Nichol « Katzenbach quipped 

Ty Thomas Rowe was, as rocently, "I think we know Money ls not thè only induce- 
*n reported ( thè tipster mor* about what thè Klan is ! ment offeredby FBI men seek* 

1 thè FBI to thè alleged dom^ Ihan we know ibout what 1 informatìon. Mudi has been 

of Mrs. Viola Li uzzo in some divisìons in thè Justice E a ^^d from a private, discreet 
ia, he did ao >s a KLans- Department are doing." discussion of a man't duty t© 

nd uot aa a member of xhe FBI refused to diseuss ^ ^ ^ 

! * any aspect 0 / tbe Uwo case Uw lBdcinier ' 

terrn “andarcover and iasued a terse eoo And whlla ttw FBI ffnn't talk' 


(iDdlCQtt poqt, B<ra* of 
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iuzzo Case ’Suspect’ 
XpparentlyfFBI Ageitf 

U*#*l Tl 4* Ttafm 
Frwn Tt« ^ J Ytrt Tinti 

IAYNESV 1 LLÌ, Ala. — Gary 
Jtowe, cne of thè tour men 
"inally accused by federa] of- 
ts in thè slaying of Mrs, Vi- 
Liuzrc, emerged yesterday 
an apparent undercovcr 
^nt for thè Federa] Bureau of 
'«tigation (FBI), ' 
lowe testified for about two 
tra ytsterday afiemoon be- 
e a Grand Jury which ls in- 
^ìgating thè slaying of thè 
troit civll rights worker m 
rx± 25 . 

Tic Grand Jury Is expected te 
«irt Its dedsìoa before noon 
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àn Arrested In Alabama 
IlingJProves FBI Agenf 

V YORK W f- Gary T, Montgomery dvil nghts march, 
one of thè tour men The Times taid in * dispatch 

illy arrested by federai Trom Haynevilie thal although 
s in thè ilaying of Mrs> thè deLails of Rowe's story are 
Uuizo in Àiafcrama, has noi known, thè circumstances 
*sd as an undercover L dicale he was m thè assai!- 
for thè FBI, thè New ants* car when Mrs, Liurzo was 
Times ratd loday. Iriiled, bui could noL prevent thè 

c, M, of Birmingham, shooting, 

■d yeslcntey al Hayne- The three other men taken 
Aia,, before thè Lowndes into custody thè rame day Rowc 

V grand jury in vestigli line was arrested — March 16 — 

tal shoolui" cf Mrs. Liut- bave been indicied in Moni* 
**yearoid Detroit tnolher gomery on federai charges of 
e. The govemment Uter conspiring to violale thè consti* 
ni eharges agadjist Rowe tutional righis of demonstrators, 
e was freed, President Johnson, in announc- 

Lruzzo was stein in a ing their arresis i desenbed 
hortly after che panici* thera as members of thè Ku 
in thè March 25 Selin 2 _L£_Kiui KJan, ■ , -» 
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cfausnian Released in Uuzzo Slaying 
ppaifcntly Worked Secretly for FBI 


ì. 


OeLooch 
Cosper _ 
Callohan 
Conrad _ 

Felt_ 

Gale _ 
Rosen 
Su Ili vant 
Tavel 




A reUable| 
Bouree &aid Rowe eontended; 
thè shocking happened quicklyj 
and on the «pur of thè mo-\ 
meni and he wu helplea* lo, 
interfere. « 

Rowe hai been aupplying 
Luther King Jr/s Sotith-|th> f M'^'UOnTormgUp'jQ^prt 


By Jack TtfeUon passing ctr as she drove from,buUeU were tìrtd 

ÌM àMìm Time* < Selma lo Montgomery a few 

AYNEVILLE. AL . Aprii hours v , 25 

-A Ku Klux KLnsman who U> thè SUL C.pltol. 

♦arcntly witnesscd thè siay- With her was a l&*yearold 
or Viola Liuzzo of Detroit Negro» Leroy Molon, who 
ile he was workjng under*!Works for thè Rev* Dr. Mar 
cr for thè FBI. tesUfiedlUn 
ore thè ,Lowndes County 
md )ury loday. 

•ary T. Rowe Jr »34. broughl 


Trotter 
Tele Rót>m 
Holmes_ 


ern Christian Leadership Coo*!Klah~agLTvitie5 since 
ference Mclon» who esc n ned I cord ini» In thè Bouree. 


ference 

Injury, 


e under > hc«vy FBI guani. i^L- tod ®y 


liso testlficd 


tified for two hours before 

* Jury. and then was whtskcd 

* of thè Counly^by^agcnu 
-o used force to keep’a re* 
nC r- fTofb Sfxsifz ^uT"lnlcr 
>w'him 


The arresi of thè Klansmen 
was announeed thè day aflcr 
the tlaying, Rowe's role as mxi 
undcrcover informant appar- 
ervtly accounted for thè ipeed. 
He reportcdly_ catled the FBI 


r toW”was armed with a ^^^puri^L^ooiLas 

in . holstcr. (hc could slip Jway. 


He and threc other KUns* 
were arresied in thè 
areh 25 klìling and-booked 
* Federai chargcs of violai* 
5 Mrs, Liuzio's civil righLs. 
jl the JusUce Department 
ter dropped the charges 
:ainsl Rowe. lt has declined 
i aay why. 

Eugcrie Thomas, 42, Faìr 
eld ateelworken William O. 
♦aton, 4L a former iteci- 
orker from Bessemer, and 
olile Leroy Wilkins Jr., 21» a 
airfield auto mechanic* are 
-ce under 550,000 bond cach 
r* thè Federai ebarges, > 
Mrs. Liuzzo» a whilc civil 
h^4f-4-sr-*demonstrator t was 
.illed by bui leu fìred from 


jEowc reportedìy told the 
he was «ilUng in the back 
of the car from whicb thè 


before! Rowe end thè Ihree de- 
IfendanU were listed as mom- 
bers of thè United Klarts of 
America, Uve NatiofTs largest 
Kian with an ettimated mem 
bershio of 5000* 

As Rowe eraerged from the 
jury room today. a reporter 
tried lo follow him bjjU was 
shouldcred to thè waTi |y an 
FBragerur^Thc re porte 
"tìnued down thè hallwa 
another agcnt tdocked Lh 
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__-tonilo ued frm Page 1 

arrcsLs because cars of ^iB 
known Ku Klux KJansmen in thè 
area had been under *urreB- 
lanoe. 

The state grand Jury of 18 
white mcn heaaL-evidence oc 
thè Liuso Case during thè en- 
tire day ymierlay. ; 

Testimoni WiS also gjwn by 
Leroy Muiò|. 19. thè Negro civ- 
It righls wofkcr for thè Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 
who was in thè car wilb Mrs. 
Liuzzo «ben sbe was sboi 

FBI agenls were conspicuous 
tor thè ir absence during thè; 
moming. as state and county 
prosecutore apparentJy boped to 
makc a case wilhout associa I- 
ing thè federa] government wilh 
thè charges against thè accused 
persons. 

The Qrst indication that Rowe 
might be an Informant carne 
,whcn be was unexplaincdW 
jbrought to thè federai arrainft 
beni by FBI agents three houri 
bfter thè olher three defendantl 
nad arrived. , 










[ ne,Accused in Liuzzo Deat 


iy FRED P. GRAHAM 

• •*»* *** Tl“« N«n larvici 

HAYNESVILLE, Àla.-Ciry 
r. Rowe, ooe of thè tour dèa 
‘riginally accused by federai of- 
•oers tri Ihe sla ylng of Mrs Vi* 
'la Uuzzo. emerged today as 
n apparent tmdercover agent 
*ir thè Federai Bureau ef In* 
estigation. 

Rowe, W, testified for about 
f* yesterday afiern^n 


* 

Vrefora a Lowndes Counfy grimi 
jury which fs investigatine thè 
klUiug of thè Detroit tivUrighis 
worker on March 25. 

The grand jury is expected 
lo re pari Jts decisioa today. 

Under elaborale doak-and-dag- 
* r r ««rity mcasures by thè 
oJ, Rowe sbppcd Into Uie 
^nnd jury room in thè Lownfe 
-oumy coorthouse al l pjn, 

Two ho'rr* la ter, j’tporje, s 


$ 


spotted him ss he and two FB. 
special agents dasbed for 
back door of thè courthouse. 

■ An FBI man 'ìlodred thè door 
u thè sunbarned, red-hiired 
Birmingham man sped away In 
thè back seal of a ligbt green 
ear, accompanied by two FBI 
men. 

Rowe was said to bave worn 
what appeared to be a JS-calib- 
I e- revolver in • hip bolster as be 


enlered tbe grand jury room, 
and was seen wearing it as be 
dimbed loto thè car. 

It was la ter leanied from re- 
Uabìe sources bere that Rowe 
faas bcen a paid tnformant of thè 
FBI lor thè past sia years. 

It was reported that Bowe 
) said be bad been paid by tbe 
FBI nn« >»S9 for reporting od 
Su Klux Klan activibes. 

On March 25, Rbwe and EuJ 


Vene Thomas, 43, and W illuni 
0, Eaton, 41, both of BessemerJ 
JUa., and Collie Le Soy WiUdnd 
Jfr, 21, of Fairfiekl, Ala., w*re* ■*•• 
arrested by FBI agerts and 
diarged with coosplring to vio¬ 
late Mrs. Liuao’s tivil rights in 
thè fcOiing. Sin» murder ls not 
a federai crime, this was thè 
only charge that coold be placed 
against thè men. 

Last week, wben a federai « 

Ld w Wlcttd «* “'“l 

uu« ma boi 4M “Mt 

that he was an onderà ver ®- 
fonnant. Federai cbarges 
‘ Rowe were dropped and be was 

‘Tis reported that Enwe tete* 
phoned thè FBI beton be . 
f* Selma thè night of ( thè taU-1 
J e and that be calta! tbcm 
Jfe- te returned to Binning- 


tuVt Indica lions are that 
wal In tbe assailants* car 
Mri, Liuno was kiiled, hut^ 
eotild not prevent tbe shooling. 

Rowe's testimooy was not ai»* 
dosed, 

After Preàdeot Johnson an- 
nounced thè arrests tn a Jeta 
est on March ». tt had be» 

5 ated that FBI agents WS 
■bte to make such sp«aV 
See FBI. F»F 1} 
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harse$~Against One óf Four 
ccused Ku Klaxers Drópped 

&NTGOMEJIY, Al*, OPì — Ifa*c «as arncsted wilh thrtc youth in thc vehicle ttcaped 
Ju^ticc Department oLhcr Birmingham are* men— injury, 

*d chirjes ycslerday deecribed by Presidcnt Johnson 1 The olher mcn arrtsted after 
st a Birmingham man vhoas being membcrs or thè Ku her death were Eugene Thom- 
■trested within hours after Klux KJan—by FBI agenti thè ss, 42. an employe of U,5. Steel 
darch 25 civil righu iUy- day after Mrs, Viola Liuzzo, 39, st Bessemer; Collie Leroy WiN 
>f a Detroit housewife. was shot lo death from imbusti tins Jr.> 21, a lelf-employed 
order dismissing a con- near Lov ndesboro, Ala, mcchank of Fairfield; and Wil- 

‘■y «barge against Gary The shooling occurred on thè llam Orville Eaton, 41, a rt~ 
ìas Bo»e Jr„ 35. was highway being used by eivtl tired iteet worker, liso of 
d by U,S> Commissioner righu marcherà far their Selma- Bessemer, 


s M, Guttery. Io-Montgomery march lo drama- A federai grand jury Indicted 

™ molfon io dismiss ihe tire a voler registration cim- Thomas, Eaton and Wilirias 
■e carne from Asst U.S, paign. | Aprii G on ebarges of violatine 

J- O. Sente)!. Mrs. Liuzzo, ©nc of many out- thè conslitulional righta of dvil 

Washington, a Justice Do- of-sUlc voi un tee rs drawn to thè righis demonstralors. Rowe was 
icnt tpokesman said dis- march, had been shuttlinp dem- not indicted, and dismissal of 
1 of thè «barge was ■ onsirators from Selma lo thè Uìe originai chargcs against 
ic action sirice thè grand stale capitai Sht was slain birci thus carne is no surprise* 
failcd In indie! ftoivc. The i shorlly after *hr had lofi a The three indicted mcn are 
^man étd noi commenti Selma church by car, A Negro Irei; on bonds of $50,000 each. 


,(Ìlbvnl Cltpplng In Spsc» BtUv) 


_3j=JÌ The Tatsoa Tribune 
Tampa , Fiori Ja 
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(Mount Qlpptng In Sptcc fttlow) 


'Jahsman D epicted^ As 
Bl Informarli 


(Indicar* paga, oaa* o( 
«•vtpopft, city and alata.) 


•-ANTA - A Kd Klux 
man who was anested in 
mbush slaying o 1 Mrs. Vi- 
-iiizzo, & white civll rights 
nstrator frora Detroit, ap- 
•Uy hai turned state’* ev- 
*?. 

ications are he was an FBI 
-nant even belare thè mar* 

Irral chargcs •gainsfc/Jhe 
.man, Gary Ton{rnv JTL w e 
tM, wcre oroppcd Jbui a 
i Jury indicted throf of his 
v Klansmen. * / 


Rowe Hides Face Àt Birmingham Hearing 


KN ÀTTORNTT Matt H. 

»hy Jr. of Birmingham, who T 

sented all tour of tbe de- The tour Klansmen were 
nts, conlirmed yesterday charged with violating Mrs. Li- * 
he had been una hi e to k>* uzzo’s ci vii rights. The Justi ce c 
Rowe sin ce thè charges Department declined to ecplain 1 
dropoed, ,why it withdrew tbe compiami 1 

rpfiy said'It HnSy“TUvr **ainst Rowe. . . —U 

true M that Rowe was an Eugene Thomn, <2, atee!* [ 
m/ormant pnor to thè Li- worker of Fairiield; William Or- 
bui he *vamed *'thjs vili Eaton, 41, former ateelwork- j 
may backlire in more er of Bessemer, and Collie Le- 
Ihan one. There are «uch roy Wilkins Jr., 21, auto me* % 
g as counterspies." chanic of Fairiield, are free un- j 

e attarney, predicting thè der 150,000 bond each on thè t 
vili be “tremendously em- charges. 1 

iissing to thè lederai gcjv- Rowe was arresi ed fed- J 

xmtaaid be plans to file ^ idd thè press thè i 

■it of habeas corpus to re- vai M unemployed. •* ] 

th» fri to reveal “where _ «... • i 

m deUininc my dienL" AUbtm* Atty. Gen. 

• l. »nnmfv Flowers hai aaid he wul asX 

rrphy was listcd as « ,l0 ™ c y ^ Lowndes County frand )nry, 

‘ U thc wb' 1 * convenes Mooda y- 10 **• 

* to™ murder lndictrocnti in thè 

alter thè WU “*jL .SfwJ case. He indicated only thrw 

*»“ * “» tL 

lurphy. j ANT LINXS between Bowe 

f . , and thè FBI prior to thè Li una 

Twn ** - - * Itati A A- I * . . ... 


The day alter thè murder, 
President Johnson, in an unpre- 
cedented television address, an- 
nounced thè tour amsts, Menti- 
fied thè defendants as Klans- 
pen. and bitterly denounce^ 

fhé^hoóded society oli bigots." 

To some this sounded like thè 
President had prejudgcd thè 
guilt of thè deiervdants before 
an audience of miliians. Klan 
leaders complained bitterly and 
tbe American Ovil Liberties 
Union said thè Presidenti an- 
nouncement was incampa tibie 
with a tystem ol Justice that 
p resino es thè defendant inno- 
cent untll proven guilty^ —■—4 

m m I — -- —^ 


. , . lliu UIC * rw. a*/ — -- 

BJ.IER. Wi*T>hy bad ae- ^„ tn wou i < i ,dd another 
1 thè FBI of tryini tn hribe gtrange to an aheadyjjn- 
! to fi ve Information. *» “ ulu li and aa tiov er s ial case. 
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Hlnes o > | . 
f-> V 

Inspector Joseph Sull Ivan has advised that thè defense 
rested ita case at 11:30 a; m. Alabama tlme (1:30 p. m. Washington 
Urne) today. The defense called only stx witnesses. Closing argu- 
ments and thè charge to thè jury are scheduled to be given thls 
afternoon. / 

/ ' 1 / 

Roberr Sielton, Robert»,Thomas and Eugene*Reeves 
and Mildr ed'Thomas were called as witnesses by thè defense. 

I These four all testifìed that they were present with Attorney Matt 
,pMurphy when thè Bureau's informant, Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr,, 
made thè statement to Murphy that he had been offered a farm in 
Minnesota by FBI Agents. It should be noted that Rowe had stated 
yesterday on thè stand that thè idea of thè farm was concòcted by 
jAttorney Murphy. „ i ‘ # . * 

Mildred Thomas was also asked li Rowe had not made 
thè statement to her that he was a card-carrylng raember of thè 
Communist Party. The prosecutor objected and thè objection was 
upheld. [ f ^ • - 

Lorene^Frederick testified for thè defense that thè 
defendant, Collie LeRoy Wìlkins, as well as Rowe,'Thomas and Eaton, 
were in her restaurant before 10:00 p. m. on thè night of March 25, 1965, 


£ 

t 

I 

► 



Ry 


thè night of thè killlng. On cross examinatlon she admltted that she 
had not clocked thè Individuale into thè restaurant and that tt could 
have been after 10.00 p. m. when she saw thera in her place. 

. ■ <. -s cu- ti yy U * / i 

Another witness called by thè defense was a Mr. Powel l._ 

He was asked if Rowe, tiie Bureau Informant, had assaulted him. The 
prosecutor objected to this and Uie objection was upheldas MAY 11 1965 

r? .'I. I 

ACTION: This is being closely followed aiia^sptctor*S»44Waajf 
advise Vs of further developments In thè triaL* ; , | 

r >V / 
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CLM:mpd (7) 
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FBI MOBILE 


Uisj II ’ìrrtrj 

Mìm Gancij 


628 PM CST UHGENT 


5/4/63 


TO/DIRECTOH AND BIRH1NQHAN 


ROH MOBILE /44-1245/ 


E UGE NE .THOMAS, ET AL. VIOLA 6REGQ LIUZZO-VICT1H ET AL 

-OR 1ar: ; . 

Cccil-in Lj'ltJ 


REMOTEL TRIS DATE. SUHMARIZING TRIAL IN THE CAPTIONED 


BATTER AT HAYNEVILLE. ALA 


DURINO THE AFTERNQON OF MAY FOUR, 1NSTANT, LEROY JEROME 
MOTON TESTIFIED AS TO THE LIUZZO K IL LINO , DR. PAUL SHOFFEITT 



TESTI FIED CONCERNINQ THE AUTOPSY HE PER FORM ED , AND THE DIRECT 


EXAMINATION OF GARY THOMAS ROVI VAS COMPLETED* CROSS EXAMINATION • J 
OF ROVE SCHEDULED FOR OPENING OF COURT^fil^E AM t Ha/tIVE^ ~ J .■ j 

NEXT. ftijfi . . " 


« \m 11 1965 

NO INCIDENTS VERE OBSERVED IN THE TRIAL OR ELSEVh^RE. THE 

Pif'l * * R-'tf'O'-U.i-iA 


DEFENSE SERVED A SUBPOENA ON COL. AL LINGO, .AHP, TO PRODECE THE 
LIUZZO CAR AND ITS CONTENTS. THESE ITEMS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO_ 

f * . F ( *■ 

HÀYNEVILlX AND LOCKED UP AS EVIDENCE . 


I r : .' THE IH 
' « 


THEME OF DEFENSE COUtCEL WATT MURPHY-5 CROSS EXAMINATIO 


END PAGE ONE 

I? iJjy 
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FBI MOBILE 


736 PH CST/ 5/7/63 URGENT CCM 


PROM MOBILE (44-1245) 


It AL - VICTIMS 


IUZZO 


THOMAS, ET AL 


REMYTELS INSTANT CONCERNING TRIAL IN CAPTIONED HATTER AT 


hayneville, ala. 1 ' . . 1- ?• : 

-■ , r ■ M , 

* AT TOUR ZERO PIVE P.M., TODAY* JUDGE^, VERTH THAGGARD 

, % \ ' * * v 1 * , * 

DECLARED A MISTRIAL IN ÌNSTANT MATTER. HE HAD CALLED . THE \JÙRY 

V » 1 

IN PROM ITS DELlBERATlONS AT POUR P.M., AND QUESTIONED THE*JU^Y 


POREMAN AS TO THE POSS1BILITY OP REACHING A DECISION. THE ‘f 


POREMAN STATED IT STOOD THE SAME AS IT HAD RIGHT APTER THEY 

\ v r 4 T ^ T 

STARTED DELI SERA TIONS AT THREE PORTY P.M, MAY PIVE» LAST. . 


A ~~ fri - j 

=. ^ 



THE JUDGE OBTAINED PERMISSION PROM ALL ATTORNEYS’INVOLVED TO - : 



QUESTION THE POREMAN AS TO THE STATUS 


THE CONSENT VAS GIVEN 


AND THE POREMAN STATED THE VOTE VAS TEN TO TVO IN PAVOR OP 


CONVICTION. HE SAIO IT VAS HIS OPlNION'THAT NONE OPTHOSE 

* 

ON EITHER SIDE VOULD CHAMGE. THE JlJDGE ASKED JURY COLL^CTIVELY 
* ' - A < “A 109 / , 

IP IT WAS THElft OPINION AND ALL Nq^lJTfttlIR HEADS, HE ? ^ O 
ì v ' f i J *i •> 0 / ~~ ~~ d0 

THEN THANKEp^TKEM POR THEIR. SERVICE AND WWfcHRW-M TTTSlRIAli’ / 

: * , ;tt MAY 13 86$ ; ( |V?T 

Bl W~r’c? 'V- —— —' 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO — 

r " • ì ; j 

- COUNTY SOLICI?OR CARLTON PERDUE AND CIRCUIT SOLICITOR * * 

i *■ ti 

ARTHUR GAMBLE, JR,, BOTH ADVISED THE? VERE HEARTENED BY TEN *TO 

*- ff - 

TVO IN FAVOR OF CONVICTION AND IN VIEV OF GRAND JURY SEEIN3 FIT 

,,ì:, 1 (. * ' ' *' 

TO INDICT SUBJECT AND PRESENT tRIAL ENDIN3 IN TEN TO TVO Hl&TRIÀL,. 

- * " ? 4 t ì 4 £ < ‘ 

THEY SAID THEY HAD EVERY INTEN-TION OF PRESENTINO THE CASE FOR In 

-■ \ * t ^ i rr*v^ - 1 

TRIAL, BUT NO DATE COULD B£ SET Àt THÌS TIME*,. '?*‘*'* ^ r , 

JUDGE T* VERTH THAGGARD RECE3SED VITHOUT SETTIN3 ANY'DATE , 

. m * • ■;* V - ■* 

FOR CONTI NUANCE OR NEV TRIALS. ■ ' ' • ' 

v ■. . i.. ' ,J ?^ V 

OUTSIDE THE COURTRQOM DEFENSE ATTORNEY «ATT HURPHY HELD* 

; ^ j i^4 

• 1 *K- ! 

AN IMPROMPTU CONFERENCE FOR NEVSMEN AND TV CAMERAS AND ADVISED 


HE VELCOMED OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO FIGHT tHIS CASE AND HK 

; i ' » 

HAD BUILT HIS CASE THIS TIME ON CROSS EXAMIMATION AND HAD DONE 

• • r 

A GOOD JOB, BUT VOULD RETURN NExt TIME AND BLOV STATE *$ CASE, * - 

' _ * f* r' 

OUT OF THE VATER. HE UNLOOSED A TIRADE ^GAINST FEDERAL % 

INTERVENTION AND THE » NIGGERS UNGULE AND JEVS AND LIBERAL, 


LEFT VING GROUPS. 


* » 


JOE ZELLNIR, ASSOCIATED PRESS, MONTGOMERY, ALA,* INTERVIEVED 

J URORS DAN LEE AND BILL Y R. C HEATHA H FOLLQWING TRIAL* THESE 

MEN ADVISED THEY HjVD VOTED AGAI M5T CONVICTIO N. CHEATHAH StATED 

- ' 4 - - '^ im ' ’ •“ ' ‘ V * -, W • ‘ 


END PAGE TVO 


* * S 

U V ’ 


~ V* J * 
f -M * 


j - I r 







TW 



t 



PAGE TH*EE 


8WTE I DID NOT ACCEPT ROVE’S TESTIMONY, NOT VHEN HE SWORE 


BEFORE GOD AND BROKE HIS OATH BNQHOTE 


CHEATHAM'S COMMENT 


1 THIS REGARD REFERS TO ROVE'S OATH AS A XLANSMAN.Jì * 

\ „ > A f 

li LEE STATED QUOTE ME AND HIM (REFERRING TO CHEATHAM) ARE 

11 . » - 1 ,\1 £ 
LI PRETTY VELL ON THE GAME SIDE UNQtfOfET ..} f 

* 

| | BOTH OF THESE MEN DENIED THEY VERE MEMBERS OF THE KIT XLUX 


j KLAN. LEE STATED HE VAS MEMBER OF VHlTE CltlZENS COUNCIL AND 
l CHEATHAM STATED HE WAS FORMER MEMBER. -> . , , 4* ^ 


WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE WOULD LIKE.TO.HAVE SEEN BOVE A3*# 

M *' ’ ft ' 

DEFENDANT WITH WIUdNS, CHEATHAM STATED «WE VERY HUCH SO >* V, 


UN OO O TE , AND LEE STATED «Wf£ I AGREE U!4'3UOT g 


THE FOLLONING ARE THE NAMES OF THE TVELVE JURORSt GEORGE 


SPIVEY, HUGH M* TUBERVILLE, DAN LEE* ROY 0. LOFTIN,^ CLIFFORD 


MC MURPHEE. E. L. HOLLINGSHEAD. T« R. MOLLINGSHEAD,..*. F. ÀUTREY 


CHEATHAM, C. H * ROGERS, ROBERT B. ‘SMITH 


EDMUND SALLEE, 3ILLY R 


ABOVE NAMES MERE CHECKED THROUGH MOBILE INDICES, AND ' *■* , 

’ jc, Kh* 

NO SECURITY REFEHENCES VERE LOCATED. THIS INCLUDES THE KKtt/AND 

* \ » i’ - * • 1 (‘ M ' • ■ * 

N5RP; f IT IS NOTED THE JURY PANEL LIST FROM VHICH THESE TWELVE * 


VERE CROSEN INCLUDEO ONE V. C. AUTREY# JR.. A COUNTY EMPLOYEE 


END PAGE THREE 
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Dot.: 5-5-65 



Trans mitt he iollowlng in 


AIR MAIL - RE PISTE RED 


AIRTEL 


(PH&rìtj) 


TO: DIRECTOR* FBI (44-28601) 

x 0 ' : 

FROM: ''fy[7 S AC , BIRMINGHAM (4*»-l236> 

•Li ' ' > : *> >* t 

EUGENITTHOMAS; ET ÀL; r v ‘* . 

VIOLA LIUZZO, akaj ET AL -T VICTIM3 
CR - EL 


On 5-5-65 Mr. WILLIAM BRADFORf) HU1E, well-knòón author 
who resides at Hartselle, Alabamai contacted me and made known 
his desire to contact GARY THOMAS ROWE^ BilreMu informant\inHhe 
above captioned metter, in order to write articlés coverlng V 
ROWE’s activities, possibly for Readers Digest and Look Magazine. 
Mr. HUIE'also stated he would be interested in writing À hook 
regarding ROWE’s activitleà and might even possibly be interested 
in discussing with ROWE thè possibility of a,movie version óf his 
activities. v 1 i f ? ’ ' ■ -*■ ; t : 


Kr, HUIE pointed out that he has justìcompletéd work on 
a hook entitled "Three Lives for Mississippi." which deals with I 
thè three Civil Rights workers murdered in Mississippi last sumihe 
He stated this hook is due for early releaseì > He explained tha/t ' 
he has always been "proFBI" and that he could assure us*that ( 
anything he wrote pertaining to ROWE's activities would ba 
favorable to thè FBI, HUIE also stated that.in his^opinion thè , 
public has an improper and distasteful image-regarding informante 
used by law enforcement agencies and that he would welcdme thè 
opportunity of using ROWE's activities to try to change thè , ^ ^ 

public's attitude generally regarding informante used in law 
enforcement. He indicated that ha Would be willing to pay ROWE * 

3-Bureau - «H ' - L 

1-Mobile (infd',)-.RM ^T-, 1 JT — 1 ~ ““* 

EJIirlg ^ 8 M/TV&S > 

(6) . / . > / ./,/>" A. v **) :-r. 


Approvaci 


Spadai Ageat In Charga 










i 


BH 44-123$ 


1 .. *%J ’ < '4 - ' rr\ -•* 

witn articleg or a 


w«ll for hia collaboratlon in connection with articleg or a 
hook and would be willlng to pay ROWE's expenses to meet him 
in order to discuse thè matter. ; , M , 

. * a S 

ì * . * lt * . • ' ¥ * 

Mr. HUIE'stàted that he will be leaving Alabama on 
5-7-65 and will be>in New York for 3 or 4 -days at tJie.ttaU 
Western Hotel. He will thdn be in Chicago for 3 'or 4 days i‘ 
at thè Ambassador East Hotel# ’ He then piane* to'spend / y-- f'■ ■. 

Les’ at thfe Belai!*' Hotel . Ij'.vSV: 


approximately one week in“Los Angeles at tha^ Belai!* Hotel. 

He stated following his visit to Los Angeles*he will return -k 7 
to Hartselle. Alabama* and remaim there for th* ■ummer»Ii 

* ' ’ ^ ' V ^ t -.itti- — 

I advised Mr. HUIE that his interest in colldfTorating \ 1 
with ROWE in thè praparation of articles and poasibly 'a hook . ( r- 

would be made known to thè Bureau and ,if thara.is any.interest ...... . . 

in his proposition that'we would be ; Ih contact him'at ay ;i r. 

'* la ter date. f y V '-.V V\^.-??$***' 

. ' i r* ‘ T * , >- . . 4 ■ ' ■ !* /'* 8 * 

This matter, has not been mentibnecT tcTt^ARY'THOMAS"T t V 
ROWE * and no further action is being taken by thè Birmingham \ 

Office regarding HUIE's requegt pending advice frora thè Bureau, ì 

■ : i . ' I • n 



ro-u» «**. 




iMxwl Cllpylof In Spxi 


Editorials 


Shadow on thè South 


I T WAS bound lo come. After 
thè fatture of an Alabama jury 
to convict a young Ku Kluxer 
of thè civil righls murder of Mrs. 
Viola Liuzzo of Detroit, Dr. Martin 
Luther King asserted a new Fed¬ 
erai law is needed. It shnuld pro¬ 
vide that in civil rights cases in thè 
South thè govemment could ob- 
taln a change of venue to some 
place where a faircr trial could be 
had—"such u Washington, D.C.” 

Any such law would conflict 
both wilh American tradilion and 
thè Sixlh Amcndment. which as- 
aures thè accused thè right to trial 
"by an impartial jury of lite State 
ond Districi "wlicrcin thè 
shall have been commitled. 

But thè pressure for some pro¬ 
cedure tn move civil richts trials 
out of thè South will increate il ' 

1 Southern jurics scem incapatole of 
viewing evidcnce exccpt thrnugh* 
thè distorted lenscs of raci al big- 
otry. 

The mistrial in thè rase nf Col¬ 
lie Wilkins, Jr. f 21, causrri by thè 
refusai of two j uro ri to vote for 
conviction, was appai li ng. The 
jury had eyewitness testimony, 
from an FBI informant who was 
present in thè car wilh Wilkins 
and two other Klansmen when thè 
«hote were fired at Mrs. Liuzzo on 
thè Selma-Monfgomcry hictiway. 
Bullets recovercd from thè murder 
scene were shown to have come 
from a pistol found in the homo 
of one of thoae riding wilh Wil- 
kins. Thè accuscd killer riid noi 
testify irf denint of thè proKcru- 
tion'a evidence. All in all, It was 
ss «trohg a case ai the law could 1 
hope to obtain. 

But the two jurors, both formcf • 
memben of thè Whilp Citìzens 


evidence. One explained that he . 
couldn’t believe thè FBI inform- f 
ant, Gary Howe, bccause Rowe ad- 
mittedly had vinlatrd his Klan 
oath not to divulge ita secreta to 
any outsider. . 

To this juror, loyalty to the vio- 
lent, lawless Klan was more im-f 
portant than respect for the laws 
of the state and nation — «ven i 
where* wantoo murder wu In- j 
volved. t 


The aacrednrsa of the Klan 
' oath was heavily emphasized by 
the defense lawyer, hlmself a 
. Kluxer, in a disgraccful argumcnd 
deriding *s “while nlggers" any-t 
crime .. one invotved Ib Integration move-1 
menti, 

The alate of mind typified by 
the two holdout jurnrs and the de¬ 
fense atlomcy is diminishlng In 
the South. It reprcsents a amali 
arca of darkness. Unhappily, when 
it frustrate* justicc, as it hai dnne 
tno ottcn in Alabama, Georgia and 
Mississippi, it is so magnifled ss 
to cast a shadow upon an entire 
ragion. . , , 

Many Southerners are an- 
gered and embarrassed by the ae- 
tions of the ignorant and viclous in 
thelr midst Last Sunday, alter 
some 800 Kluxers paraded at An- 
niston, Alabama, with Wilkins and 
two others indicled In the Liuzzo 
murder marchjng as honored 
members, communily voices al An- 
nistnn were ratsrd in protest. 
Spokesmen for minisiers, business 
ond civlc gì mips dcplnrrd 1 he Kl.in 
demonstration; the Annislon Slar 
editoriallv crillclzed it. 

It bchooves other Southerners 
who place Jur.lh<* above race, and 
law a bove lr«»lìt lo proceed by 
word and dcH lo help lift the 


,chos* to disregard t h}a sha dow on thr South. 
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AT UN fi PDINT* Mf Murphy 
vM thè jtv7 wii split HghMo» 
foor for a axrvkrtìoa oa man- 
alaughtor, ■- 

! WUttna, thè Tt-yeir-oW Ktons- 
miii troni Fairfldd, Ala., would 
say nothfof but #, m common r 
to r e por t er » after thè vrnlkt 

Th» two furori favuring ao 
quitta! Uter wera JdentifW as 
Bllly IL Oieatham, a bookkcep- 
;«* tnd White Cltìrei» Om>cfl 
member, and Dan Lee, a me¬ 
diatile who formerly bekxifH 
to that segregationiBt organtra- 

tÌ0IL 

A 5 KJED WRY he opposM a 
fuilty verdkt Orai ha m re- 
ferred to thè testimony o( Gsry 
Thomas thè FBI intarm- 

er who infiltrateti thè Klan and 
who was In thè alleged murder 
car od March 2 L 

-, I dldtft iccept his testimony 
— not wheu he swore brf^e 
God and broke hra (KI**) cwlh/' 
Cbeatham said. Lee was ask^il 
if thè OJitlvbreakine affected 
opinion of thè ,ey irtence, U 1 wnuld 
i say it had some hearing on tbc 
I case/* he replied, 

McMurphy uid that there 
was no sectkmal or racla 1 rra- 
*m for thè dedsion. *‘It tvas 
Just diOerent set of eyes 
ìng at thè si me evirience/ r Ih* 
pipe-smoking, slow-tolking farm- 
er saJrl,. 

SEVERA!* jumrs exprewrl 
thè opinion Ihat if Rowe hrd 
be«sr under todlctment a tatti 
wtih thè three bona fide Khns- 
men, thè ventici would hasr 
boen for conviti ìotl 

One of thè jurors, U. M, Tur- 
bendile, a farmer, said *Tbto 
Is thè worst-Seti I bave evcr 
been through. I Ihink every jti- 
ror locked Into hi* enavimre 
and to hit God and dìd ihe very 
bcsl he could. You couldn*t pin 
thè deelsiofi on nne Ihlng.” 

REYFRÀL JUROR* mW fhat 
thè racla* apeech wllh whirh. 
Murphy contluded hlx drtoa™ 
Thuraday dtd not appeal tn 
jthem. * * * 

1 **1 doni betirra ht did h ii 


dIU» an/feood with that spe*vh,~ 
McMurphy told newsmen. H Per 
•onaliy, he ttidhl euri eh hfm- 
idf with m 

tu bb ftory* ibouted finii 
irgument to th» Jury, Murphy 
nid: 

*Tm proud to he a white man 
and I itand ftr white suprem* 
*cy ( uot for black lupremicy. 
When white people Join up with 
them (Negroes), they become 
white nlggen „ , , God didn'l 
totend tts to mix with th» black 
race, I don’t care wtnt Lyndoo 
Balnes Johnson aayx" y ; 

CIRCUIT Solldtor Gamble, » 
prosecutor U tali u Murphy 
bui trlmmer, spoke of th» tote- 
gratiooist motiva that brought 
Mhl Li uzzo aouth and dedartd 
to bis rummaboo: 

"I doni agre# with tt Iti ra- 
pugnaot to me. Eut tbe oad a 


right to bt bere withont bdng 
shot down to thè middle of tht 
night. Thb was a cold-blooded 
middle-of-the-oight kilUng^" 

AFTER THE Judge dectored 
thè mistrial, Murphy held a 
presa conferenc» at thè foot of 
i Confederai* itatu» outslde thè 
courthexise. 

'TU aaj thb to you, I dld a 
good job/’ wid Murphy, thè 
bombasse defense attomey who 
b thè Imperiai kioosel of thè 
United Kbns of America, Ine, 
Knights of thè Ku Klux KLim 
tried thè case on my art 
of cToss-examtoalio^ but next 
Urne a full-scale hearing will be 
toid on thè line. FU blow that 
gwernmeBt case out ol thè wa-i 
Jer:' 

IF THE state aeeks tiwther 
trial, tt would be beld In Sep- 
trmbcr* when thè neri lerm of 
court begina, The proemition 
liso must dedde whethfr to try 
Eygcne Thnmai and W. 0. Ea- 
Irm, two Bessemer, Ab., Kisns- 
todlcted with WH- 



ne ma ^galnat WlJkt m wasl 
thè itrongest of thè three be- ^ 
cium Rdwt? 4 thè FBI intarmar, 
testifled be saw him Jean fremi 
thè car and Ore two ihots di- 
rectly at Mr% tingo u she 
dipvt with a young Negro along 
thè Sdma-Montgomery Hl^>- 
«ay. 

Asstsfant State Attoroey Gen¬ 
erai Joe Gantt said h» was con- 
ffdent of a ctvrrìcttoa at thè neri i 
triaL 

’T think maybe thb voto wiD 
wake up a few people and show 
them that thera la a sllght casei 
of murder tovoltod bere/ 1 Cantt 
ukL | 

GANTI SAID thè state attor- 

ney generali office in Moctgtim- 
ery headed by Richmond Flow¬ 
ers would continue ita Investiga-1 
Uoq of thè Kton. f ! 

lf We are gotog to try to put 
thè Kkn out of business/* Gantt 
said, * J Aod we bave some pret- 
ty sTarthng facto alreidy/’ 

Robert Sheiton, imperia] wii- 
ard of thè Flati, wu aiked if 
thè KJan would try to aeek r*-i 
venge on Rcwe, - 
(, I wnoidn't think we’d bave 
to,** Shelton replied. "A man 
3ìkp that will destroy hJmself/ r 
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Alabama Jury 
Weighs Fate 
Of Klansmdn 


pdqt, di 
navipap+it city < 


HAYNEVILLE, Ala. (UFI) - 
The jury hearing thè fìrst-degree 
murder trial al Collie Leroy 
WÌUrim Jr. T charged with thè 
slayinf o( Detroit dvil rìghfci 
vrorfcer Mrs. Viola Uuzzo, re- 
tired hst night at 5 EST 
witbotrt reaching a verdict The 
jury had beea delibentiog for 
more than tour hours. 

The case of Zl-year-old Collie 
Leroy Wilklia Jr* wenrto thè 
Jury at 3:« p.m. CSI (G«) 
p-iTL EST) after Tour days o ( 
dramatic testùìxmy, 

THE JUHT CAUSED a Ourry 
of exdtement when It retumed 
lo thè courtroortL one hour and 
'15 mino tea la ter to asfc whether 
(t waa Hmited to anj spedi! 
r >erUence under a firsldegr^ 

! murder charge. 

| Second Circuit Judpe T. Weilh 
T-iagi/d saplalne-d ihe two prn- 
aities for ftrst-degree murder 
wore death and lift impnson- 
meni, 

The Jury Ihen rctumed to Ih** 
jury room to continue delibera- 
dona. 

DEFTNSE ATTT. Matt H. 
Murphy spent ooe hour and sev¬ 
eri minute» Im final argument* 
hefore thè jury pleading for thc 
freedom of Wilkins. 

Murphy tpent mudi of bis 
tlme denounclng Oary Thomas 
Rowe, thè FBI in forma nt who 
Irslified he aaw Wilitlna Jean 
from a speedlng rar and fltr 
thè ahota that Jrilled Me». IMtz>' 
zo, 33-year-oId motfocr of ftvr 

Rawt ailegedly infiltra ted thè 


T. WEBTH THAGABO 
* * • imik m file. 


iKlan. He sald be wis with WB* 
kins and two oth« Klansraen 
thè night Mrs. Ulezq was shot 
as she and a Negro, Leroy Mo¬ 
tori, 21, drove along a dark, 
stretch of Alabama hìghway thè 
nrnht of March 25, a few houra 
after thè Selma-to-Montgomery 
chil righta march ended, 

REFERfUNG TO Rowe, Mur 
phy ask ed thè jury: 

"What kind ti man la he? Is 
he a white man or la he a whlte 

uipger?" 

rROSECUTOfl Arthur Cam¬ 
biò Jt. aodled thè mairi p r es e- 

cntinn n.f^miénL 

Spraking In A cafra voice, 
Gamble said: 

'The Bible aaya Thou ahalt 
not Itili.* It doesn't ray who, 
what r *here or when/* 

f'amble did not ask for thè 
dealb penalty. 
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WEAPON TRACED IN CIVIL RIGHTS StAtING 


[Indicata osa* oi 

acwipaptt, city sud 


pxpert wys was used ta ite mi(na - a M mploye ^ u.S. «Wr. Munto. I hav. made 

Sl «> at Ak. and tOousand. <* te-H »nd t tare 

^"*1 P® rt m avU decn ' William Oprili* Ea<on, al» crf nerer «e«i two funa mai* th* 

- Bessemw, who ai 41 is t retimi ianw markinf. r 
f An eanier wiuiess had mced workeT with beai! tra*- Th»t brought ititi rrchasrgt: 

a 3S-caUber revolver to Wilklns, h| > Q Yoo never mak* i ini* 

..uri Marion Williams un FBI |De * 

« weapons export, klenlified il' i a , a 1 » «v 

i Wedneaday aa tb> pin vtilch t1 R£W *' l wbo c -Ìf ld 116 Jo,n ? 1 A * ^ Ovattai ha* » «• 
l WUed Viola Liurm. M. molber *' af > »* U» FBI'» «quest to ptimr. 

12-monti In eros» examinin* Itowe, uw 
iWtho aUorney asked repeai- 
«11/ wheiher Uie witncsi 
scU had Uireatored to 
seme niggers. 1 * 


in forma tior\ toki thè 
jury that he wae in thè car wi ih 
■ Wilkins, Thomas *nd Eaton 
uhen Mrr Uutw wis kiHed. 

Ite said WMklna uaed TbomaV 
1 revolver to Tire two abolì at al* 
most pf'vnt bLank range ss Ihflr 
ttsr pollcd aJongaide ber auu> 
mobile io s high ipeed cfta» 
and empiì ed bis gun at thè car 
as lh*f puUed awty, 

Williams, who works et thè 
FRI labontory M Washington, 
tcSllfied thal A bullet found 
lltxlgH at thè base crf thè Detroit 

svnmm'f brafn wiìi firtd frwjman^ vhfà /far: /a 

Thomas* gun. a Q* Dtd you make thè ttJlfr 

Pinot tmcrd I meni In Montgomery to » man 

1 Another agen* tori thè Jurt tt a filli nf station that ynn 
ibat thè gun used In thè toboral àìàn'l drive thal Ut foc W 4 
Inry test come from Thomas' ing? 

Imne, and stili another said a Qeesite* UnafBwertd 
gun permit found ori Tioraai 'Hral quesflon srent nnan* 
wns tesned for thè same pbtol pwrred because thè itate’* oh- 
Williams f\rU tesUAed that Jection waj uphetó by ihe court 
three buliets found in thè car Murphy prote-ìte<t "Thti shows 
vi ere dHennirred by labóratory ^ (Bowe'i) lemìency towsrd 
tc^ts to ha ve code frona Lhe pm violence and tre ubi e making/’ 
fthich Rosre bad said Thomas t Tlien in enotber peri o( thè 


said he had *'a few more qiirt- 
tMms" to ask Williams tolay 
betore thè state resled Ha ca^e 
Mail IL Murphy Jr* Ihe 
krlarJs. sHorney, sfrendy hnd 
indicated Ihrough cross exami* 
natioo of prowilion witnesMJ 
thè eoo ree bis defense irmi 
lake, Ke also has shown a revoi 
ver wtiich he said he look frrri 
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ATTORNEY CAILS UNDERCOVER AGENT A 'liARl. 


The wltne« wkl IwJ^Um- 
era! liméS to get his cortipamoni 
lo tum teck to Sehna bai that 
Thomas insistei. "We’re going 
to Uke 'era. We're noi goti* to 
givi! up. J ' \ j 

Wben iìf Urne carnè. Rw> 
contlrHJed, '‘Gene TTromii goi 


TRYnEVILLE. Ala, (ÀP) -Tltogham terrooro operalor. ncne 
A Ku KIuz Iti an atto mey prom* r unempìoyed, toid IV 13* man 
ised lodar to dÌ5prove ait FBI 1 jury he saw young Wlikins, on 
undercover agente story wfcìch thè back teot of a car beside 
named a ywing Klansman as biro, fire two shoti mio llrs, 

Uuteo'i car on a lonefy slretch 
thè killer of 1 whJto drll rlghU of IL3. tè arar LowodesbonL 

Tn Oliera lodictH f , 
Mring thè KlansmefTs 'car 
as II pullod aloogside thè Uuixo, 
automobile* thè witnesi said, 
w'as Ekiger» TTìomas, tì, of Brs-, 
semer. Seat ed neri to Thomas 
vai William Ornile Eaton, il* 1 
aJso of Bessemer. Thomas and 
Eaton adsb am under murder 
indìdment and iwajttog triti* ' 
Eaton alto opened firn with a 
.32-caUber ptstai* Kowe wtd, 
Rut a staio tbsicologist, Or. 
Paul Shoffeitt who rtmoved thè 
d^aih bulle! from thè victmfi 
beato, had testUled lt waj i 
k^tiber slug whidi tóUcd ber 
Rowe laid he had been a pnid 
umtcrrover agcrt for thè FRI 
for rive yeart. He and hls col- 
leagues flrst noticed Mrs, LHjj* 
to and her Negro com panico* he 
.*aid, whito wttling al i Iratfic 
lizht in Sftma and followed 
Iheir car ter some 35 miiea_be* 
foce finalty evertaking lt 
At thè tra/nc Ught, thè wtt- 
ness said T WiJkins look ed at thè 
automobile park ed alongside 
and remarked, "Look there. 
baby brother. TH be damned, 11 
Then, Rcwe contirtued, ''Gene 
Thomas spelte up and tald. 
*L>1 j gei ■em*/ 1 rr 

WoaMjTi Tiri Baci 
Thcj Irrod sederai kmri tn 
pulì jilnriEskJe Mrs, Liurjos mr, 
Itowe wm! on, hot cnch lime 
,w«nHJiln£ intrrvrrvd, <h*ce 


t vindow, eUxrw lengih* Just ai 
io grt aver wilh thè frort wln- 
t*ow of thè other car* thè lady 


tnmed and iooked dJrectly at m. 
Ab she kxàed, WiDun* flred two 
shots, ? % \ ; 

"Thoma^ akl, 'Meri, shoot 
thè hetì out of ihemV j r ** 
fìowe laid he also ha4 4 pittoi 
but dìd hot fire lt *- : - 
Ai they pilled ahead, ROTr f e 
Wìd he noliced Krl, 


Uurmt 

car siili traveUng in a streghi 


line and feW hls II 

'srrmed ite sàìout rruy ha ve 
mfrsat But he added, "Wilkina 
ipoke up and sald, ‘Baby broth- 
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Edlttoar 


et, I Amt min, Tha! «-aaj »0 
la d«der than helJ'; 1 ' 

After re tornine te Besaemer 
iatef to thè toght, Rowe taid 
they wanl to a place known ai 
Lorene'* and, a/ter talkirig wllh 
a woman Inside, Tbomag as- 
sured tot other men* 'Tvi px; 


A atKcrft 


ingTily to newsmen thto Bowe 
hnd IJ told a G~ d- Ile and 1 11 
move K lomorrmr/' 

Mrs. Liuzzo, d, thè molher of 
f tve and thè wife of a teamslcr* 
r >nion olfinal, was shot to dpalh 
vhile shuitling oibcr marcherà 
to Set ma foltowing Uie clv* 
d riidrU march to Montgomery 
11 which %Ur t Ino, h;td laken 
uri. A ynung Negro rkiliiC In 
h hr front arai wilh hu 1 
nHjry, ^ * * 

ilowe, a Husky foqorrBIrrr* 


Cbtilflcollohi 

Sabnimrtf onice: Tompa 

\ " 1 n»1nq ln«r>»Ll «wlrd 
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INFORME* UNDER HfAVT GUARD — nsTlFlìTtl 
Gi rf Thomtt Row% St f Ifortgrourrd), wtlki bah*a*fi 
tw© FBI aganh on hit wèj ta co*jrf reo m In Ha/navill*. 
Afa,, jaitarday whara Ka tonfivi ho Ki^umafl 

Colli* WìMun* Jr. »hoo+ whiti civil fighi* worW Mn, 
Viola Imito at iha frwiipoHad Ntgroat durlng Salma 
fo Monlgomary march. Wìlkini li on trial Far Ih* murdar 
oF Mrt, Luino, ; * ■ - ? *- r*-~ ‘ 
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By airtel dateci 5-5-65, Birmingham advised that Huie, well-known 
author who resides in Hartselle, Alabama, has espressed a desire to contact Rowe, 

( Bureau in forra ant in thè Viola li uzzo investigatlon, in order to write articles on 
Rowe’s activities. Huie stated he has always been ”pro-FBI” and tha£ he could 
assure us that anything ha,wrote pertaining to Rowe would be favorable to thè FBL 

-v?X ■ • 

Huie noted that he would be willing to pay Rowe weli for his collabora- 
tion in connection with articles or a book and would be willing to pay Rowe’s IsM 

expenses to meet him to discuss this matter. 


1 


M:,7 

. > ri. £ 
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SAC, Birmingham, advised Huie that this matter would be made knowvf^ 
to thè Bureau and, if there is any interest in his proposition, we would be in contact 2J 
with him at a later date. SAC further advised that this matter has not been mentioned 
to Rowe and no further action is being taken by thè Birmingham Office pending ^ 

ad vi ce from thè Bureau. v 


¥ 3 


WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE: 


Htr? has just completed a book entitled ”Three Lives for Mississippi” 
which-relates to thè murder of thè three civil rights workers in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi. Although thè book has not been released as yet, it is being serialized 
in thè ”New York Herald Tribune” and a daily aummary is being sent through for thè 
Director*s information. J-' 6 ò * ~ 

Tlvo ”Hcrald Tribune” dcscribes Huie as a formermewspàpe9n££b^hQ 
has written 14 books of fiction and nonfiction. He is a southerner, ’ residing ’ii5\he 

: iTennessee Valley of North Alabama* He has further been described as an _ - 

I [unscrupulous individuai, r. > : .* _ — — i— \ K 

J * - V 
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M. A. Jones-iùNDeLoach Memo 
RE: William Bradford Huie 


Huie is a free-lance writer on controversial subjects who cove re d 
thè Mibum case and indulged in highly speculative writing about thè fate of thè three 
victims and those persons responsive for their deaths. On 10-20-64, he contacted 
thè Jackson Office, stated he was preparing a hook on thè Miburn case and unsuc- 
cessfully attempted to obtain Information. Huie visited thè Jackson Office on 1-21-65 
and offered several chapters of his book, "Three Lìves for Mississippi," for review. 
He was advised thè Bureau had no desire to review this book. 


OBSERVATIONS 


Although we wi.Il not-collabo rate or àssi^t _Hjjie_ in this metter 
whatsoever, it is felt to avoid any possibility of being subje cted to unjustified c rlticism 
in thè future, Rowe should be made aware of Huie’s offer, I— 


We should, however, have Huie advised that this matter has been 
brought to Rowe 1 s attentìon. 


'ENDATION 


That attached airtel to San Francisco with copies to Birmingham be. 
sent instructing them along thè lines indicated above, sìnce Mr. Rowe is currently 
being kept undercover in thè area handled by thè San Francisco Office, 
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UNITED STATES CO 1 ' NMENT 

Memorandum 

s Mr, DeLoac^l - . > 
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subject: inez ROBB 


BACKGROUND: 


A/» *-■- \Ao t i ! -, 



OATS: 5-25-65 


La a memorandum dated 5-19-65 conce ming c action ed Individuai* s 


column in thè May 17th issue of "The Washington Daily News" regardlng Gary Thomas 
Rowe, Jr., thè statement was made that our files reveal no Information of a derogatory 
nature identifiable with Robb. Also, lt was recommended that you contact Robb and 
set her straight. ... 1 : ■* .. 



Li connection with thè flt-st statement, thè Dtfector has noted, '*Thia la 
absolutely untrue. Back In thè 30* s or 40* s she vlllfled thè FBI and me personally . 
when I was in Miami Beach and even plcketed ray cottage there. H." The Director ra 
has also advlsed that nothing would be galned by contacting Robb. : v ! - ’ 

ACTION : ’ ■« 

All references In Bureau indlces on Inez Re. j were recalled. They were 
carefully and thoroughly reviewed without locatìng additlonal aertinent data. Upon 
request, thè Miami Office reviewed their indiees for any Information ori Robb. SAC, 
Miami, advlsed that their flles contalned no references identifiable with Robb. Old 
research flles in thè Crime Records Divlsion were reviewed along with ref erence 
projeets regardlng smear campaigns agalnst thè Bureau in thè 1940 era. This 



included thè "New York Post" series, Fred Cook's articles in thè J’NaUon" magazìne 
and Max Lowenthal's book. No data concerning Robb was located in this reference 
nÀterial. ~ --- - : ■ ì ; f /V — — 



After negative efforts to locate data In Bu^aq^i^s and thè Miami Office 
indices, a check was made of thè special newspaper clipplngs in ine Director*s Office. 
These clìppings revealed two articles by Inez Robb. Qoe.in.tha 1-1L40 issue of thè 
"Atlanta Constitution, " Atlanta, Georgia, entltled "Miami Hurt to thè Quick By G-Man 
Hoovcr*s Ciiarge.*' The other appeared in thè 3-5-40 issue of thè "Memphis Commercia 
1 Appeal, " Memphis, Tennessee, entltled "Palm Beach’s Famous Casino Rolls Along 
Despite G-Men." These both referred to thè Director's efforts to clean uj^the Miami 
; Beach area. These cilppings further revealed a column by Walter Wlnchell appearing in 
thè 3-6-jlO issue of thè "New York Daily Mlrror" as follows "Reporter Inez Hpbb and J. 
Edgar Hoover have phffft, too.. .'He has, ' she barks, 'thè worst tact and the*most 
wonderful brown eyes. ' " ^ 

RECOMMENDATION :, % 

vltt70 JUi'l For Information 
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M. A. Jonea to DeLoach Memo. 
RE: Inez Robb 


: I - J 




Our most re cent data regardlng Robb was In connection with a 
controversa in which she became embroiled with thè owner of thè Camelback Inn, 
Phoenix, Arizona, wherè she was addressing a group of woraen. She critLcized thè * 
fact that her room did not contain a Bible but did contala anticommmist literature. /y 
She also crlticized thè Inn's "freedom shelf ' which contained anticommunist books 

I and literature, including thè Director's book "Masters of Deceit," noting in her t l 
speech "there is no danger within from communism, rally from withouL" * 
(94-55940-4) (62-72670) . . ' ^ 


OBSERVATIONS: 


» * * 1 
, - -l t ^ 

w 1 _!*'.** * *. ■ J 

» . * .. , t j 

* * 3 

i, il is clear to se e that she is completely iP 


In reading Robb's column, 

. mìsinformed concerning our responsibilities In connection with thè Liuzzo murder j 
investigation, and it is felt she should be personaliy contacted and set.straight on \ 

I this matter. She should be advised that, although Mr. Rowe furnished us informatica 
from time to'time concerning Klan activities, he was npt_an_$mploye.e_of. thè. FBI, £ 

*’* Since this matter is stili under Utigation, it is'Jelt that in responso 
to some of her contentions as to what Rowe should have done to prevent this 
accident, we should merely respond by referrlng to Rowe’s testimony at thè trial 

I to thè effect that he was taken by surprise and when he found out what was actually 
going on, he was afrald for his own life. It is also felt, at this time, that It would 
not be advisable to expand on this explanation. 


RE COMMENDATICI: 


1 • \ 


]'£ 


That you, Mr. DeLoach, contact Inez Robb and set her straigbt 
concerning thè questiono she has raised in this artlcle regarding our responsibilities 
thè Liuzzo murder case, along thè linea indi cale d above. 
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1 - Mr. Boyd 


Airtal 
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Toi SA.Cs, Atlanta »»f' a* .. .- . 

Birmingham , ' ■'/" 

■ ex-m,. : B * n Fr,,nclso0 j • **"**■ 

Trota: Director, p31~ (44-23601) - S*+v**^ ' 

JCt» -• •= f ' - ■ ►* tfV » 

BUGKHS TOOKAS, HTAL* '«■ .’ ,. ‘ , . f, 

VIOLA LIUZZ9, AKA, ET AL - VlCTIM» : ' ^ ’■ 

CIVIL BI0ITT3 - KLECTIOM LA»9 * '* • &M-- *, * * } 

- ^ - * - c a r 4 

ReSFrad. to Director, Birmingham• and Atlanta ; B/34/A8« / 5 

* • ** I ' ”‘ f H- ‘ «V"* 4 * ,,,S ^' : 

** Eoferencd ls modo io thè lnqulry by iree lance ó 

writor William Bradford Huio na to thè poeeibility al vriting 
fi. story on Rowe and Bove'fi prcGent attituée that he dose ’ N A' 
not wish to meet Baie. v 

! ■' * ^ ji 

Tho Bureau also docc not destre to hare Buie meet 


Bove and you ehould tako appropriate atapef} Incaire that , 5 ., 

such a recting does not take place,... - : ? .- -, 

s.7 W ' -4 . * i , -, 

‘ ' h -4 *-Ai 1 ' 

+ * * f* * -f - ■ - ■ n ♦, */ * 

JJB/ral l K$4' ! * * 1 * t- j■’ v .- ^.5^1' 


*i i v-^4*. 


Àt 

“ » 


JJB/ral '* ** . # r ; *' *' v *■' 

(8) ^ ■ *. ■ 

NOTE: Rerad advised that Rowe dld not care to meet Hule or 

any other writers wlth aimilar requests» ,The Director 
has noted he does not want Huie to meet Bowe.v ~ , ( g 

J h * * \ ' ' * 
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GENERAL INVESTIGAQVr DIV1SI0N 

The lnformant is Gary '* j^uas Rowe 
who furnìshed Information leading to thè 
arrest o£ subjects charged with thè murder 
of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. 


HGR 







*»*->*• 




Gary Thomae'Ttowe, our informant who furnished 
Information identifying thè subjects responsible for thè 
shooting of-llrs. Viola Lluz7.e in Lowndes County, Alabama 


Uunng Aprii, 1965, Rowe was returned to Alabama to ( f '\ 

against subjects before Federai and state grand juries and 
on 5/3/G5 he was returned to Alabama to testify In tfa^ state I 
murder trial of subject Collie Leroy Wilkin s. Since thè tr ial 
whlch c^n'-‘l\ided with a hit ne inrv nn U-, 


oi thè 1 ìiininguam Office wbo was handling thè iiuoTiàntat 
thè timc he furnished thè initial Information identifying 
in tbis case. It was felt necessary that 
SA accompany hlm durlng thè cruciai period of his 

appearancun before thè grand Juries and at thè state murder 


trial in order to insure his protection and to maintain 


effective control over hiw. 



will be needed in Alabama before thè retrial of Wilkins or 


thè initial trials of thè other two subjects Eugene Thomas 


and William Orville Eaton which are 
Septembnr and October, 1965. 

OD SERVATI UNS : • s \'\\ RE0’19 


terktatiy&ij'..5Cbeduled for 

u ( ' T ? /. ,/ì . 





^gJggg^PgSjgflJand we bave itccived no indication tliatlièis 
any immediate personal darrcr, it does not appear necassar 
at he be accoropanied at all tiraes by an Agent, 

ff/i/ 


JM 

JTfH/ral 
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TRUE COPY 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Your comments and letter ha ve been very much 
appreciated. Our history class was very happy and also ptoud 
to reccive your comraents which were very helpful in helping 
us draw conclusions. 


We understand why you can't give us more infor- 
mation, and we were surprised that you could teli us as much 
as you did. We realize your position and are glad you answered 
as you did. 

We certainly don’t want to be too time consuming-- 
and iX we are, don’t bother with us, we understand; but we have 
more questiona! Living in Alabama, we realize that we are looked 
down on by many--especially those in thè North. Stili we want to 
, see justice done, and that's why I want to question you on thè’ Li uzzo^ 
'Case and FBI-man, Rowe. Is this really an FBI agent, and was this 
an attempt to infiltrate thè Klan? It seems like a good idea, if Rowe 
is what he says he is. (This is what I wonder about. ) Another thing 
I’m interested in is thè U. K. A. , and that's why I enclosed thè 
newspnper clipping; some of thè issues in it raise questions. What ' 1 
do you think about KKK and thè others? Answer as you see fit, : » 

and thanks again! / 


Sincerely, 
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C&nsfrMpt# 4srd Àw/t '^t£ao 

0.l*y ,rrUOc/l &s?^x$<^ùzdkj■ $14/1, /U&àhyf ùózOé. 
a/ji* leiuf /tffl&yaiuf /y Hdoui tc riM^usc 
v.CrOW Ù 4 & / tn,i/uesfiXj urAo^/u ctHHjt (/My Ajù^^t 
J#i /utfksy. c(A U/I 0 C 44 / . 

U/c (Mvdvt&ùtxJ </dcp y&c Caio t &tC4> 

S4* >" 1 &U ounJt ca/C u/&ìc ^eoynoiddl 

Fiotu-$us tdcu^' fcut oca a* stthccJ tza.déHt(Éuf. 
&/«- 'XùdtjL' ofcuct- ^Oùihjn* OftJL tfMj, ^iaJL 
C io ajvuÀMAOd o/X <-/j^c <M$- 

U/jl cta£-ufjty don'r <*/d*jb Ac £&/? 

——$''w ' CàWUu/UAa — óoruf ‘J aeC a^vc^Mhtt 
A’Sàipf coiài (Aùj UaC ézo6 COAt A<%oc 

/'>'!.C v <t- CioUtitioMUì! Juviv^ di C(£aJ^drLa,^ UA£- 
l 'ù/Jc-y ct)a£ Ci&- otte tCù^lAì ùfóu/?o ^7 
I '— tàfJcuxJUy. fàt stfatA* 

\ iteci <<sC (As'J'xt fc <uc /:&'}&/& i/tv/ce, corut 

+. - , »’■' * .1 p . y- . ■ È 

, w o/S'*.^ io. L .'s r;.J- te 4^Ut/Jt&ti t/eu, &/iLAul 

óàe^jje Ùl'xt. faiid 7//- tea*., /iute*.. Ut-tCo 
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a#, Jfiì U'&X èfó> &4L* 

io tÀ^iÀjbuuàL Vur Ixln^cT jOt^Us^x tvf\J? <t p<wJ 
hÙ^ ,jf rftwl C4 cuAat Àé. day# AtCù.(?/ui ù 

(A/ /yiò J, USpfuÉh iAsOfaù<£‘) Ù/H/MM TÀc 

fh£&t*4*£$ *n 14 $\£ Ur. A» /}-, clftfi 
ùt <AO^C; 4<&*?vL 

t/\i UUMJOt V} UC /JéUéLf yttUfi&na. U/A^A 
ho (s&U ì%Oh£ ttÀ/&lCc£ AAtf tOytif $\j£ K fófoia? 

<My^Uf <2 ul asnh éAj.fihr 2 - ci^ztAf 
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^unionj of in iccomplice. 

The state daimed Itcr*'e*3 testimone w acked up 
by a number ot FBI agonia and i state trooper wtxPajF - 
peai»TT--nr r witncsscs. _ 

Rowe was thè man vàio broke thè case wìlhio botin 
ol thè Urne Mn. Llurco t i civil righU worker frorn Detroit, 
wns shot 13 she fcrried marcherà between Montgomery aod 
Sdma. 

Ile Jtedj£ìnedj.he Klan ftve; jeara .aco Jo_ *e 7_ for 
C Ihe FBT^He was in th è killer 4 ! ca r . wbeo the- 5 la y ifl £ look 
* place, he sa i j. 

Il was Rowe’s testimony Ihat put Inio Wilkins' hand 
Ihc gun that ftred thè fatai bullct as two ean sped through 
thè night 

Ifts iesUmony als<r put KCnnsmcn Etigene Thomas and 
William Orville Ealon in thè car a s parlkipanls, Tbese two 
mcn will be tried laler 

A _gujslìon for t hè jury was whether Rowe him self w u 
in ooJ.hjJO11mg, Jftc Jestjfied he didaltikfiJiis gun. 

The ridai aspeets of thè slaUng were woven ihrougtv 
nut thè case. Murphy showed Mrs. Liuzzo to bc a member 
of thè NAACP and SNCC, a_ ^man.^hojJ.atticìpatcd thè 
Selma to Mon tgomery m arch, an d a white wo man who 
ms .driving a carwìth a Negro b oy in thè front seat on 
Ihe rng ht of her d eath. 

HtjhqwedJhe FBI as a grmip striving.-ta^t)icaLJhg 
back T oLihe.United Klans al America." 

Siate prosccutors Circuit Sdiritor Arthur Gamble Jr, 
Connty Solicitor Perdue, and Joseph Canti of thè stata 
allnrncy-gencrars office told Ihc jury they fcnew prejudico 
was al thè heart of thè case. 

Thcy pleadcd^T or **1 ^1^" in Lo ^mfcs Cnunty^nd a 
irrdìcUhaL-i umld r rflrct ricìlit enIjhe*jcnijtfiLx_a_nd tht 
Stile of -AJabarria^in^Jhc e^cs _of. Ibe-wadd. 

The case was covcrcd by some 40 newsmen from eh lei 
in Ihc U.S. and abroad In thè sclling of a country courlhoust 
deep in Alabama. 







Tour letter of May 18th, with enclosure, 
haa been recelved. 


In response to your inqulry, I would like to 
polnt out that Gary Thomas Pxiwe furnlshed Information to thla 
Bureau for which he was componsated; however, he was 
not a Special Agent. Slnce lltlgatlon In thè case to which you 
referrod hns not been concluded, I am sure you wlll understand 
why lt Is not possible for me to comraent aa you deslre. s 


As I polnted out In my prlor letter, Information 
In our Tlles must be malntalncd as confldential. However, 
generai background Information concernlng thè organlzatlon you / 

mcntlcned can be found In "The FBI Story" by Don Whltehead 
which may be avallatole in your school or locai library. 



Enclosed 1 a some material which Ihope you and 
your c’nssmates will find of interest. 


hai leu a 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


MAY 2 5 1935 

CCMM-FB! 


Enclosures (2) 

FBI and Civil Rlghts 
The F’d'G noie in th 
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confido ptial 
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Mr^Mohr 
MHjtìrlXch 
Urf C**ixrr _ 
Mr. Cilta'iA* 
Ut. Conntd M 

Mr. Fell_, 

Mr. Gali Jl, 


l'NITED STATES CO tNMENT 


Director, FBI (44-28601) 

Attention: Crime Recorde Division 


DATE 


SAC, Birmingham (44-1236) 


FRO»T 


MI m Gnvdj 


subJect: EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL; 

VIOLA LIUZZO, aka; ET AL 
CR — EL "*• <1 fi i.iv'/t» L (e - 


VICTIMS 


Remyairtel 5-J-65 settin 
ragarding thè request of >WIL LT'AH ~B 


out Information 


preoare articles and possiBiv a noveì conci 
activities of GARY THOMAS ROME, Jr,,. Burea\ 
regarding Klan activities» 

On 5-10-65 


_ called me 

from New York.and stated he had been in contact with 
"The Saturday Evening Post" in New York City. He ^ 
stated that durine those contacts he had determined that 
JIMM/" BKESLIN, "New York Herald Tribune," (whom he 
described as an excellent writer), had been tryinp to 
"oeddle. ROWE’s story to *The Saturday Evening Post.*" 
fHUIE stated that he also understood that other writers 
may be trving to "peddle R0WE*9 story," and that, in 
his opinion, it would be a "sad raistake" for ROWE to 
deal with anv writer until his Services as a Government 
witnesc bave been completed in full, -lir.IE exoressed 
thè opinion that if it becomes nublicly known that 
ROWE is dealinp. with writers rerardinp his storv, 
such Information might ieopardize hi3 effectiveness 
as a witness in any future trial. 


No Information whatsoever was furnished : '‘ 4 T 

and he was advised that his cali would be made a metter 
of record. 


The above has been submitted for thè Bureau’s 
Information. 


( ^'Bureau * 
2-Birmingham 
EJItrlg 
(4) 
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[u Klux Klansman 
In "Alabama" Trial? 


HÀYN£VIU£, A lobo ma. Msy 
6 (UPII — An all * wh»tc jury, 
tbcf heard thè de Ieri se accuse thè 
«lotcs slar w»Tne« of be^g o 
* white nigger i, todoy, btgan 
deliveraltng fhe foie of Klu Klux 
Klousme 1 " 1 changFd with murde- 
rmg Detroit civil rigati workcTi 


Mrs. Viofet Ligjro ofter tour day* 
of dromo! ic tesUmony, 

Defesse aHy, MaM Murphy ^nt 
erte txxir t>nd severi mirkjtey Le ho 
re thè jprry pfeodjrig (or thè lrco^ 
dom of hfs Client, 2f-vear-old 
Collie Leroy Wilkini. 

Mccphy ipenf rrvuch of rii li me 
denouncing Gory Thomas Retare, 

K thè FEH tnformonr who ttfbtred 
Jhe ww Wilkins teon from q ipee- 

I l di rìg cor orv<J i\rf thè Jhots Vvil 
IkiMed Mrv, Lrut*o, 

J Ro*e ©Hegedty tnfil*ec*ed thè 
Klon, He loìd he wos teith Wil- 

on<j h«ro oeher Ktonsmen thè 

fhgj 1 Mrs Loìuito wùi shoi oi t^e 
onj o negro, Leroy Mo'an, 21, 
drote along 0 bore thtlch of 
Aliamo high^rey thè night of 
March 25, o few hours ofier tSe 
SeJmo-to-Montgomety chril rtghts 
March ended 

, ReHeriTtg fa Rowc, Murphy os- 
I hed thè Jury : ■ what k»nd ol 

1 mon ri He Mi lx o white man Or 
1 is he ù elisie nipger ? » 

■ Whot King <V ncn u -hi* v*h© 
Comes ini© o lYofrrTigl trganìr^tion 

| (L%e klon by hook or crooà, tokes 

thè vocred ooth) cr*d sees hn soul 
for 30 pieces of iil«f ?* 

4 He dif^gorded Gcd *, 
j Are you doalmg *ith thè de- 
tillhfmdf ?t « con you t» lieve 
WT' & mon, trtoclerom <rt o 
roltleinoke, who wwld »11 h 
iou; for q |JtUq bit pf gold 
* He hekf himseff oti lo be 
while man, but he*i irorje thprr' 
o whMe tUo oey ». ( 


bonrV 
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(ttidicalt page, Barn* of 
tìfwiptìptt, city oad state*) 


Athens Daily Post 
Athens, Greece 







o-t-: 5/7/65 

EÌllton: 
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Tltle: 
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or 

ClofliKlcntioa; CR 
SebailtlBf Office; DetrOlt 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, BIRMINGHAM 


Ì Yfi ^ rcss * 

iòM.Vi-Orn, CADI? ÒHtlTT'*'' ‘ 

];E5EARCn (CORRESPONDrNCE AND TOUB3) 


8/37/65 


fk - * 


ReBulet 5/21/65. 


Batter dcecrlbod In Bureau letter 5/12/65 to Kr.* 1 * 0 * 
copies^to Birmingham and San Francisco, %as dfacuased 
witb GARY J lIOMA$^ROWE by Inspcctor J0SEH1 A. S0LLIVAN 5/26/65. 

non? stated he regarda ÌRÒSS*# proposai In Ih a sane ^ 
light «e thntjcade by’JfttUAK BRADFORD He has 115 intere* 

In coniacling ROSS or in’havlng any commercial exploltàtlon of 
bis actiyities ss an informant S or thè FBI»* ... 


/- r 


Ì^^Durcrn 

- San Trcncisco 
1 - Blrringhara 

JAS iinjb . 
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U»,r T STATES DEPARTMENT OF jUf 'CE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy tói 
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.,1- United States Attorney, Montgomery, Alabama 
1 -’Departmental Attorney, Selma, Alabama 


RtpOrt of: 
Date: 


SA 

May' 





OfFìe 


MOBILE 


Lyo 


Fi«lb Offiet Flit NoJ 44-1245 




Bww* nta Noj 44-28601 


ì 
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Tifi-: EUGENE THOMAS; 

ET AL: “ it £ 

VIOLA GREOG UUZZO; 

LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIMS 

• it 

CIVIL RIGHTS - KLECTION LAWS 

* * *■ ■. t J * 

, ■ 1 1 # * ,. yj ; t i 

SyMptw Information developid prlor to'trial of CÒLLIE 

IEROY WIIKIMS, 5/3/65,'that deferte Attorney* MATT ^. 'MURPHY, 
JR,, -le considered thè chlef "Kloncll" ofthe United Klans . 
of America; that KURPHY wOuld make posslble efforta to have 
prosecutlon witness CARI TH0HA3 ROWE arrested at tiiné of Tils 
appearance to teatlfy at Haynevllle, Ala,* or wouid make tome 
efforts to embarrass Oovernment witnesses.durlng courae of 

trlal - * : ' ♦ * 1 , . ì 

Hot King fleveloped regkrtiing thè above WÌth thè’ 
exceptlon that MURFHY was ex tre me ly criticai of ROWE durlng 
trial and critised thè Presldent and thè Oovernment in , 
generai for thelr participation In the.lnyefltlgation of ' $he 
murder of vlctlm UUZZO. • . * i.ì.t. ' * . < / J i’ ’l 

ROWE aerved wlth Clvll papera fct HaynevlUe, Ala,* 
durlng trlal whereby MURPHI requeeted p&ymentiof $6,000 in 4 
attorney 1 s feea,- 4 ■ •* : : r» i ; * ■ 1 f s .-i.yfcv 4 l ”* *■ 1 

, j 

At trial, 5/3 through 7/65; prosecutlon preaented 
'case vhlch establlahed ROWE as eyexltneBa to thè kllllng of 
vlctlm UUZZO and corroboratine evidence to aupport ROWE 1 a ■ 
testlmony conslated of thè Identification of thè gun belong- 
ing to eubject THOMAS xhich was identified ai thè murder 
weapon. Also establlshed aubjects were In thè Selma 
Montgomery, Ala,, area on pertinent date, 3/25/65, when thè 
vietici wac killed,. Cartridge casea round ar acene -of murder 
alto ld 
l.^glng 

Only defenoé wltrcsses utilizati*by MURPHl'fallati 
to establlsh strong alibi. 


wac killed, Cartridge caseB round at acene -Of murder 
ntificd in Court ao tosine *>eén fli^d/by^iiiaàpon ,ba- ; 
to THOMAS.;, .. .1 ■ .. rì.-t: j.7*1 


% 


TU* 


da* Lh<r 


or nMnj et ths FBL II k t U prerutt af tW FBI msd la 1 

Ita «Mteiti viFTttebt dUtrfM«ì 



r* 


The v/hite men indlcted by thè whlte Jury «ere 
EUMENE THOMAS, a,,c 42, VILUMI ORVILIE EATON, aco 4l, both 
of Deaerar, Alabama, and COLLIE IEHOY WIUCENS, JIl., a-e 21, 
of Fairfiold, Alabama, 

i A 

The indlctment3 cltarced tilt each tran "unlavifully 
and vith ma 11 ce aforethought Icllled VIOLA* GREGG UU2Z0 by 
Bhootln;; ber vith a plstol," The languagfe was Idenfcical in ' . 

each of thè three lndletmenta, 

The three r.ien fcold a neve conference they vere 
lnnocent. "I atti not gullty and I think I*Ve boen ridiculed _ T .,_ 
enoujh as 5.t Is" said THOMAS, The otlier ino made elmllar 
etatemonts. L • * . 

* * # * ? £ 

Thei* attorney/ HATT K. MURPlil^ JR., sald he would ; 
Biibpoena thè Presldent,and poaslbly FBI Director Jj EDGAR ■ 

IIDOVER if ncceoBary lrt hlfi efforte to tìefend'tha mèri, * v ' 

• * f *» If tei * J ^ v . 1*4 

He aald they could rt not poàslbly 1 have a fair trial" 
'becauso of jOHHSOIj‘s remarks about thè arrest or Klan. rttenibers. 

• ‘ ~ j 

LEROY MOTON, age 1£, a Selma Negro, wbo acoompanled 
vietici LIUZZO at thè tine she vas Bhot, escaped lnjùry and 
reported thè slayìng aftér'hltchìng a rjide, to Selma;;»Alabama, 

1 I * , # t > l ‘ ^ *, * ^ » 

1 V # '' „ * 4 J i * 

The ;t}iree arreflted Thursday, [THOMAS, EATON,*, and. •* 
WIUQNG, kad boen indlcted by a Federai - Grand Jury’on Civll 
Rights chargeo r<vt thè, fonrth man, GARY THOMAS ROWE, age 34 , 
of Diri.sin ,Itamj * ,a0 not indlcted. He , subaequently vappearod 
as a v/ltness bcfox*e thè County Grand Jury, ^ j 

The Ne;/ York Times sald ,ROWE, a fomèr tfperator of 
a bar in rirninjharn, haa ì>een paid aa an.undercover;agont for 
thè Federai Dureau of InveatìgatiOn eince 1959#-working inside 

or ti>= raac. ... ':v S : i ; *$: ■ »V;nf 

^ f * ’ .a 'iLV **■ * 

The Grand Jvry tiombers who returnàd tìlghteen indiet- 
oonts at Ilaynevillc, Alabama, alsò ejipresàdd reocntmpnt ih 
thclr rcporfc over actlono of clvll rights groupS Ithieh carne 
to Loundcs and neighboring cov.nties durine thè drive to 
dramatiso demando for c-ntal rl^lrts for Me^roeo, ‘ . 

! «*. ... f ,v f v;- /. f * . ,k '• 

I. TI io‘. Jury cot^totidad TovrnSe a Couhty . re aideht a . rtt fèK ■'*. .■ 

tle fine liannor in Whici.t they’have conducted ?therBelves durb i 
In^-tlieao tiylnj dayo” and erifcifplzed ’nelfed irto dia i(hjl.*h 4-t«Baid 
• , , . r - ’ i r i ,*••> . 1 

* ■ * ■ t ; f l* ■ i '.Ù 

‘' l « , ■ -3 ’ - •;? V. *■' 414 ? 


- ì 




T r> w n 


.V l n r —5,' 


* ì 




thelr actIon3 and attitudes have also contributed addi 
ìal prqblerca. " '* • • . 


Toc folloulne contactc nere had with Circuit Soli 
.Un CAl^LE by Inopector J0SEI1I A. SULLIVA1J and SA 
FRYE prior to thè trial of May 3* 1955: ^ 


Haynevillc, Alabama, oh Aprii 2o, *1965 *» .f ^ ài r y L 
* f L* i 1 * rH»« 

On Aprii 2G, 19T* CAIIDIE otatad that ho ìnfornatlon 
l.ad co -a tc hi a attention Indicatine that thè defunse In 1 
captlo.icJ case i..l-ht poasibly attenpt to'arrast'GÀRY THOMAS 
RO.iE In comiQCtion wlth hlB appoaranod as a wltneaa in - , 

Count., Court In Tlaynevllle* flay 3 , I 9 G 5 , * GAMBLE atated he 
had checbed wlth thè Shcrlff'B Office on Aprii 2C> 19^5»/and 
tliere t:ao no indication that any action a^alnat'ROWB of any 
sort tra 3 ccheduled baaed on avallablo data. 1 . *. v 

s : * a* -V-** kH.J ’}■ 

"ite stated he WoJÌd be alert in# eonnectión #lth thls 
nettar and preparo to tlUc any riaccasar;* action to orfeot.- 
attowpto uy thè deformo ito-creato dlffioultlea for fìOWE, 

■' J . < ! * - > t. j| 

*_ ' * «u. 

i CAIiBLE advlood that thè dafonae liad re^ueeted .. 

w I ponn-^g Tor tue Individuila ; Ileted bGlòW/ indicatine £l?at 
«:fen;;j *.fa8 p re para d to utilizò 1 ? thedi ai vltnQ3flQar^ * * 4 i* f. >* 
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L. HOLT, 

no address listed; 


' BOROTIIY ROUE, 

caro of Carraway Ilothodist Hospital; 

* i A 

Colonel AL J, LINGQ» * ■ 

On Aprii 30, àfe, GAI EIE advlJLd that he had dis- 

cxissed tlio problems ralaed concernine thè .use of Bureau wit- *’ 

neases in thc trbl and tris ^possibilità' of^ thè defense naltlnc 

efforts to er.ibarrasa thè ‘.•prosccution witnbsses with Circuit 

JuG^e T. VIETiTII THAGGARD.-He stated ,that ^bhe Jud^e liad indi-,_ 

cated that Ire did not in te ad to allo;? tìie defensc to wander 

afar in any o;:ploratory offortc to oscure data from Bureau 

fil33 or Bureau A^ents which waa fUnrslated to thè facete -of 

thls murder case. ì • * r ■< # ■* y ! i- * #'•? : - 

;.. t\ ' i ; i . r., t * r * ir j * 

i* i r ,. , 

_ The Jud^e advised J GAMBLE he terjtatively plànned to 
hear^t'x; ar^uoents raise<3*by tho,defonse ipounsel, J1ATT Rji 
MURFHY/ JH., as tó thè Jurisdictìoh -òf thè Court as US result 
of thè l’residant's announcetiìent of thè arrest of thè Klaus- 
men in bis chambers in Drdor to avold clearing the'J ùry - , 
venire from thè courtroom. « • f -, ‘ J ù 1 y 

GAii31£ stated thè JudgS rurther advised ■nini that if - ■ 
any effort vras fciade to *takè any'actioti acbitist GARY THOMAS 
RO'.JE, sudi ac arrestine Ìiìli, he would trAke evéry elTort cori- 
□ Ì3tent uith his Jurisdiction ito raaintaln him as a tfìtnesry 
and free Troni oustody durine tlrftjcourse of this T trial» 

.1 t • / 

The JUdge furttìer advised thè Circuit Sollcltor 
that any action consisterà,,with his authorlty that hfe'could 
talee to avoid any coirplicated sltuationa over thè witness 
RO'.fE v/ould ’oe taken vjherever poseible, GAMBLE advised that 
thè Judye v.aa deterrninod that this trial w ou 13 be conducted 
in a deeorouo orderly manner and'iic wa3 joins topSrmlt ho 
dei lonotratlona Ly any partìes whicli mlght In any vray prejudice 
tlie Jury, ' - \ ' V. ^ v * 

. >,M, f ' l 1 1 >* I 1 *“' * * 

On tlay 1, 1965 ^' thè Birmingham : Post Iterali , a daily 
nevopapcr pul llched at Diminuì ian;/ Tviauania", under - "date line 
of.May 1, 19 Ó 3 , carried thè followìn^ news rolesaci 4 


BATOIl 


lOuh, carried ttie followlni? newsro lesaci 

* v “* ' - v j \\? ; 

1 ATT li» MUTITIJY, jn,/* attorney• ror‘THOII aS, VimOMS 
, saia-"thinrs are eliapin^ up‘ravorably ;Xori.,oUr 

f - ' ■ H ' *,4^ ;?•*> \ i V 

_ t ■ ■ i * ' * iÀ - -* / *'• 


fliiOHS, 


r 


. I 
* ' 





c 


t 
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tle Klan's oppositlon to thè Federai Re serve System, inter- 
nltlonal finance, and tlie "Zionìst Jew,". MURPHY lached oufc 
al thè Government *s practlce of punpin;; finanelai ald lnto 
countrìeo tiat are hostllo to thè United States. Several 
tlms ho i.entioncd an vmbelicvablo gum of $84 bllllon vihlch 
said wao n,iven to a strali Europe an codntry hardly lar^er 
tlan Choctaw County, Alabama, Ile also remarked at thè wealth 
of thlo country, or an/ attor country, wduld enjoy UT a 
simllar auount was spent Urare, f . 1 . / 

■* 1 * . ■ J" ■ _ ' 

Whlle MURPHY • s ìtalk v»as Interestlt wds left 
to thè Grand Drayon CREEL to comr.ient on Vhat most of those 
in attenOance had apparenti/ come to ’hear, CREEL, wearln^, — 
an enwrald yreen robe which lie later removed, talked prirarlly 
on thè cj vii ridite que 3 tion and thè Klan'e oppo 3 Ìtlon to thè 
Integration of che raceoi He conmented ;t*n thè recent trouble 
at Selma, Alatila,-and clalned tliat Reverend REED'b .body was 
cremateci ...«cause it was ."rotteti'Wlth canoer‘,and syfclìllis." 
Reverend REED dled at a Hiroiny;har.r hùspital'after he’ wasfteaten 
duriti,^ raclai ilncldents At-Solluar'* 1 {*■' '■ ' 

( • v ,'t : * M» d. - ' ■? V* ' 

CRERli also attackod thd proposed free textboofe pro¬ 
gram backed oy Gcvernor GEORGI* WALLACE. He sald tiat thls 
was ono fcl-ìi\, he and thè Klan Olffered on wlth Governor 
VJALIACE. CRÌ1SL sald that he dld not want hio three chlldren 
^oìn~ 11 ochool wlth a bundh of. rt runny no'sed ni^r.eha, h said 
that he vould An*y his cìiildrcn 1 
he a Ilo#/ed to/do'the sane, ; • è 

c 

TRIAL OP COLLII* LEROY WIIXIHS, JR., > ^ ** - 

I 1 AY 3 , 1963 , AT HAYHEVILLS, AIAOAMA \ fj-Ci. ' ■ ' 

ILiynevill». Two rootìous v/ere flleò by thè defense‘«omise 1, 

• HAlT II. IH/RFirY, . JR., and were rulod on by, thè'Cour^,, thè 
first r. cfcJ.cn cohtdsted tho Jnstice-of thè" Court becavse of 
pulii cìfc„ attendant to thè Hn.iouncewent.of r Subjectfe arreat 
by lrcoicU’ivt J0HN30U, thio raotlon fcàd flenled, A Biconi mofcion 
to lt)torvi rs State wltnossos, .-GARY THOMAS ROSS and l£R0Y MOTOR, 
wao ^anl-jd, 

I A t'.approjdpnh^lyj?^^ 

MURPHY, JR. ac coir pani od Ik iC-\Ui 


1 . nutìBu oaj.u 

l’fl .bòoiCB and, urhod-others to * 




*9 i 






,, Central" Standard .T*^, 

^Doervcd tthat Ì-ÌATT ft, ’gvC-' 

TOHi Ictescribed As. a ■ . ' 

. . * 1 - * . 3 *4 »i~ 


> % ; 


8 1 

i 
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Plollelty nan for thè United Klans of America, Ine., Knlghta 
ofl thè Ko Klux Klan, entered thè office of County Sollcltorl 
In thè Cnui’thouao at Haynoville, Alabama, ROTOH proceeded to 
set up n dictaphone and a tape recorder, bofch of vhich vere 
placed In front of GARY THOMAS ROTE. liUnPHY then asked RO'.fE 
thè date he testifico Lofore thè State Grand Jury .a ROTE 
stated !ig Jiad nothlnc to Bay at this tiroa, MURPITY then asked 
ROVJE lf Ite had vtìLved lmr.unity before thè fitate Grand Jury and 
ROr./E ansvered tlvat he had not valved immanity. MURPHY then 
asked RO.JE lf he had vralved iinnunity befdre thè l’edera! Grand 
Jury and NONE a^ain sbatéd he had nothiné to say at ft tlils time 
and woxtld answer no questiona, ^ 

t * * * * 

i ^ ^ 1 

MURPHY then aslccd ROTE under what clrc restane e s he 
wot'ld animar his questiona and ROTE stated he would ansv/er 
nunriK 1 3 questione from thè vltneBs stand Ih Court,’ MURFIIY 
then tolti ROTON to turn Òff thè frachìnss and stateci ;h° ' Would 
ask no further’queotlóns at : that 1 tinte, , feefore fchd ■ fea^lnninc 
of thè lntorvlew and prlor to thè . tinte thè recording maehlnes 
vere tr.rnsd oh, MURPHY acketì RONE if he had Seon Iti^the 
pai>er tnt Ite «ore a *un’ at thè Grand Jury and aoked ROtfE lf 
Ite vere nrred at that timo. ROTE otatod he wa3 no^ armefl at~. 
fch.at tire and ho had not bceu armed durine thè tlrne^ he testi- 
fled Peroro thè Grand Jury, • * * f * 7 ' 

v . r * ■ 

Chortly after tlthrrlv&l of ÌTUftnfY and ROTON Iti thè 
thè Ce-, nty Sollcltor'o office at Haynevlllo, 1 Alabdma, Lovndes 
County Eherlff FRANK RYAL3 cerved thè followiriQ Bummonfl >cm 
GARY THOHAG HO'.,'E: "The State bf Alabama, Lownaos County* 
Circuit Court, Second Judlcìal Circuit of Alabama, to any * 
Sheriff of tiie State of Alabama/ Greetin^st You are liereby 
coiiiìiiaiided to stiminone GARY Ti! OS A3 ROTE to appaar baforo tiie 
Circuit Court to be held for Baid County, at thè place of 
holdln^ thè sanie withln ’thirty -days from Service of thls t . 
procesn, then à:id thoreto anatrar thè complalnt of MArrH»"' 
irJRriIY, JR., VII tue 33 my.hand this third day of May I 965 . 

Slpned C. il. CHAMPION, Deputy Clerk." Thè complaint aa noted 
on ti:3s rapar set forth thè followin^i '"MAIT H, MURPNY, JR., 
plaintlff, versus GARY TlIOtUG RONE, defehdant, ‘ Count One, 
rialntirr daino *-of v thè d’Fondant thè Bum of 6,000 and no 
hrndrcd dollaro {^6,000*00) for professional oervlcè3 rcndered 
by thè plalntlff for thè defondant at hls requeot, on tlie, 
tp vii:, second day of Aprii, I 965 , tfhlch puin of money. wlth 
4:tsr f 'tt tVei'ènni ib due auJ ampald'and ls thè projjercy ^of _, 
Ilo pl-.latirf, Slgnod rAfT Hi MURPHY, JR. f Oro Se* 
•f.- !» 'li'* nfihr> -, • ■ { 

_J_ L , - . * m ! _ __ - i .1 ^ * « 4 J * M m 


ROTE etated at t* 


tlBie he vas 
l t 


eerved he dìd 






éjjc,: 
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After testinonv 


t.ie ■JcùrT recessed and dofenoe 
iT~iTi 1 lTttu^^Tj q an lunediate impromptu presa eond 
nntoìda of thè Court^ovìSo vrhoreiu he called GARY 
".:n a "prostitute, pimi:^ and otated he vould tate 
o;.i tho PCI, taxpdyars, or Castro**' . * ' 

se r ^ m"e 1 IT). 7 !?PHV 


forane 
TUOI IIS 
money 


i, i'.Uni7:*' *.1;old'_thè "pv3ss"tìfti 'l.’lLLLMIR aould not 
carne examinatlón on t’n'e Hfitnésà stand ttftfc' he made 
"boratory In Waohìnyton. HURPIff stated thls lndlcated 
s problan waa a very vi tal Issua in thè cala'; ' lie 
t couoidcratle .pre3rau.ro was placed on thls case In 
n convictlon by thè tresldent and thls roi^ht' be thè 
ite tèe sane exoirinatlon could not- ba dono on thè 
stand a e wa3 done In thè Lab ora tory by WILIÌA.MS/ 


After presentai:J òn rxf thls teàtianóny, tlio 
ted ita caoQ^p-ertainiivj fco thd, fruir de r t>£ victìa 


■racecufcior) 

UZZO/- 




MMm 
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•I The two hold out Jurors in tho case vere also 

questionaci thè presa. LILLY R, ClEATIIÀi;, a booU'ceepcr,, 
said or 1 • i g roacons for acquittal, "I dldn't acccpt 

hlc (RO'.iS'c) testiwony - nofc vfiien I 12 suore Lefore God and 
brolce his oath." > 



The other hold out juror, DAN USE, a meclianic, told 
newoiieUj referrin" to CHEATHAM, "ne and bini pretty well are 
on thè sa..e side. Dofch Jurors denicd any Klan affillatlon,V 
however.. C 1 ’ T 2ATIIAn sald that he is a retnbef of thè Uhite 
Citisene Gonne il and LEK said he was a forrer mcr.ber. Asìred 
IT I.e uo.’ld bave lll:ad tosco RONE as a defenda.it nith 
Yliuans, CR2ATIIAII replled^ "very, very 7-ucli so/ and LEE * 

said, "J ayrce." , \ 

* * * 

The oath that thè hold out Jurors referred to, 
accorditi^ to REX THOtlAS, was thè Klan oath which airiT^divìdual 
taleeq-u.pou. adidasion to thè Klan artd this^oath enda-vlth M I 
will die rather than divulse siine,, so, help me God,*!, i 

’• ? 

KIANSMEU CCSSRVED AT THE ^ . 

TRIAL OF COLLIE LEROY WILKINS - 


SA 

a equa ìn'r. od wi 
at thè trial of 



.no io. 
COLLIE 


aitili; 

LEROY 


T thè Dirnln^ham FBI Office is 
indivldiale and ohoeryid them 


UlLKLtK 


! t 


-f 


ROBERT IL SIIELTÓn/ irrperial 171sard/DrtÌtea ? Klans Df 
America, *,t*as present each da ; of thè trial* He cab at thè 
covncel t * le vich attorney'MATT H, IAIRPHY, JR. ,part'Of thè 
tino. Mudili le known to be Imperlai CounBel of thè United 
Kla.i3 of Ai erica. „ , . .i - - r ’ -, 


TTSI.VIH SKXTON, a menber Of thè United Klans of" 
Aucrica fi-j. Tuscaloosa lClavorn Ilo» vias observed in thè 
-co» rtrooi. a.ul wao observed to brlng in a lar^e netal box or 
file ca- 1net and place lt by SIIELTOIMs chalr» .. - 


On Tucsday nominai May 4, 1?65> CHARLES CLAYT01I • 

KELLEY, a i.iembor of Eeoccti.or Klavern No, £0, United Klans of 

cntcrlny thè courtroom. On May 5 j 19^5» 

SA Pimi polntcd out onc CURTIS .0» DOLE3 vrhori he 
k»i‘7! a;: > » aruar of the United Klans of America, . **,:* >i 
* . t " * * ■ • ■ • -v v* I 

1 J liOOERT s. THOMAS, Ci and Titan, United Klanb of ** -'* '. * 

America, also teatlfled ac r. defense viltness for COLLIE LEROY -• 

v/ilkue. * ; ; 
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Mf. Ww*— 
Mr. Polmoni- 
Mr. Mohr— 
Mr. t)«l<o*eh. 
Mr. C«M>cr » 
Mr. C*U»h»n 
Mr. Conrnd.. 

Mr. Tt It- 

Mr. Gale- 

Mr. R*>**fl—- 
Mr. Sutura 
Mr. T*»«%— 

Mr. Trotter. 
Tele- Room_ 

Mlu Gaody. 


5/4/65 


Transmlt thè (i 


(Type in plainiexl or code) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATT: ASSISTAMI DIRECTORS AIEX ROSEN AND 
W. C. SULLTVAN . * 


I£ (44rÌ245) 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


EUQENE T 
MRS. VIO 
ET AL - 
CR - EL 
OOiMO 


CIVTL SUIT AQAINST GARY THOMAS BONE 


On 5/3/65, GARY THOMAS ROWE, tha Bureau Informant 
who la appcaring fio a witneac in thè Liuzto murder ttial in 
Lovmdes County, Alabama, *aa oerved with a civil summons by 
thè Sheriff of Lowndea County. Thia Burnirono notificò ROWE ~ 
that he v;ac thè defendant In a cult for thè honpaymertt of 
fundo due for profeoaional aervicei rendered to hia b v MATT • •• 
MURPHY. MURPHY la thè counoel for thè defandanta ihftìie 
TTClzzo caoe. . . , . . * C v: • •,* i . 

IXJRPHY'a claim calla for a reply vifchin 30 daya iif 
thè Circuit Court for Lowndee County, and there is no quesV) 
tion about ROWE'a being within thè Juriodiction of thè court!, 
cince he was oerved by thè Sheriff at thè Lowndea Oourity< , 
Courthouse in thè preoence of Bureau Agent* -i * ' 

• • . . i.p ’J ' * >4 v , j4 > 

XNVESTIQÀtIVE FOTENTlAL IN THIS 3UIt ; 

The potential for gain Ih unacrtaking An'inVeati- 
gation of MURPKY'e claim àgainat ROWE la jJeooribed below: r 


3 7 Bureau 
2 4 Mobile 
JAB:gjk . 
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1 1. It Bhould be relatlvely easy to eotablieh ? 

injthis Investigation that MATT MURPHY la a member of thè 
Ku Klux Klan (KKK)• 

2 . The KKK oath whlch MURPHY may he ve talcen In 
Joining thè Klan, if lt followo thè pattern of nome other 
Klan oatha, may poaolbly place hlm In thè poaltlon where ha '"*? V* 
lo oworn to uphold thè KKK over hlo country, hlo God, and hla;•->,*• 
profession. Thlo sltuation lo notlceably true wlth thè Whlte^^ : 
Knlghto of thè KKK of Mieflloslppl, and a olmllar argument may 
be found In thè caee of thè oath MURPHY may ha ve tatcen* 

, * . ‘ * - .... _ —-.-.fcv yj 

3 - It appeara that lt may be poeslble to eatabllah 
that MURPHY knew prlor to'thè day he perrormed thè legai cerv¬ 
ice for which he lo olalmihg relmburoement, that ROWE Mao t '\ ^ . 

aotlng In thè role of a government witneaa*' Por MJRPHY to pur- 
port to repreaent ROWE,'under thè cireumatanceo where. he t*laòV; " ** 
repreoented three other defendanto and had. oworn loyfilty 
thè KKK,. be et beat unethibàl and thè baaltTfor censure at'7^*^ 
least by thè Stato Bar and poeslbly' even dìobarment hction, ’ * 

* * v ? r- t , i r * > 

MJRPHY may be embarressed by belng reduired to 
produce hlo recordo to show.thè conalstenoy of thlo fee wlth 
hlo norma 1 fee3, for example Ilio charges for thè defehoe ofj- ^ 
WILKINS and thè Other LIUZZO defendanto, A ohowing may be 
rcqulred of feea he hae oharged In bther eltuatlono^Vhere _he£Vi # v 
has appeared before.U. 3, ' Co umide lontra in, Other prèllminary' 1 » >•- 
hearlngs. 1 * "• i V *’ rii** 0^ 

5 . It may be ehown that no aotuil Oontìfact wae, ^ 

«ver entered into between ROWE and MURPHY; that MJRPHY'nere ly - :‘:à. 
preeumed to act on thè behalf of ROWE, operatlng In hlo role 
ao attorncy for thè KKK* It moy be.pooslbly ohown lo fchii re- 
gard that jrjRFHY lo now brlnglng thlo clvil aotlon Wlth a view 
to hurting noWE’o reputatlbn and intimidatlng hlm eoia.Wltneoo. 

■ ' ^ *• *■ V » ' I; T- ' " ! i • ’~ r 1 * ' 

6 v lt may rurthbr oe ohown thatfMJRpHY wae ,no t di li- 
gent in dlrpatchlng hlo reoponalbllltléo ao counoel/Yor ROWE # -* 
olnce he hnd falled to leam that thè mattar had been before 
thè Federai Grand Jury, and ROWE had not béen lndlctid* ’ The 
fact that thlo Orand Jury Ma* promlnently known and Information 


l of fece he hae oharged in bther ; Bltuatlone,<Vhere _he£Vi 4 v 
ared before .U, 3. ’ Gommili e lontre in, Other prèllmlnary *'* >•' 

\h { , ; • ,W. l -‘-t *,, 
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ivallable tl|rough news aervicea, euggeats that norma 1 
5 Would have cauced an attorney rcpresenting a poten- 
»ndant to conault vith thè USA*a Office to determine 
thè grand Jury actnally had affected a forthcoming 
igainst hie Client. MURPHY’a fallure to take cuch 
;y be labeled aa complete dlaregard for hia Client 1 a . 
tnd moat unprofeaclonai. _ , ’ . ; ' * / 

n * - . r * p 

7* With thè ahowing of thè foregoing itema, an * 

iy poasibly be ma de in open court or thè grand Jury 
rofeaalonal eervlces MJRPHY furniahed ROWE for lack of 
i and for biaa against hia cllent. Hia lack of good — T - 
bringing thia auit iray alao be expoaed to public k 
. On thia baals, rcllef for ROWE may be aaked in tne 




it of court coats egain3t MJRPHY. i. • i 4 

• -f.T 

o. It la apparent that a aucceaaful proaecutionrT' 
ilaim by MURPHÌf would reault in an expenae to the#f r ’' 
it aince ROVJE va e. acting under thè guidance bf Bureau 
ad Departmental Attorneya in perniitting MLJRPHY to- tl 
t hlm et all. _ 1 *’ ‘ i t t 1 : 

MJRPHY'S PURFOSE IN TRIS SUlT T . . e . ■ * '■ 


Lovmde 3 County Circuit SoIleitor'ARTHUR E. QAMBIE: 

;ed that hia precr contacfca have indicated tó him'pt y 
.HY plana a comeback aa a lawyer and pooalbly a . • »-4 

l comeback aa a reault of thè viotory he anticipa tea*** 
Ung thè aubjecta in thlri caae, . MURPHY la moat ' i - *■ 
to embarrasa thè govemment and thè FUI in connectlbhf 
defenoe of thia ca3e. f ' t * ■'* *.- * l ♦ • * ? » <. 

i ^ v * ■ ; ì r A 

FOTENTIAL FOR GAIN IN LEFSATINO MURPHY'fl StJn 1 *'• ’ *ì 


■It la apparent that an excellent opportunity ifcxifi\* 
lituation-for ahowing in open .court that MATT MURPHY^ 
veraive; that he ls «Jlshonest, and of dubloua , a 
jnal competence. Such a ahowing would be a fcèvere - £ $ 

'tFRPHY end would alno arfect thè brestige of. thè KKKi t* 1 *- 

r * . : \ J * 

-* *♦ ' t ,1 1 

Consideration,ehould be given to .auggeatlng to Houàe-?! 
' on Un-American Actlvitlea that they consider MURPKl’a^ 
i toplc forfutur'- hearing oh thè rolo of-thè aubverlivjt 
In promulgatine thè aima of. thè. KKK, - . i l i j *3l t 
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KURPHY, along With ROBERT SHELTON andJ. B. STONER,}..' 
'ew other key people, ha a a major role In Klan activityV 
South, There ha ve becn indicatlons that thè people 
in’this Group bave aome knowledge of thè facto In thè Bapbonib 
case, enti thesc people may aloo have some knowledge of thè 
Qreenbombc altuation, An opportunlty to move againàt one of 
these men la rarely found. In vlew of MLFRFHY'o vulnerability .v 
In thlo case, wc may be able to negotlate thè discloeure ofx>>, . 
pertlnent Investigative data by dealing directly with him .* 

over this clalm against-ROWE, _ r .. . ■■ | ^ •**\?'L CrJ‘. 5 C' : 

f 

Since there appear to be no seribus objections to 

a Bureau inveotigation of MURPHY’a claim, and we have thè--r-*--- 

opportunlty to rebuff an attempt to extort $6,000 in eddition 
to damaging thè reputatlon of MURPHY and thè KKK, thè reoom- 
mendationn net forth hereafter are entltled to serioua ^ • 

consideration, ;,f , * #f . . 

A further Issue Which must be oohsidered is thè ** ’•/ 

question of whether thè government. «ili tfepresent ROVE in thè J 

defense'òf this auit, or whether he «ili requlre private 
counoel, This is a metter’which ahould be taken up jwlth thè 


Department at this time, 
RC CO MT END AT IO NS 




, H 


1 , That thè Bureau authoriae thè investigaìion of; ; r 
thè claim cade by MURFHY in hls oivil aotion against ROWE, '"’r 
Any invectigation ohould be conducted by followlng thè géneral"' 
linee deccribed herein. Mobile ahould be designated as 

origin In this matter, cince this ouit le lodged in State*,* 

Circuit Court for Lowndea County in thè Mobile pivieion* . 

" * 'Ì n * 

2. That thè Bureau conault thè Department about 

ROWE'e c cui se of action in defending hitnaelf in MURPHY'a l 
euit agalnct him, A specific determinatlon ahould be made : 
es to whother thè Department will repreoent Jiim or whether 
he will require private counael. i.;\ 

; v' : ■ . . ry | . .» afSVV -* * 
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UNITED STATES GO ..NMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr^TJfclroont 

A, Rosin-^ - . 1 

c 

EUGENE TIIOMAS, ET AL; 

MRS. VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, 
AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LA WS 



date May H 1965 

1 - Ur. Sullivan 
1 » Mr, Belmont 
1 - Mr. Roseo 
1 » Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hine^ 

i 1 

^ 4 


FACTS; 


y'/-vf ù>0}' 




On 5/3/65 Gary t'homas Rowe, Bureau Infonaant who 1 b 
appearing us a witness in thè Liuzzo murder trial, currently 
in progress in Lowndes County, Alabama, was served with a 
civil summons by thè sheriff of Lowndes County, The summonsO 
notified Rowe that he was thè defendant ih a suit for < * 

nonpayment of funds due in thè amount of $6,000 for professional 
Services rendered to hlm by Attorney Hatt .Murphy. Murphy is 
thè Klan attorney ■■ho represented Rowe and thè other three , 
subjects ot thè time of their initial arrests on 3/26/65 and^ 
arranged for their release on $25,000 bond each, The Bummo4^ 
\requires Rowe to answer witbin thirty dayB in thè Circuit 
court for LowndeB County, Alabama. . If he does not answer, 
it is possible that a default Judgment could be obtalned 
against him in thè amount of $6,000. Jitféól-" 

THE POTENTIAL FOR INVESTlGATIOìM OZ 125 '* JUN 

f ' ' 

The Mobile Office points oilt that Should we uncfertnke 
to investigate Murphy 1 » dai® against Rowe, it would afford 
us an opportunity to establlsh bis memberahip in thè Klan to ■ 
discredit hia as an attorney and exposé to public Bcrutlny Hi» 
lack of good faith in bringing sueh e suit resultlng in hiB - 
possible disbnrment or censure by thè state bar association. 

According to Lowndes County Circuit Bolicitor Gamble, 
Murphy plans a comeback as a lawyer and possibly a politicai 
comeback as a result of thè victory he anticipates In defending 
thè subjects in thè Liuzzo murder and Murphy is aaxious to 
embarrass thè Government and thè FBI in connection with thè 
defensn of thè cose. This ls Bet forth by Mobile as a possible 
reason for llurphy's bnvlng brotight thls Bilit against Rowe and .■ 
points out that as there would appear to be no serioua objection 
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Memorandum to llr. Belmont 
RE: EUGEHE THOMAS, ET AL; 


top Bureau Investigatici) of 
tha Bureau an opportunity to 
$6J000 and in additioii Would 
and thè Ku Klux Klan. 


Murphy's claim as it would afford 
rebutt ony attempt to extort i 
daraage tbe reputation of MurphyJ 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF MOBILE OFFICE: ’ 

- A 

Mobile recoramended tbat thè Bureau authorlze thè 
investigation of Murpby's claim agaicst Bove and consult thè 
Department concerning Rowe’s course of action In defending 
bimself to determlne if thè Department wodld represent hiM or 
if he would require private counsel* * 

OBSERVATIONS OF GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISIONI-—— 


Attorney Murphy has publlcly stated his connection 
with thè Klan and has been publlcly photographed in Klan robes. 
Under our domestlc Intelligence responsibilities ve need ho 
entree such as thìs cult to conduct an Investigation óf Matt « 
Murphy, Murpby's claim of $6,000 for professional Services 
1 rendered is a private civil suit between A lavyer and his 
alleged client vhicb does not constitute iny basis for a Bureau 
investigation. To inject tbe Bureau into thè situation without 
full and complete justlfication would place thè Bureau in an 
embarrasslng positlon and Murpby would take full advantage of 
thìs. Ibis some reasoning would also apply to any direct 
participation by tbe Department in thìs suit. £-r 

* « * ■ I * * * * 

•v’* J 1 

Murphy's claim against Rovo would appear to be 
exorbitant and there is some reai question as to contractual ' 
arrangements for his Services which sliould be resolved to avoìd 
a default judgment being rendered against Rowe for thè entire 
amount. If such a Judgmont was rendered it Might offer a •. 

( serious obstncle to thè return of Rowe to thè Stata of Alabama 
when and if furtber testimony is needed* . ‘ • 
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6/13/65 
1 - Mr. Bice 
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RoUOalrtol 6/4/C5 regarding tbo civll ouit atjilnst 
Cary Thomaa Rowe. The Cirll euit of Attorney Matt Murphy 
acalnat Gary Thomas Bove ib not a matter in whlch thè Bureau 
doslreE_to become dlrectly involved, thorefore, you are to 
conduct no lnvaetlgatlon vhatever oonoemine thia ault* y> * 



1 - Birnlprjhain 
1 - Bau Francisco 


JWH/ral A 1 
* (6)* 

'SEE ROTE OH PAGE TWO. 
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GENERAL INVESTIGAI. .. >1 VISION 

Rowebc heduleci t o hav-'couf e rence 
tfith lSs attorney 5/26/65 1 j irmingham 
Field Office. The Department has previously 
indicateci it will stand behind Rowe to thè 
[ullest exteot fejfttmple: he was not indicted 
with other sullects by thè Federai Grand 
Jury; Department secured a prominent 
dtorney to Tffyresent hlm in loca^uit;B 
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A Belmont : 

' J5ohr _ 

jjDehoQch 
Cospei _ 
Collahan 

J 

' ' Felt -_ 


Sulhvan _L 
Tovel - j: 
Trotter —\ 
Tele Boom 
Holmes ^—. 
Gandy - 


TjuIzo Gun Not Testi 
|iFor Prints, FBI Says 


kFUiirg Mrs. Viola Uuzzg, * De* 
tmt (Mìch,) civil rights worker, 
were in ber place thè tight of. 
March 25 wben Mrs, Liuno iris 
slam. j 

Sht sald In ber best recollec- 
Li oc ti wms tbout.Ó;» or 10 
p.m., whkrh would be About 
two or t»o and one-haif houns 
and approximately 125 mUes 
awajr frmn tbe scene otf tbe 
slaymg. 

Od cross-era mi nailon, bow- 
ever, Mrs. Frederick s&id ahe 
wasnt aure of thè tinte and tt 
could bave been Uter that 

ghL 

The FBI testimone that oo 
lingerprint test_s were made oc 
thè death weapon carne after a 
member of thè jury asked that 
guestiofi, cven though thè stale 
already had resi ed iU case. 

L FBI agoni Edgard Lakey and 
arion Williams testificd that 
Lbey did ttot make fingerprint 
tests. 

The juror inlerrupted thè trial 
irìth hls questiona and delayed 
thè start of thè case for thè de- 
fense. 


i HAYNEVILLE, Ala, (API— 
'The dcfense rcslcd iis case io 
thè civil rights murder trial oE a 
young Kn Klus Kfartsman today 
lafter FEZ agente teslìfìed that a 
gun identiJTed as thè one which 
killed thè civil riphts worker 
was oot test ed for fingcrpmts. 

Klan atlomey M^tt H. Murphy 
Jr., brought bis teMimony io an 
abrupt close aTter qucsUonicg 
sts witresses in an efforl iù 
discredit a story loM earlier by 
Ihe p rose cut ion’s cliicf wi Loess, 
^Gary Thomas Ro^eJr 

Circuii 'whcrtor Arthur E. 
Gamble Jr, t ttu- rhief prosecu ni, 
tm\ did not indicale immediate* I 
ly whother b* » fluid pul in . 
rebuttle testimnnv tf noi* thè 
case would go io thè jury Ulis 
a£temoon in the fourtb day of . 
thè trial. 

The defenda ni. Collie Leroy 
Wilkins Jr., 21, did noi iestify. 

One of the defunse uriloesses, 
Mrs. Lorene Frederick, fave 
what could bc in alibi (or 
Wilkins 

| Mrs. Frederick, wbo (^crales 
a cafe at Bcssemnr, Ala., said 
l Wilkins, Rowe and two other 
l K 3faaj i cir * liso charged wfclta 
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any fingerprinls on thè shHJ 
t«Gv ; ù rkJ whelher there wciti 
mny fingerprinls on the gun t " 
juryman Clifford MeMurphcr, » 
farmer, told thè' Inai judgc 

IVosccuiion t&slfrnony carter 
omilled any re/enafic* io iincrr- 
prinls on thè weapon, ■ Jfl re¬ 
volver, or spent shejl$ found 
Bear thè murder «cene on U.5. 
highway 80 near bere. 

J SUle Altorncys resied thcir 
case withoul producine tcslì- 
* mony about fingerprinls on U*c 
1 %jislol which KBÌ infoi nier Ciry 
I Thomas Rowe Jr., chtef pios- 
t ecution «itness, said u aa 
wielded by Wiikins In shooting 
Mrs. Liutzo. 

McMurphee ilso saìd he want* 

; ed Lo know atout 'thè crndi- 
lltion of Rowe when the > FBI 
i agenl talked lo him io Birmìng- 
I ham after he (Rowe) had re- 
; turned frorn Lowndcs County 
; that nighl/ 1 

Ro«e had testificd that he, 
Wilkins and iwo other Kìans- 
men pursued Mrs, Uumfs aule 
thè mght of March 35 and sped 
past her in a haìl of - gnni jrr. 
Rowe, who saìd he had 1 Jnadcd 
pìsiol bui dìd noi fi re if. hnd 
told of Lhe tour drinking beer 
that nighl. 

Tbe juror's quest ions follarti 
» recess afler sotiritor Gamble 
| Jr., reslcd thè stale's else. 

Aeree* On May 

AJlhouph Dcfcnse ÀRurney 
Mail Jl Murphy Jr*. alrc-ndy 
had callcd bis (irsi wìinr^. t 
date in sestiga lofi he igre^t lo 
lei lhe prosceuLion clear up tbc 
points raiscd by thè juror. 

Gamble had ìndica t ed carlW 
h* would ask more questiona nf 
(FRI ballfrtìcs export Villìams. 
who testificd thal thè revolver 
kJentificd by Rowe fired the 
dea Ih shoL 

Eut when court reconvened 
loday, Gamble saìd be was 

tbrough. 

1 D e l e n s e attomcy Murphy» 
through bis cross-eaaminaUnn óf 
prosecutkm wilnesscs, had indi¬ 
ca led alrcady lhe course he 

I might Lakc, 

f He has ahown a revolver 
fwhich he «aid he Look from FBI 
fr - f s r^r* ftowc. * * 


field, Ala,, near Birmingham, Is 
the lirst of three KKK members 
brought Lo trial far the alaying 
of thè Detroit bousewife 
Mrs. Uuzzo, the wife of t 
Teamsters Union officili, was 
«hot io dea Ih near Lowndèsboro 
live night of March 25 after 
tiking part in the dvd righls 
march Irom Selma to MocU 
gomery and rerrying acme crf 
thè mafxhers back to Selma. 

Indicted ^with Wilkins — and 
awaiting trffii — wtre Eugene 
Thomas, C t art employe of 
Steel al Bessemer, Alt., and 
William Grville Eaton, liso of 
Bessemer, who «t 41 is a retired 
alee! Vorker with heart troublc. 

Rowe, who wid be )obed the 
<Klan at the FBFs requesl to get 

I information, told thè U-mao 
jmy that he was in lhe car with 
Wilklns, Thomas and Eaton 
wben Mrs. Unno wis kiUcd. 

Ftred at Qwc Rjogv 
He iaJd Wilkins used Thomas 1 
revolver to tire two ahots at 
limosi poinl-blank nnge as 
lhe Ir car puDed alongside her 
automobile in a bigb apeed 
Chase and empGed bis gun al 
the car as they putkd away* » 
. Wilbams, who Works at the 
1FBI laborilory in Washington, 
terUfjed that a bnilet found 
lodged at thè base of Mrs. 
Liuzzo't bri in was fired from 
Thomas 1 gun. 

Anotber agent loW the Jury 
that the gun used in thè labori- 
tory test carne from Thomas 1 
homo, and stili another aaid a 
gun pernii found on Thomas 
was Issucd (or the urne plstol 
Williams flrst Iestified that 
three bollets found to the car 
were d fermili ed by laboratory 
tests to bave esime from tbe gun 
1 whicb Rowe had aaJd Thomas 
handed to young Wilkins just 
fe chji * . UV sbooting. >■ 


Alati II. Murphy» Jr* t Klan ittomey and 
ttìunsc! for Klansmnn Collie Wilkins, Jr*, In 
the Liuszo alaying trial at Ilaynevlllc, Ala*, 
| bolds pìstol he says he look troni FBi In- 
former Gary Rowe, Jr.—AP Wlnrphoto r - ~ 
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ila ih March 25 after thr AlimL- 
pdhiu j“ pfptetl fri ir gli , 
Gesiuring wlldly, hr 
nomu-ed “niggcrV Jcus, 
JPre&ìdcnt "Oohnsoii, J, Edgar 
\\ioo \tf and (ir FBL 

Bui ir Albania Assisi ani 
AUorncy Gcfleral, Joseph IL 
Canti. blasled back, Ictling 
Ihe Jury Ui/il crime eouhJ noi 
go unpnnished reganlfr\* or 
locai caciai beliefs 
'"This la Ihc munger t>r a 
defenseless woman 4 . . by a 
ycIlo«4jollje<E coiva ni." he 
rharperì. louking strambi al 
WJlkins. fc l'm sayinp (li at 
WiDcin* (Nd that nnjrdnr/’ 
Canti even remiuded thè jury 
that segregai io nist Cìnv. 
George C, Wallace had olirci 
Mre* Li uzzos Itili ing *"A 
cowardly act thaL ahould noi 
go impunità ed." 

And Lo w tides (Touuly 
Solicilor Carlino L. Prnfue 
told thè jury thal locai pvoplc^ 
had riolhinp lo do u iLli Ihc 
fhoolinc *"\ou ha ve ar^ 
opportuni iy lodai " hr awiìd,! 
“Lo stand up irxJ aay, 'Altirders' 
must stop * " 

t Thr alale Tijid bulli ^ case 
>n I hc l esLUnooy Qj FBI in 
orm^i Cary Thom^ fUnfc*. 
vi ho le*hi irti that -Jw v in 
theVm—«irrn Wilkin* JirctT al. 
Mrs. Liuzzo's car, Thr rìrfensc, 
, offerii no alibi lodai, ancH 
Muijili) himkrd all fin hfcij 
chance of *uaying thr jury ini 
t bombasti** nimmalimi 
The Klau la « yer riparti in lo 
Roue is a paìd inrormniu *ho 
had vioIMcd the Klan = o*i(b oT 
aeciwy and could nnt b r bc- 
lievctL 

•■He ìs a liar and a prrjiirer, 
holding hlmself oul lo br i 
wltilc man/’ Murphy tWlared. 
"That's worse Ihan > whjLc nig* 
fier 

Mur-phy's mairi legai basis 
for requesling acquiUal *as 
art asserìion Ihai Roue's eye- 
witnes* Lesti innny was noi cor* 
rnlKjmled auJTiricntly, He *aid 
(lini under Alabama lavr Ihc 
testimony «if an Aretini pi ire h 
noi miffMirnt tu Mr|i|mr1 a 
uminler rtmvirlinn. i 

In bis ZfHiiinide rbarge In 
Ihc jmy. J udite Tinnirli 111U] 
thè pane! Uial it il dri^nuined 4 
Hosve wfti ah acconci ut. il 
could noi comici Wdkms on 
thè atrcnglh nr Itowca icsH- 
, muny alone. 

I The chic! proicculn» Cif. 
^t-ScUdtor ArtJni?"r, L'rfn* 


bb\ Iji a low kr>od htil stili 
slnmi i&n Ihw 

Jjowndca Counly caumd ^Ink 
ni a rold blooded kllling or we 
will bc lowerinp our moni 
j Klamlarrfs,** 

[Defcnse Taciic 
' Murphy’a Hrst defensc tac- 
tic was lo get Into evldence the 
Ideati wotnan's hlood ^ained 
purse. Over objecUons from 
.Ihc prosecuUon* he iulrudueed 
|some of >U conlents, Includine 
'Mrs. Llutiok NiVAC'P mem- 
(bership card. The judge rulcdj 
sorrte Hcm^ Irrrlcv gm.. , 

J Dui mg “thè 21 minutcs ofi 
defenst icsumooy, Murphy 
callèd ^“lllbl wilnfer^trtei 
could bave placed Wilkln^ 


an>Trhcre else on the murder 
nighL ■** — — 

He produeed Ihrec wilnets- 
es, includine Imperiai Wizard 
Robert 11. Shclton of thè, 
KJan, who testified thaL Rowe' 
had told a atory about being 
offered a fami and money byj 
khe FBI lo teslify agalnst 
wjjkips apd otber KUnsmen.l 
iRo^c le&ijfied .ycslerfÌTr - ttm 
Mi^rphy aclually milruclcd] 
him Lo put out auch^j areici 


Murpby callcd bìx defcnsc 
wrinesses and tried lo gel In 
Ibeìr answers io sudi ques¬ 
tiona as whrther Rowe had 
once admilLcd carrying a 
.Communìst Tiily card, Tbc 
jqucsUons wcrc ruìcd irrclc-j 
vani belore Ihc wjLncsses 
Icould answer (hem 


, Juror $ OueiUon 

poini ltM*-s 


- - , - -fu-O' 

'Foretnit] McMurphec Mld he 
wa nted to k now the cundilion 

Of Rowe “in regarìlS I0“lfìs 
*obriet 3 '^ after the murder 
ride and wbeilier fingerpriiit 
tefits had been rnade or empty 
nhcll casings and the alleged 


i 


i murder wcaoon. 

[1 FBI agoni Ned Shanahin 
jlcslificd that Ifowe was noi 
under the Inflururf 1 nf alnjhnl 
uhm he mrl him that nulhL 
f Bfter FUI wiHicw-s m hf no 
liiicrrprinl IrsU »cnr macie 
of Ihc gun or diHI^_ 
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'<> May 21,1965, 


The l'rrc I d?nt 
flashingt cn,D.C, 


w 

pb'( ; 

RE* HAYHLVILLE ALABAMA TRIAL UF WILKINS 
_ (GAHY THOMAS iSvE} _ 


Vw 



Lear Mr. Prrsldenti 


/^ll Anurie a should he acateful f or men like Nr, Rowa antf for 
thè splendld way that J» Edgar Hoover end thè FBI handled thi« 
txaglc mnttcr, 

Suroly rur two New York Senatore wlll cooperate in eny nation- 
wide fecognltion for Mr, Rowe, -u 


r 




Ihr liberty is being taken of sending a copy of thls letter to 
The Honcrrble J, Ldgar Hoover os a personal expression ofpyratefulne ?e 
for thè ’ -iy this case v.-a^ handled - which redounds to thè great cred. 1 1 
of our ct’vrts and thè FBI in particular, 1 ^ ^ 

Carn et our Presldent do something in a publlc way, with tke «i^;- 
and edvic" of thè House and Senate, io that proper xecognltion may ;è! 
be made fcr their action, 

tic p^roon in unlform ever did more for hli country wl^h greate^ 
personal i5e);, than did Gory Thomas liowc. 


CT> 

cv 


Halher then diminish * it would seem to exalt that great honor 
that qoce vith a Congressional Medal of Honor, 

Vhat C'n cur President do to let thè world know hc?w «re feel 
about a h i man like Gary Thomas Rowe? i. .i 

i. ' ■ ■ 

The -inriflcant parca ef thè k'ny Mh,l965 issue of New York 1 * 
pie tur^ ipnr * the Daily iJoiti •* *t.^ tnclofieri* *1 o / / 

m£É&i^# oì ^ 




P 


JCT/b 



'^Id.C.To iMlonccablo J, Ldcar ^ccver,Director ,Fe f lcr-l Bureau of_ 

Investigation, .'eshington, O.C, 


fi! HAT-25 



News, 220 Last 42nd Street,Manhattan,N,Y,City 
T> - De. C.B.Powell,Pubiisher,Amsterdam News, 2340 tjghth Avenue^ 

-■— _■_____-—„ u.»- 1 » » » a o ki. v . frt t -j i - _ . JZd i n ■ * • — + 1 
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*-» lty ANTHONY J’"inON _, 

Slif Corrwpnniirnf #r TllK Nf.ws 

Haynovillc, Ala-, May 5 —Flil undcrcover man 
Garv Thoinas Itowe accused tìullnecked klan làw- 


Beimont_ 

Mohr_ 

OeLoach —- 

Casf>er_ r _ 

Cai labari_ 

Cornod - 

Felt __ r 

Gale J_ 

Rosea_,_ 

Sulllvan _'- 

TaveJ — , , 

Trotter_ 

Tele Room-- i 

Holmes-— 

Gandy - 


yer Matt II. Murphy Jr. loday of conspirin* t* 
.{smear thc FBI by producine false evidente. . 
As thè ircuwition carne from thè witnm stand In 



Lotvnde* Counly Court House, Miirphy'* pnle blue eyes 
widencd in fm y* He prabbed hi* hai from thè defense table 
and flimp il away, abolitine: " You, you . - _ 

Judge T* Worth Th in ni or- 
derr*l i reren thè defenae * 

(■«ver cito] down. Uve 

minnU'* laler, Mmphy «pnlnirized / r 1 5 jfk 

and thè mniiirr OHM ir*inst I l£^ft 

klan^mnn CMHe IjeTOJ* Wllfcìn*, , |^ n ^ ^ 

21, in (he flavine of Mn, Viola IR 

LiuT.ut. m whìU 1 ti vii rìfhta work- I g ^ 

rr T eonUnued. I T j 

nb n Irttd » marabre | $ i? 

iltry jrr^Ufilnv of v» Ir bine nijrht l ^ W 

riilei’t ptiinp hulIrL* mio Ihe c*r \ * j- jm 

nf Mt' Hiiiai**, fcillìn* Ser, w*t \7 ’ r JB 

thè ftAle’i wvi*l dtnugint wil- lA ^ : 

nr*s Wilkìns. 

Murphr, thè impenni klonAAl a J. 

of llic kUn, wmt tryìng Tl 

In f i «Lrrìy U'itvi a fi edibili ty w hiM [ 

Ih.* roiirtrttnm rvplosion rame, 

Arm al Kirmlind' W SUfJgbfc 

I Unrphy th^ixid Ihit thè FBI * Jfj* 1 t 
barf nifnrd Tìnwe SOCI wm of rr*f 

ffli mJand iti MinnrRota if ht -—-'r^ 1- —- ■ - -- 

rnuTd cooperate in breakìne thè i t 

back of thè UpìUd KUn of *- —— —— - 

.Anieric». ! that he eouTi! *ar whiUTcr h< 

But Rmi‘r d^nied li *nd, ìtinteh- |^ r \ ^ >l, n pby. 

ine Um* alUirL, oiisAisnl Murphy Thi^ ea» *ftrr thè oeen$et 

nf instrpr-iinc bini at A niiH'UriE: -rnen h.nl b* ^n i;or^tioned hy th< 
in Muiphy’i iiffii*» |n pvit that in- PKitI rnllntrinif Ihr MArrh 2S miir 
fnrmnl|f»n ouL irW liti! hefniT* lin»e had hr-T 

H Ait* ymi Rotini: ! l»M ymi IrevmW mh FTlt «nrlmavvi 

tini?"* hhirjihy rli-mnrvdril. *nm*nU , 

*IVa* ttowr ralnily rrpiird. P riI l^ 1 , U1.1 ik 

»w hr i-‘ v '! 

-.hf 1 '“ H r piUhr< Tg^p'j I, '••. _" tl _ , Tl"*_ v "“ -s*" 
K. C h ^ih f.. tJ . fc;;- , .rj^ t.Lf^ 

, HoBf : ^U + p ^JhiU atrmdiiiL* tó Rnwe, whr! 

Then Muiphy fin or hat |>e mpntìmiH tbU tn Murphy, th 1 
•nd th^ judire m dei ed thè ree fu. i* vrfr horoib **■ ly Reited oo 1 

I " I hit Aflef thè Marder *T*d rnld dl^tnAke tt 

. , (l L . ■ «ere* and t . *n.(Hill, 

ttìlirV ib coiie'i/Kfwe tol-1 hn Fa ri ìe i, V *t-finrf mtxhr 
thè m >Iurt*hy t ^u.^rk f-nn Murphy vbei 

Jiftire. thè dee mllciuinr th** | a( , ?>r „j + .,1 him fr W U n 
iTTirdcr. He nid Ihet thè FBI hiirl ---!---- 


Tb« VoablbgtOo Poti and .— 

► Tinta Hacald 
v 

The WeaMnq'on Dal Ir N#»i 

Tbi ETAnlaq Sia* -——» 

Ntv T otk Htroìd Trtbiw — 

H*w York ì oum«l-A*&*Hc*rr» 
'7 

Ht« York Daily N*w* . .^ t 
New York Pa*l , — 

Tt»* N*w York Tl»*a _ 

T>* Baltlwor* San___ 


Th* korttr___ 

Th* New Lwdn M —-- 

Tha Wall fUrwAl Journal 


^ ’T. 

>f f h* fwt 11 'i IT WITr 






Ufcen thè kUn imlh, % Rowe 
fti m i r ‘\ ey t iturli a* it «>?r " 

Murfthy then rr*d out thè oath 
of ■Ile^iunre whi^h inHudes thè 
•orda* “I will die rather than 
divulse thè {kUn) lefirts* So 
help me Cod," Murphy demanded: 
"Vou ir*ore brffln’ God?" 

Rowe reptied quirU>% 'Tei, to 
thè beai of my knowledgc/* 

Rowe lold nf joininr forre* 
wilh thè FRI fi ve year* ifo after 
he had heen approarhrd by in 
ajfervt namrd Barry Kemp. Fiee 
week* !■ ter he iiid he rtctiftd 
hit fi rat payment **for et penata" 
of SiO. He wtid he airned « re* 
ceipt for thè rash «od Stote 
Froaecutor Arthur Gamble la ter 
floumhed t bunch of rereìpts 
cOTermg- thè period op to March, 

Fnn t2* U 12fK) 

They were for Tirioua iums 
ranking from $20 to more tXao 
$ 200 . 

Rowe aaid he o«ed hi* fini pay- 
meni for klin due* and to buy a 
klan robe. 

Murphy prei^rd Rowe on why 
he had rvot tri'd to pnevent thè 
ihootinc of Bfr*. Liuiio, Rowe 
aaid he did noi fire *ny ahoti him- 
i i«lf. 

“I did t»ot know a n y th j n £ w* j 
going to be done unti! thry 
aia rieri ahootinp,*’ he aaid. "1 
thnught thry wrre Juat goluf to 
•top thè tar, Thcre ere variali» 
wtya of atoppirijr another car 
without ahooling at [L rt 

Murphy twtre iridi lo ronnect 
Rowe ari ih thè Communiat Party, 
aakinjt lf he waa a member or 
had ever recrivrd money t rom *L 
The imlge ausiained a prosecu- 
Ubn objcclion to thè ^ ULu fri u a f 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr* Mohr 


DATE: 


Svili#» 

T^.r: 

trotta , 

Tf \m. Ph 


?R0M 


C. D. DeLoach 


SUBJECT 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL; 

MRS. VIOLA'LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RlOHTS - ELECTION LA WS - >' 
GARYkOWE - INFORMANT ’ 


For record purposes, Mik^-Oorman, a reporter formerly employed 
by ”Newsday, ” a daily newspaper In Long Island but now a free-lance writer, on 
7^3-65 carne In to see Wick.’ He said he is assoclated with William Bradford 
Tliiie who has written conslderably on civil rights maiters in thè South particularly 
thè murder of thè three civil rights workers in Philadelphia, Mississippi, last 
year. Dorman said he and Huie, through thè attorneys of Gary Rowe, will soon s 
make an offer to Rowe of a three-way money split intended to corivince hlm he ( 
should cooperate with them in telling his story concerning thè Liuzzo murder. \ 


Dorman said that he will write thè book after talkihg to Rowe and 
thal Huie will write thè screen version for movie use. Already said Dorman he 
has a $75,000 guarantee for thè book and a $75,000 promise for thè movie. The 
resuìting $150, 000 would be split three ways, $10, 000 would be given to Rowe 
imraediately after thè trial and thè remaining $40,000 of his share within a few 
months thereafter. Also Rowe would share, according to Dorman, in any upward 
negotiation adjustments in thè movie and book rights, .sales, etc. .. . 


ACTION MEN 


Wick told Dorman this was all well and good but that thè FBI would 
have absolutely nothing to do with any of this, could not and would not help Dorman 
|and Huie and would have no part of this. Dorman said he understood. . He stated, 
however, he believed Huie and he will be Buccessful in giving thè hlghest money 
offer to Rowe evefitually. Dorman said further that he hlmself Intended totravel 
around thè country digging Into thè background of thè case. Wlclt fBltEì'ài&T'we . 
could not help him. : ' •* 1 ' .....«-«r : ' 


For record purposes 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. SulUvan 
1 -Mr. Jones 

e a WW itìlioo 
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who is representing ROWÈlin thè »uit lagalnsx^ROWE 
by HATT MURPHY, Klan attorney* * Heindic^ted that *through'-> 
JOHNSTON and other contaetó of hié (KlUIE'fi) in thè Depart- 
inent he expects* to eventliilly fobtàin 'approvai tallite? thè 

__ _ J - _ nnt.tr> K •#* * .li 1 • * A V.. ! ivi* 


given thè "go ’ahead" to trite ; t£( 
explained that he, of >CoP^4e« JwOi 

* , individualo fot 1 ) any i irtf ofmatiqn ;1 

ìv ;>» •'••■** ■ i ; v HUlEfstated *hé-realitel 
^’^'pos&ible for hi5n t tQ.>filstaiiJ':4Jideo 

* ’*•. of a story onjXOWE’priòr-to tHel 
i triale'in thè ti UZZO* inurdtr* case 

“intend to také*any actiojì J>ef óre 
( \ obtaining ' bacR^round linfòfmàtioti 
He atated he realizéd ’!fui! ’ veli 

' : r'i~\ À ir»'. *'v •Huiéwtàìid$Ìrtif-MÌ*i 

^■'^thrf.FBI Officiai tóUélHt W 
i;, ; J.n r.Birrtingha# i^evdl^firtf MfcXfetfa 
y ; ,>itha Klan. * He‘iakédvfpr?hòf'iiilòr 

* - <was»furijisheditpjhià dòhbirning’ì 
- Jiatter.i T-W fi lite] i¥ 


■Thsfabove’has'beén a 
on. | ' the*Buré^d'4«ilÌ 
er iriforaatiori whifch 
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UNITED STATES CO» NMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. Roseci, 




SUBJECT 


McGo 


EUGEM;,. THOMAS, ET AL. 
VIOL//LIUZZO, ET AL. - VICTIMS 
CrVXL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 


August 20, 1965 

1 - Mr, Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr, Hines 


l«lx-- 

IflMtl _ 

I- 

0«Lo*c4- 

Cupo- 

CtlloM* _ 
C4»it«d - ■ 

r*M - 

Gm\* - 

un*—. _ 

Ticrttf * 
T*l#. 
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ni 

*r 


V"' - f 6ol ‘ 

Information was recefved that attorney Matt Murphy was killed In 
an automobile accident near Tuscaloosa, Alabama, early in thè moraing of I 1 
August 20, 1965. __.___i-*»'•* ,.jl t: pP v 

■* • - - ' \JV r\ 

ì * « * I *■ • * I 1 

R is noted Murphy presently has pending a suit against Gary Thomas ^ ^ 
Rowe, Jr,, Bureau informant, The suit seeks to recover $6,000 which Murphy ^ *\ 
contended was for professional Services renderei, As this matter is 1 » 

scheduled for a hearing early in September, Paul Johnston, Birming'ham attorney*'" ^ 
who is representing Rowe, had requested that Rowe contact him telephonically ^ fo 
between 2:00 and 5:00 p. m., centrai standard Urne, on Friday afternoon 8/20/65. 
Arrangeraents had been set up for Rowe to be in contact with thè attorney. 

ACTION: • *-?•: * 

SAC Ingram of thè Birmingham Office was telephonically contacted 
and advised to Immediately get in touch with attorney Paul Johnston. Ingram ' 1 
was to advise Johnston of thè death of attorney Matt Murphy and ascertain e 

whether or not it wiU now be necessary for our informant tomak^contactwith^^lì 
attorney Johnston. Ingram will contact Johnston and advis^| 

^.ud thè Bureau of Johnston’s reply. 

, * ,y.) *>1* * 

'r . . 

9 * ^ * f 
* • 1 
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AUG 23 ^65 
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» ‘ Au to . 18, 1965 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIV1SI0N 
ThiB. case concerns th-" murder of 
civil rights worker Violi uiuzzo near 
Selma, Alabama, 3/25/65* 

Gary Rowe iurnished tbe informationi 


in this case leading to tbe arrest and 
subsequent indictment of thè three 
subj — '•b-rr imiiiiiLii^- 


Murpby, attorney ioi~the Ku 
Klux Klan, vrho represents thè defend- 
ants in this case,has filed a civil 
action against Rowe seeking $6,000 for 
legai Services allegedly rendered at 
thè time of thè U. S. Commissioner’s 
hearing wben Murphy represented Rowe 
to thè extent of arranging his bond. 

Ile has not represented Rowe since that 
time* Birmingham being Instxu cted to 
expedite Information re Murphy’s remarks/ 

CDC/pak 
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J Mr. iTC: 
I tir. 

| Mr. FrtL _ 

* Mr» CatJ, 
I Mr, lt-IW 

Mr. UulL 
{ Mr. T»Vd/ 

* Mr. Troupi 

1 Kmi 


Dote: 8/17/65 


Transitili thè lollowlng In 


(Type in plaintexi or code} 

AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 


AIRTEL 


DIRECTOR, FBI (44-26601) 


FRANCISCO (44-603) 


EUGENE THOMAS; ET AL.; 

VIOLA LIUZZO; ET AL. -'VICTIMS 
CR — EL . ti, ^. ~ *-- ,- 


An article in thè " Oakland-Tri b un e ,* "Oakland, California 
daily newspaper, under caption, "Dixie Trio Faces Trial ir\. Slaying 
quotes Alabama Lowndes County Prosecutor ARTHUR GAMBLE f' JR. as 
saying that.-COLLIE WILKINS would go on trial during thè week 'of 
9/27/65, for thè Blaying of Mrs. LIUZZO. EUGENE THOMAS and $ 
WILLIAM EATOM are also accused in this crime. San Francisco la 
assuming that GARY T, ROWE, JR. vili have to be available for : 
conferences and testimony beginning S/2E/65. ì y 


3J- Bureau (AI1-RM) * r 

1 - Birmingham (44-1236)(AM-RM) 
1 - Mobile (44-1245)(AM-RM) 

1 - Tampa (44-313)(AM-RM) 

2 - San Francisco. (1 » 44-609) 

(1 - 170-14) 

JGC/jr - (19) ! 


Àpproved: 


-Seni 


Per 


Special Agoni In Charge 
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(Meuni ClfppIn g In $poc* &4Ì«v) 


Klaìx Lawyer Says FBI ‘Spy’ 
Living It Up in Tampa I 


r J2i£__|jJorney for lhe Ab* 
bami Ku Kìux KI;q *nd ini 
Collie LeRny Wilkins chargrd 
mrilh thè murder of a vhìie 
civlì rlghls worker, t*id >cs- 
lerday le BSrrmnpham that ar 
FBI undcrcovrr acmi vho 
lesUfiod ipainst Wilkini boi 
been locatori in Tampa, 

Joseph F. Sanloian*, ipi'nl 
in charme ol Lhe Tampa FRI 
office fiaid: Ét J don’t kflòw 
anylhing aboul il." 

Fruirti fer forlher informa* 
Uon, Santolina pf rshlrd he 
almply didn'l k_no« iifthJo£ 

I bout IL 

The undrrcovcr acrpl, Cary 
bornia Fn^e, 31, tesiificd ni 
riìkms* Inai Usi May thni 
he *a* In Lhe car uhcp Wil- 
ktns and Iwo olher meri firrri 
od and killed Mrs. Violet Li* 
litio of Detroit, 

Mrs, Liuiro, » ci vii rijrhH 
worker, vtas drivinc a car in 
Lo'fcodes County, Ala , relurn- 
fng a Negro from a cìviT 
righti demonslralion in 
Scimi, 

Bove was a aurpme wil- 
fiess in thè trial of Wilkirs 
*hich ended lo a faune Jury 

bccause l*o of thè Jurjmrn 
iaid they could not belici c 
Hn*e because he had sairi he 
had Joined thè Klan, taken 
Klan o i l h i - nf aecrecy and 
vas viobimg his oath by testi* 
fying al thè LriaL 

A re* irli! f*r titlkin* U 
lehrdutrd SepL II I» lliync** 
Ala. 

55 t n e c lhe Inai Rotte 
dioppcd out of iteli, 
\cilerdiy, Watt Murphy 
who deferwled Wilkinr. aald in 
Birmingham that Boue had 
been locatori in Tampa — "liv- 
ln£» like a lord and roaminE 
thè sands , ealing chirkcn and 
«teak* — fUet micdTJrr * 


t alio aaid L *ì* TB I 

acenls were guardine Bove 
round thè clock and “costine 
thè taapayers 1180 a day," 
Murphy sakì he fan * >uU 
a in insl F osve lo fee face rri in 
a Jrllerton Cu nty court SepL 
7 for lhe mllecUoii oC back 
aHornty feci. 


Alutphy dld noi captalo ho* 
he recH-red bis Informatico 
Ih»! Rowe wn In Tampa* 
Bowe lestified he had becn 
art undercover agcnt for thè 
FBI for live years and had 

f erri paid by lhe government 
urine Utat lime, (hai fata In¬ 
foici ions *rre lo Infiltrale 
Jan and Commutisi gnoups. 
Il his poìnted out by a f od - 
eral emplove yeslerday Ihat 
H vi-nuid be a naturar Ihing 
fnr thè FBI lo gi_»rd Rowe, 
jn Iti e f* rat place he Js nne 
of them and !s a federai em* 
plnyc v,fao might posaibly be 
in dmeer of hit life Irom 
fncmhcra of lhe Klan. 

WUhnet Rewe'j leatimeny 
lhe alale mt Atabana WMÌd 
noi bare at lieta! a ea^c 

aflinai Hllklns. Bave wu »a 
e.Te*»tlnC5s f rldìng in thè rir 
fi nfn uhi eh lhe abolì wert 
lired. 


The FBI hi been engiprri 
in jnvcstlpatirg clvll Hehls 
noJafìnns for aome lime and 
lhe J u 1 1 ire DrpirlmtoL 

pndrr a'hirh thè hurdu np- 
rratrs. la rfaarged wilh enfine* 
ine coll rjrhia laut under thè 
Chil Fichu Àct. 


(Indicati pcq«, barn of 
B«v|pgp4t t city and «tata*) 


ULThe Tamna Tribune 
Tarana , Florida 


Dat. : August 19, 19f*' 

cbtloat 
Asliof i 

editor:James A, Clendin- 


CborgETtar; 

or 

Cl« sai llc^tloai 

s^aitiiitq ouicr Tampa 

□ |n*lnq In * a* UGOtfrd 






o 



MRS. LI UZZO 


WILKINS 
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tocoTFBI jfdead 
Mum on gaJk 
Informer fiere 

Joseph F. Santnìana. tpecUl 
agent In charme of thè FBI In 
Tampa* loday aaìrì he "kncw 
r> o t h t n g" conceming reperti 
FBI informer Gary Thomas 
Rowe was under heivy fu*ró t 
tu Tampa. 

Rowe originali]? h*d bren 
•ccused along wllh three oiher 
members of thè Ku Klu* Klan* 
with thè ilaying of a rivll 
righi* worker, Hrs. Violi 
'Lfuro, ahortly «fler ah e look 
pari lo thè March 25 Selma- 
Montgomery rivi! righU march 

Rowe testifiod agfttnsl onr of 
thè accused men. klansman Cnb 
Ile Leroy wi 1 kIns, and told thè 
court Wìlkins *as thè trigger 
man. The trial ended in a buon 
jury, and a new one U, ached- 
uled for Sept. 27. 
i The irport Rowe U In Tampa 
carne from kUn allomey Bl aH 
H Murpby* who tald ila FBI 
men were guardina hlm arouod 
thè dock 
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{Indicala paqi, nera* o f 
city and 



JU_ The 1 Tampa Times 

Tampa, Fla . 

D !" t August 18, 196S 

tbUHi 

Attfeor: 

Eimo'-i rjenne tt DeLoach 

Tifi»; 
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ClasmltLcatlon : 

SubollU.'Offici Tamp£1 
1 1 Unirti! fn^^itlQqìHl 
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FD-3&0 {Re»* 7-U-G3J 


Rowe Said 
In Tampa 

BIRMTNGHÀM, Aia, (VPl > — 
M&tt H. Murpby, attomer for 
Uiè Ku Klu* KJan, Mici ypstrr- 
oay FBI Informar Gary Thrmx?* 
R^wf r who ipstilipd agairtst a 
tdansmaa on trial for ihe mur* 
àcr of i civìl rights workcr t te 
under hravy 

(Murphy said eix FBI ngmi* 
fitarding Rowe a round t ^ 
c9ock “cofling ihe (jurpa^eir 
|180 a day,” 

J. Fi Sanlolana, *peciai_n E r*nl 
In cbarge of thè FBI injjamjw, 
lold thè St + Feleirburg Tirn*% 
“J <Wt ktww inyihing ehouf 

Murphy said bis sui{ agatn^ 
£oivc ta coUcct a Iawyer H s J^r 
has heen set in Jpffenin Cmm- 
ty Court Sopì 7. Rowe origli 
] y va5 «ccttsed with three Ko 
Khix Klansrnen in ronnerfmo 
with thè murder of Mre. Viola 
Li uzzo short ly sfter uh e look 
part la thè March 25 Selma-trw 
Wontcomeo' ci vii righls mandi 

However. fi tumed out Rowr 
^^ied thè Klari tn inforni thè 
FBI, and Charles aeainst him 
were dropperi. Rowe testifieri st 
thè Haynevilie murder trial „f 
Klansman Collie Leroy Wilkins 
that Wilkins was thè trip per- 
man. 

The trial *nOed tri a hung jujy 
411(5 a uew trial was set Ir ir 
SopL 27 in KayiìcviDo. The iwn 
other ircused Klansmcn, Fug 
J™ Thomas and William Eaton, 
bave yet lo he torri. AH-thrw 
tty they are fnnocent. 


*re fnrx>c*nL 

I 


(Motin! Ctlpplng In Sfocar Bilo*) 



{Indicar* paqt, novt o t 
niwipa^fTj city ertid *1011*,) 


3lLJ>t. Petersburg Tini*- ; 
St. Petersburg, Via. 

Dgu= August 18, 1965> 
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UNITED STATES . ,MENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. Mohr 


DATE; 


C. D. DeLoach' 


FROM 


HAL.ROSS _ ..- * 

Z1ZGLER ROSS AGENCY $ 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


SUBJECT 


GARY ROWE 


ACKGROUND 


By letter dateci 5/17/f5 above-eaptioned Hai Ross wrote thè 
Director suggesting that he be peroltUed to contact Gar^Rowe for thè purpose 
of interesting him In selling righta to his llfe story7 By letter dated 5/21/65 
Miss Gandy advised Mr. Ross that his proposai would be brought to Mr. Rowe*s 
attention." This is being done. Gary Rowe is thè inlormant In thè Viola Liuzza 
murder case in.Alabama, thè trial of which resulted.ln a hung jury. 

DEVELOPMZNT; ^ ‘ I» * ’ ì» 2 > 5 ? ft ; 


At 2:35 p. mi tocfoy Hai Ross telephoned from Los'Angeles and 
taiked to Wick. He referred to thè receipt of Miss Gandy ! s letter and asked 
whether Uiere had been ariy chance in thè situation and whether lt would be - 
appropriate for him to press fur|ier in attemptlng to contact Rowe. He said 
his company did not wish to take ^.ny action which might jeopardize thè future 
trial in thè murder caàe, but he did want it known that his company is very 
rnuch Interested in s#Curing thè rjglits to Rowe's story which ultimately will 
be told.* / \ 


Mr* Ross was told (bere had been no change in thè situation 
but that his inquify would be malnt^ined as a matter oJ record. . 


Mr. Belmnnt 
Mr. Roseti 
Mr. Sullivan s 
M. A. Jones 1 
D. C. Morrcll 


REW:amr 
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fìnte: 7-8-65 
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(Tjpe im piai* text or code} 


AIR MAIL 


COISTE 


(Pnontyi 


DIRECTOR, FBI (137-6295) 


SAC, BIRMINGHAM (170-9) 

CO;>T. tV,.,; ^ 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


ReBHAirtel 5-27-65 and.BUlet 5-21-65 


On 7-7-65 WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE apoeared at thè 1 
Birmingham Office. HUIE at thia time again rcoeated his requcst 
for an opportunity to do a story on GARY THOMAS ROWE and his 
activity in thè Klan. HUIE said that if ROWE had a story to teli 
which he belicved he had, he v;ould willingly pay thè sum òf 
$25,000 for thè story regarding thè Klan and ROWE's activities 
therein. HUIE also said that in thè evcnt this story was suitable 
for developinp. into a movie, he was willing to make an additional 
payment of $25,000 for thè movie rights to this story, • 


HUIE said that he had a re presentative by thè name of j 
MICHAEL DORMAN, who was a newspapcrman on Long Island, who would 
be in touch with Mr. JOHN DOAR, Assistant Attorney General, 
sometime next week» He said that DORMAN would make this offer 
of HUIE's knoun to Mr. DOAR. DORMAN reportedly vili act as a 
legman for HUIE and run out thè various details that are necessary 
to complete a story. _ . ♦, 


No commitments of any kind were made to Mr. HUIE beyond 
thè fact that his wishes would be made known, HUIE said that thi: 
was thè primary purpose of his cali so that thè FBI would be awar 
of his interest in GARY THOMAS ROWE. This is being furnishpd for 
thè -Bureau's Information only è ‘ V 


O-Bureau 
2-Birmingham 
RC.Jrrlg . t , 
(5)* 


ecial A geni in Charge 





I 



BH *70-9 

1 

Xt might be note^f that Mr. HUIE was advised that 
tir, ROWl had previously indicateci he had no interest in 
having a story prepared patii at least thè completion 
of thè trial herein. He wns also advised that ROWE had 
advised he did not know if he would be interested in 
tellìng a story even »f$er oompletion of thè trial. y 
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UNITED STATES GCT* .NMENT 

Memorandum 

to Mr^, Btìimo nt 
from A. |tose6 /, v /ii 

ì yj-r' 

subjectEUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. 

MRS, VIOLA 'LIUZZO, AKA, ! 

ET AL. - VICTIMS 

CIVEL HIGHTS - ELECTION LA WS 


/ i J* \ Tolwi* - 
/ (/*' ? IVrl«o*i 

f ^ 1 - ' /Uoh* _ 

CfllluhO"! 


U/30/65 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr, -DeLoach 
I - Mr, Belmont ! 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley » 

1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr, Hines j {y 

■ *> ■. A A \kt<0 

l i - , fV 



Toruvofi__ 

- 

1 (®n # _ 

T*Ù _ 

Hotiri _ 

GWdr —- 


Wr- 

, li * 


• / Irtspector James L, McGovern has telephonic&Uy furnished { 

i thè following information. Gary Thomas ttowe, our Informant, finish od j 

' cross examination àt 3:10 p, m,, Washington, D. C., tirae, sùbject to , 
recali. His testimony was essentially that given by him In thè two £ 

previous state murder trials of Collie Wilkins turi thè defense attorney, 

Art Hanes, was unsuccessful in his efforts to shake thè informart, ■ , | 

« * ' t ■ ‘ r : , | 

As was done by thè late Matf-Murphy during thè state murder • 

1 trial of Wilkins, defense attorney Hanes introduced thè factor that thè 
informant had violated his Klan oath in dlsclosing information concerning 
thè Klan and for that reason his testimony was not worthy o£ belief, 1 

t* * « * 

| Inspector McGovern stated that it is believed that this tactic f 

* was unsuccessful and could backfire on thè defense slnce thè Departmental 
attorneys In refutation Were able to introduce thè entlre Klan oath whlch ^ *. 
provides t!iat Klan members Bhould cooperate with duly constituted law \ J 
e hforcement agencles, particularly in relation to crimes such as treason t . 
and nrmrdpr. • ' * Z. ‘ * *^-1 ? 




and murder, 
ACTION: 


The Mobile Office is contin 


;^ v . " 3 
ì contin m 


. * * ; 


:-■* * 


Pii:. 


follow th è tria l closely ' ' 


and will keep thè feureau advised of all pertinent developmentsT^“ 
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December S, I960 



MEMORANDUM POR MK. TOLSON 

MK. BELMGNT 
MB. DE LOACH 
MK. RGSEN 
MR. WICK. 


Alter belng advleod by Mr. Belmoni, 1 immedìaUly cailed thè 
• Attorney General and advlsed hlm that 1 just wanted to let hlm kaow that 

i_^ all three people vere convicted la thè case In Birmingham. The Attorney 

1 ?) General salti he was juat going to cali me and teli me thè Bureau did a 

tcrriflc job not only originaliy but In tha way thè teetlmony went and thè way 
^ they conducted tlitmeelves and lt was really a victory for thè Bureau as in 
^ this One. thè Bureau vas Usali on trial In a Muse. I atmted 1 thought it may 
bc- thè tuxning polnt. I stated thè defenfie counsel had mede a great issue 
ol thè iact that tho witnesa (Gary Thomas Kowe) had brokea hls Klan oath 
” and 1 tliottjùt that la Insultinjj thè Intelligence o£ thè Jury and that may have 
been thè tumlng polnt. Tne Attorney General salti that he and John (Doar?) 

—-* talheo over thè trial and declded one ol thè tltings which wa & really essential 
^ ^was that thè Bureau be put lorward In this. He stated thè Bureau was held 
^back, In a senso, In thè fctate court trial* and they ielt thè way to win this was 
h-. to rely on thè reputation ol thè Bureau and he thought that is what won it, 




4 l etated I wsu3 glad thè Informant carne through, &£ he Ls temperamental 

and 11 we had lost this we could probably not use hl^-ngain be cause he was pretty 
’ weli toro to pieces when he carne back troni thè West toast. The Attorney 
Generai stateti he thought U vaa terrine and l commsnted that I vaa happy sbout 

) 

X commented that ve bave mai Mississippi thlng te *JsehSpd961ll have 
to tace up some o£ these days, and thè Attorney General salti those ial lows m ust 
be feeling uneasy. I stateti I thought there va* a Ql&erent imfhbe in Miseìbs ippl 
totiay and thè Governar had helped materiali^ knd il ve can get to trial, I thought 
thè Supreme Court vould sostalo thè posltion thè Department had taken. The 
-Attorney General stateti be thought they vould in Mississippi but he diti not know 
ahòut thè Georgia case. The Attorney General retterated that he really congratu- 
latCP me and thè Agente in voi veti and I ezpressed my approdatimi to hlm. 

V«7 your». ~~SENT FBOU D. 0. I 

JL t R Time éL È—. 

DATE /2 /? ì'-i C 

John Edgar Hoover ( [{V '-r**t* 

Director ~ ~~. 1 


JR Rietini (9) 

_ roqm \—1 teletyi 


TYPE UNII 


SENT FROM D. (1 1 

TIME 


DATE L 

2 /? ìt§ ìT 

BY _ 







TO: SAC. San Francisco 

* - 

FROM; ^ Director, FBI (44-28601) 

EUGENE TEOMAS, ET AU *i- 

MBS. YIOLÀ^LIUZZO, AKA, ET AL. p. vicms 

CIVXL RKHTS . 




The Department has advised that thè House Commlttee on t . 
Un-American Àctivities pilans to subpoena Gary Thomas Bore to appear > 
belare thè Commlttee in Washington, D. C., probably daring January cf ; 
1966. Thls isin connection wlth thè Commlttee T a hearings eoncerning thè 
various Klan organlzattons. The Department has advtsed that il doee not 
; knerw thè esci nature of thè te stimo ny deslred Itoci Bore. ? ‘ 


-,'£••3 


s *. o . j 


s . -f . The Department has pointed out that thè Commlttee does ha ve 

| thè power to subpoena any Individuai in thè United States and that thè 
■| Department tìesires to cooperate with thè Congresslonal Commlttee. * , 

“iTJie Department has requested that thè lnformant be contacted and it.be-- I 
f - Bpeclfleally ascertilned whether or not Rowe ls vllllcg to appear belare **I 
thls Commlttee. ? .. : 





to thls régard, H is thè Department’s opinion that he shòuld " ,: 
be made avaflable, however, you should not In anyway iendeavor to 
JnQuence thè deetsion of Bowe elther ose way or thè other. The Bureau 
should be advlsed of thè informant’s opinion so that thè Department may be 
notili ed of hls feelings nò Jat^£ than 12/29/65^ - , . . 

1 - Birmingham (44-1236) 


MAIL PI 00* 


TELETYPE UWJT 
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JOC K. HOU TCX- 
M Cha k 0 N_ fCXWÙ, > lQ. 

dKQHOC r. UNM<^ i*_ m(L 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 

WASHINGTON 
January 7* 1966 


> 


f 



Honorable John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

The Federai Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

. I. • J ---■“ —---- ---- .... 

I am writing to ££Òress. thè atrong interest of thè Comnittée " *’* 
in interviewing Garv Thf maq linup, Jr, , former Federai Bureau of Invesci- 
gacion infonaant £n~£h£~Dnfté'd Klaas - of America, Realm of Alabama. 

I am advised that Mn. Rowe has indicated complete vlllingnesa 
to be interviewed by membera o'f thè Commlttee'a staff, although he has 
expressed thè viev that, as of^now, he is not.inclined to testify before 



n 


it in public or private sesslon. 

\ 

It is my request that \Philip Manuel, an inv e sti gator for thè 
Committee, be permltted to interview Mr. Rowe at a place other than 
Mr. Rowe'a eurrent residence, and'vpreferably in Los Angeles, California. ^ 
It vould be most helpful to thè Committee if thè meeting cculd talee place 
next Monday, January 10, at thè Hayfl^ower Hotel, 531 "South brand. 

Lofi Angeles. 


V 


flower Hotel, 531 "South Grand, ^ 

\ ULi 


For se curi ty purposes, I have had reservatirons^maefe at thè hotel ~ 

for that date In thè name of Mr. Manuel and Mr. Louis~Russelt; «notbef »- 
•taff investigator* With Mr. Rowe registering under thè namé'of Kr.YRussell, 
his presence should go unnoticed. The Contivi t tee, of course, will bear thè * 

expense of Mr. Rowe 1 s travel to, and scay in, Los Angeles. ■' 

If these arrangements meet with your approvai and are agreeable 
to Mr. Rowe, I vould appreciate your having a member of your staff ao 
notify Mr. Donald T. Appell, Chief Investigator of thè Cocmnittee, ao that 
Mr. Manuel can m&ke arrangement» to be in California by noon on Monday. 
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UNI 1 LU STATECI MVC* IN MENI 

Memoratiudm 


DA1T 


1 - Hr. Belmont 
1 - Mr, Roseo 
1 - Mr. Malley 
l - Ur. McGovan 
1 - Mr. Bines 


FROM 


SPBJECT 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET 
VIOLA LIUZZO, ARA 
ET AL. - VICTIMS 

civil Rioirrs 


Cary Thomas Foia our informant io thls case involving 
thè shootinn, of Mrs. Liu^èo eas advised of thè Department *s 
destre that bc testify befprc tie House Comalttee on Un-Amerlcan 
Activitics. Rome stateri that diri not destre under any : . 
clrcumstances to testify bejorg tbe Committee and in bis 
previous discussion vith Depnrfmental attorneys before thè 
last Federai trial he had mari*’* it very clear to theo that he 
did not visti to testify at pny future trials or beariqgs. 

He statori that insofar as tcFtirying is concerned he felt that 
he had fulfilled hlB obligation to thè Government and he 
feared lur his personal safelO’’ if he vere called upon to 
testify further, i 


General, r.jo requested that .tp determine Rove*s attitude 1 
regardin^ testifying beforo'llio Comrolttee vas advised oa -j 
12/27/6r> that Rowe had becri contacted as requested and that | 
nove had stated that he do':; not desire to testify belone th 
Committc*. Zachos vas advised that thè matter of vhether or 
not Rovo vould or should b** subpoenacd to testify in splte 
of his piesent attitude ia': strictly a matter between thè 
Department, the Committee nryi Rove, and thè Bureau assuoed ^ 
no furthor responsibility. ;> ptrv, tq — .V * - f? 


osu* 


coni 
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Memorandum to Hr. Be Lmont 
ReJ . EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL» ; 


ACTION : 

1, Attnched for approvai 
Attorney General coDflrming thè abo 
Mr. Zachos that Ro%* does noi wlsh 


lì 


Mr. Zachos that Rota does not vlsh *j testlfy before thè 
House Cotrmlttee on U^-AmerlcaD Actifities and that thè 
Bureau *111 no longei^accept respoiXibility t elther 
financially or securiby ulse for R<».e after Deceaber 31, 1965. 


s a letter to thè 
advice furnlshed to 
testlfy before thè 
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UNITED STATES GO' '"'\NMENT 

% 


Memorandum 


TU 


FROM 


* ti '*4 TVrt ¥ 



< 


subject: EUGKNE TIFCIIAS, ET AL; 

LIRS. VIOLf Uuzzo - VICTIU 
CIVIL RIGIITS 




date: May 11, 1966 

1 - tir. DeLoach 
1 — tir* Rosen 
1 - tir. Mal le y 
1 - tir. KcGowan 
1 - Ut. Hines 
1 - Mr. Wlck 









tir. St. John Barrett, Civll Rlghts Dlvlsion of thè 
Department advised on 5/10/66, that thè Department had received 
an inquiry from Associated Press regarding a statement made by 
Art Haynos, thè attorney for thè subjects in this case, who had 
allegedly stated that Eugene Thomas would never be brought to 
trial on thè state murder charge in Bayneville, Alabama, because 
thè Federai Government would not make Gary Thomas t ifl>w e availablé > 
as a witness. Barrett desired to know’whether or not a request // 
had ever been received by thè Bureau concernlng making Bove ^ 

availablé to thè state for testimony. 

. v 

I " It is noted that of thè three subjects in this matter. 
Collie Leroylkins was tried by thè state for thè murdgr of f 

"irs. and was acquitted. Subject ffilllam Orville ^àtpp 

who was net tried by thè state is now deceased. Subject Eugene 
Thomas has never been tried on thè state charges. The Government 
produced Kowe to testify before thè state grand jury and in thè 
ftwo stato trials involving thè subject Wilkins. The Bureau has , 
received no request to produce Rowe to testify at thè state ' J 
trial of Eugene Thomas. A check vas made vitb thè Birmingham , 

and Mobile Offices and they advised that no such request had been 
received by tfccse officcs. Mobile advised that thè only contact 
they had received from state authorities with regard to this 
matter was on 5/10/66. *■ 

- v* * * 

Alaba ma Attorney G eneral Richmond Flowers on that b 7c 

date(,caLied SA for thè putpose of advising him that 

in thè future Circu^^SoT^itor Arthur Gamble would have absolutely 
nothing to do with thè case involving Eugene Thomas. Be said 
that thè state might brlng Eugene Thomas to trial in thè Fall 
of this yenr at which tlroethey might want us to locate Rove. 

He made no request and SA did not comment on thè matter one 

way or thè other. br?s 

/ / CONTINUED - .OVER 
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UNITED STATES GO^'ANMENT 

Memoranjum 


DATE 


r. DeLoach 


E. Wick 


FROM 


SUBjECT 


EUGENE THOMAS, ET AL. ; 
MRS. VIOLA LrUZZO - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


Reference is made to memorandum from Mr. Rosei» to ^ 
Mr. DeLoach dated May 13th, copy attached, in which it was recom- —- 
mended and approved that John Doar, Assistant Attorney General, Ci vìi 
Rights Diviàin, Department of Justice, be assured that thè FBI had 
made no comment whatsoever to thè press re thè availability of Gary 
Thomas Rowe to testlfy in thè forthcoming state murder trial of . 
Eugene Thomas. On this memorandum, thè Director noted: "O.K. but 
I don't Understand why we don't teli anyone contacting our Field repre- 
sentatìves to contact thè Dept.as we have nothing more to do in Federai 
Field in this case. H.” ~ • 


In accordance with thè Director's instructions, we will 
continue to refer any inquiries we receive from thè press conceming 
this matter to thè Department. . e .. - 


RE COMM ENDATION 


None. For Information, 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
li-'Mr. Rosen 






UNITED STATES CO* XNMENT 

Memorandum 


boach 


OATt May 13, 1966 


moM 


Ut. DeLoaeh 
Ur. Roseo 
tir, Malley 
Ut. McGovan 
Mr. Hlneq 
Mr. Wick 


SubjectRUGENE THOMAS, ET AL,; 

URS. VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


The United Press International in a'release dated 
5-12-66 stated "FBI informer Gary Thomas Rove vili not 
testify again against three Ku Klux Klansmen in connection 
vlth thè nightrider slaying of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo. The -rrrrt 
release quoted a Federai officiai wbo refused to be * l 
identlfled as stating that Rove "has had a belly full," 
"They (thè FBI) know vbere he is, be just von't come back 
to testify," The release further quoted thè Federai 
officiai as stating that Rowe did not vant to testify in 
Federai Court in thè Federai trial in December, 1965, vnlch 
resulted i.n conviction of thè three subjects but thè 
Justlce Department pursuaded blm to and he then got a 
slgned statement that he vould not have to teBtify again. 


As you vere advised by my memorandum of 5-11-66, 
Mr*KfJohn Barrett of thè Civil.Rights Division on 5-10-66 
advised that Department had received an inquiry from 
Associated Press regarding a statement made by Art Haynes, 
thè attorney for Eugene Thomas to thè effect that Thomas 
vould never be brought to trial on a state murder charge 
hecause thè Federai Government vould not malte Gary Thomas 
Rove available as a vltness, Barrett inqulred as tto thether 
or not a request to produce Rove for testimony in a state 
trial had been received by thè Bureau, 


Barrett vas advised on 5-11-66 after a check vlth 
our Uobile and Birmingham Of ficea that thè FBI had not 
received any request to make Rove available to thè Itate t 
for testimony, ____ 

Enelosurexi'j— Cw// / A. I COPY BENI TO SUI. TOifiO*» I 


CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr, DeLoacb 
RE: SAGENE THOMAS 


Barrett was advised Alobnmn A ttornoy Genera l Richmond ' * 
Flowers on 5-10-66 had contacted of thè Mobil* 

Office for thè purpose of advlslng nu^Tnat in thè future > 
Circuit Sollcitor Arthur Gamble would have noth lng to do , y 
wlth thè case involving Eugene Thomas. He toldV||^that »✓ 
thè state mlght brlng Thomas to trial in thè fall, at which *' ; 
tlioe they mlght wantthe FBI to locate Bove. Flowers madè * 
no requeet and SA^pH^did not comment on thè metter one 
way or thè other. Barrett was advised that ìf any such 
request was received by thè Bureau it would be tmmedlately 
re ferrod to thè Departmeht.^ . \ 


Bubsequent to above on 5-12-66 Barrett advised that 
thè Department had received a rumor from tbe p resa that 
Sollcitor Arthur Gamble had mede lnqulry of SA & 

Rasident Agent of Selma, Alabama, three or four aonto^go 
concerning tbe avallabllity of Rowe to testify at thè Btate 
trial of Thomas. Barrett desired to know lf there'was any 
merli to thie rumor. 


SAHpl has advised that Sollcitor Gamble did not 
contact him reTative to Rowe being made available to.testify 
and Frye stated tbat he bas not talked to Sollcitor Gamble 
since September or October, 19G5, which was prior to thè 
Fenderai trial of Thomas and thè other two subjects. 


ASAC Edward S, Miller of thè Mobile Office on 
5-12-66 advised that Sollcitor Gamble has not discussed 
thè subject of avallabllity of Rowe wlth any Agente of 
thè Mobile Office. He sald tho~ ^3n 4-22- 66Gamble 
telephonlcally contacted SA '"Selma, 

Alabama, and sald that he was preparing thè Thomas case 
for trial and lnquired regarding evid ence. He did not 
make any lnqulry concerning Rowe. SA advised b 

Gamble that any questione be had Bhoul^bedirected te 
thè Department of Justice and made no further commenti 
Thls Information was furnlshed to Mr, Barrett on 5-13-66 


On thè night of 5-12-66 SAC McGovern of thè 
Birmingham Office advised that United Press International 
had contacted him at 9:15 P.m. and advised him tbat a story 
was circulnting attrlbutod to Art Haynes, attorney for 
Thomas to tho cffect thnt thè state trial of Thomas was 
callod off because thè FBI cannot find Gary Thomas Rowe. 

SAC McGovern answered tbe United Press International 
lnqulry-wlth **no comment. n 1 \ 
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Memorandum to Hr. DeLoach 

RE: SUGENE THOMAS. 

I 

| As indicateti above thè Department has been 

receiving inquiries from thè prese and lt le true that 
Rowe did not vant to testify in thè Federai trial of thè 
three subjects In Hayneville, Alabama, in late November, 
1965. 


ACTION : 

Attached ior approvai is a letter to John Doar, 
Aesìstant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, doniirming 
thè Information fumi shed to lir. Barre tt, .and assuring hi» 
that thè FBI has ma de no comment vhatever to thè prese 
relative to thè availabllity of Bove for testimony. 
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1966; he heard only of a parade permit for thafc date; 
he carne to thè field a few minutes after 12:00 noon; 
thè parade left about 2:60 P. M.; he followed and ob-, 
aerved thè parade in Montgomery until it disbanded; 
thè parade lasted about 25 minutea (R. 272-273). 
While Bevèrstein ivaa with thè Klan group, he did not 
hear anyone singly or conepiring with otkers to threat- 
en, injure, oppress or intimidate anybody (R, 274). 

NEIL P. SHANAHAN stated he waa a special 
agent of FBI (R. 276-277). 

Witness stated he had known a man named Tommy 
Rowe for about IVI* years. The acquaintance was an 
officiai one, inasmuch aa Rowe was fumishing infor- 
mation to FBI, and Shanahan had, since September 1, 
1964, been assigned to control his activitìes and re- 
ceive thè information. Rowe had been working with 
FBI since 1960 (R. 280), and Rowe gave information 
by personal contact, telephone conversations, and writ- 
ten information maìled in (R. 281). Rowe worked 
with FBI through March 25, 1965 (R. 282). On thia 
date, in thè moming, Shanahan was in communieation 
with Rowe who had information for him, which infor¬ 
mation was almost immediately seni by teletype to 
Montgomery, Mobile and Selma (R. 282-283). U. S. 
Exhibit 9, consisting of 3 teletyped documento, was 
identified by witness (R, 283), thè time sent being 
9:27 A. M„ on March 25, 1965 (K. 284). 

Later that'same day, Rowe called Shanahan again, 
and communieation was established about 11:20 P. M. 
Shanahan met Rowe personalIy'liT thè parking lot of 
West End Baptist Hospital in Birmingham, Alabama, 
and had a conversation with him. Rowe gave Shana¬ 
han a gun. The conversation lasted from about 12:30 







ah,:.. 1 : 2:00 A. M., thè morning of March 26, 
1965 (R. 235). 

On cross’examination, Mr. Hanes directed his ques- 
tìons ta witness to develop thè exact association of 
Tommy Rowe with FBI. Rowe had reported to Agent 
Blake prior to September 1, 1964, when Rowe began 
reporting to witness. Rowe was not a special agent of 
FBI ; he was not a special employee, nor was he a rega¬ 
lar employee. Rowe was an informant (R.’287). He 
was paid on thè basis of Information deìivered; his 
produci was selling information. Witness stated Rowe 
was paid for Services rendered ; he always had some- 
thing to sell (R. 288). Shanahan stated he had had 
other informants (R. 289). Shanahan presumed he 
' reeeived false information; could not recali any 
; :ic ìnstances; but did state he had reeeived infor- 
,-.;on he could not corroborate one way or thè other 


On thè morning of March 25, Shanahan reeeived 
word Rowe wanted to talk with him; Rowe stated to 
Shanahan he had been asked to go to Montgomery by 
Gene Thomas; this was shoitly before 8:00 A. M. (R. 
290-291). The delay of about 1 hour and 27 minutes 
from thè time thè information was reeeived until thè 
information about thè car was .placed on thè teletype 
was explained by Shanahan to have been occasioned 
because he was at home {R. 291-292). 

Rowe and Shanahan had a telephone conversation 
about 8:50 A. M., in Birmingham, then all was quìet 
until tfie approximately 11:20 P. M., telephone cali. 
Shanah^u^atayed in Birmingham all day (R. 293). 
During this telephone conversation, Shanahan told 
Rowe he had heard a woman had been shot in Lowndes 
County, Alabama; Rowe had asked him about this (R. 





Il 

295); Shanahan had heard thia on thè 11:00 P. M., 
news ; it was possible Rowe had also heard this on thè 
newe (R.296). 

Rowe gave Shanahan a gun which he kept until 
later that morning when he tagged it and gave it to 
thè Assistant Agent in Charge (R. 299). The gun waa 
examined by Shanahan; he smelled thè muzzle; re- 
moved thè cartridges (R. 299). No fingerprint exam- 
ination was made since witness knew Rowe's prints 
were on thè gun {R. 299-300). Witness did not know 
thè serial number of thè gun; did not know whether 
or not it had been fired ; did not look at thè gun in thè 
light (R. 300). 

Rowe told Shanahan about a ahooting ; they were to- 
gether about V/> hours; Rowe was not taken into cus- 
tody; Shanahan did not go to headquarters but re- 
turned home (R. 300). The incident was reported to 
thè Special Agent in Charge, Everett Ingram, at about 
2:20 A. M., March 26. , 

Shanahan worked further on thè inveatigation. 
Since September 1,1964, Shanahan had paid Rowe an 
average of $275.00 to $290.00 a month (R. 305). 

On redirect examination, Shanahan reiated thè con- 
versation he had with Rowe on thè morning of March 
25 (R. 307-309). Rowe told him Gene Thomas had 
called; told him to come to Bessemer; they were going 
to Montgomery. Rowe advised Thomas he had re- 
ceived Klan instructions as late as 10:00 P. M., thè 
previous njìght they were not going to Montgomery. 
Rowe said he would have to check with his immediate 
superior; Robert called an(Liold him to go to Mont¬ 
gomery with Gene Thomas. Shanahan thought it 
would be suspicioua if Rowe did not go and later ad¬ 
vised him to go. This line of questioning was objected 







to, buFTlbjection was o vermi ed on thè theory thjs ex* 
amination was merely thè narration of thè rest of a 
conversatioifprobed into by thè defense (R. 307). 

After'Rowe retumed, he related his activities to 
Shanahan (R. 309-314). These concemed Gene Thom¬ 
as, Wilkins, and Eaton. w 

Mr. Hanes recross examined Shanahan as to these 
activities (R. 315-323). Further, on recross'examina- 
tion, Shanahan stated he, Rowe, Special Agents Alex¬ 
ander and Downey left Birmingham for thè scene of 
thè shooting about 9:30 A. M., March 26 (R. 323-325). 
Shanahan had picked Rowe up about 5:00 A. M., at 
thè parking lot of GES store in West End, Birming- 
'*n, and taken him to FBI headquarters (R. 323). 

3V proceeded to Selma; stopped on thè outskirts 
.u.ic: :t /.geni; Archibald Riley; transferred to his 
.noie; ano retraced thè route of thè activity of thè 
preceding night (R. 325). The group started from 
thè Edmund Fettus (Alabama River) Bridge toward 
Selma ; went to Silver Moon Cafe but no one was talked 
to there (R. 326). The visit was to identify thè place; 
no one v»?s asked if Rowe and thè 3 defendants had 
fceen preseli-; thè night before (R. 327). Leaving Sil¬ 
ver Moon, thè men went down a Street next to thè cafe 
where Gaston Super Market was pointed out by Rowe 
as thè place where a U-tum was made to try to go past 
Brown's Chapel Church, but thè Street was blocked 
and thè next Street was taken (R. 328). Although thè 
distance or time was clocked, Shanahan did not recali 
thè figure (R. 323-329) ; he estimated from Pettus 
Bridge battk^o^Fettus Bridge along thè route traveled 


(8) Inasmuch as a narration of what Rowe told Shanahan 
would be repetitive, aince Rowe did teatify <R. 391, et 
*eq.), such narration will be omitted at thia point. 
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look about 16 or 20 minutes. Leaving Pettus Bridge 
once more, thè group headed east toward Montgomery ; 
thè distance was taken from there to thè place of thè 
shooting but Shanahan did not know who did this (R. 
329) ; he estimated thè distance to be about 26 miles, 
Shanahan 1 and his companions went on into Mont¬ 
gomery (R. 330) ; he did not know if they went by St, 
Fx*ancis Motel; they went back to Birmingham (R. 
331) ; it is about 25 miles from thè shooting scene to 
St. Francis Motel, t. e., 50 miles from Pettus Bridge to 
St. Francis (R. 332). 

The car at thè scene of thè shooting was on thè right 
side of thè road proceeding east, elevated above thè 
level of thè road about 4 or 5 feet, and about 36 feet 
from thè edge of thè road (R. 332). The road at this 
point was upgrade and straight for about half a mile. 
On down thè highway, Rowe pointed out thè approxi- 
mate place where thè shell casings were thrown out thè 
window (R. 333). At thè next major intersection, 
probably Lowndesboro, a Bwitch from Riley's vehicle 
was made to another car; thè party retumed to Bir¬ 
mingham (R. 334-339). Rowe did not point out thè 
Service station where gasoline was purchased thè 
night before ; or thè point where Rowe’s party missed 
thè road and doubled back (R. 334). It is about 110 
miles from Montgomery to Birmingham; it would be 
fairly dose to thè same mileage from Montgomery to 
Midfield, which is just to thè west of and contiguous 
to Birmingham (R. 339), . 

A 

Rowe is about 6 feet tali, even, and weighs about 
216 or 220 pounds (R. 341)^Xhe Rowe group waa in 
Thomas’ car, a red and white Chevrolet (R. 341-342), 
with bucket seats and a console. Witness was of opin¬ 
ion 2 big people could ride on thè back seat (R. 342). 
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Shan3han stated Rowe did not teli him when his 
group retumed to Birmingham; did not take Shana- 
han by the'filìing station it stopped at; he and Rowe 
went by£t. Francis Motel (R. 345). 

R. W. GODWIN was from Montgomery and was an 
investigator for Alabama Department of Public Safety 
on March 25 (R. 348-340). On that date, Godwin re- 
ceived a cali from FBI that a car, license number 1B- 
36964, canying 6 Klan members was supposed to be 
headed to Montgomery, such license having been is- 
sued to Eug-iiìe Thomas, Bessemer (R. 349). 

Godwin on cross examination stated thè distance 
from Montgomery to Selma on U. S. 80 was about 50 

" thè distance from Montgomery to Birmingham 
100 miles (R. 350-351). 

,..RL E , CAMPBELL lived in Montgomery and 
- ,s raalo c spatcher on March 25, which position en- 
tailed puttiag cails out to cars for assignment. A 
record of such calla was kept (R. 352); witness had 
such a record from 6:00 A. M. ( until 7:16 P. M., for 
thè 25th (R. 353). U. S. Exhibit 20 was a copy of thè 
foregoing record, with an entiy at 10:38 A. M., con- 
ceming a Cnevrolet automobile with a certain license 
number and a cali was sent out (R. 352). Exhibit 20 
was marked for Identification' (R. 354). Witness 
stated thè entry for 10:38 A. M., concerned a 1965 
Cheverolet, on cross examination (R. 354). Witness 
testified thè license number was 1B-36964, on redirectj 
examination (R. 355), 

E. J. DIXON was a state investigator for Depart¬ 
ment ofTuEUc'Safety ; was engaged on his officiai 
duties on March 21 and 25 (R. 356-357). On thè form- 
er day he observed thè Klan demonstration in Mont¬ 
gomery, described previously. Aside from law enforce- 
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ment pereonnel, he recognized only Robert Shelton. On 
thè latter day» Dixon waa ai St. Jude’s; at thè Capìtol; 
and at night or U. S. 80 (R. 867). He waa called to 
U. S. 80 by Major Jones, thè head of his division, to 
whom a shooting had been reported (R. 358). 

i 

A diagram waa exhibited to witness, which, with- 
out being to scale, depicted U. S. 80 from Selma to 
Montgomery; and witness had made certain mileage 
mcasurements (R. 358-359). Using such drawing, 
Dixon pointed out Alabama River Bridge (Pettus) and 
Craig Field (R. 349); Tyler Crossroads; where thè 
highway was two-lane and where it was four-lane 
(generally two-lane in Lowndes County) (R. 360). 
Witness also marked Dannelly Field and St. Jude's 
Church (R. 361). An inquiry was made about meas- 
urements to thè scene of thè investigation (R. 362). 
Distances were stated to be as follows: Selma to Dan* 
nelly Field—43.7 miles; Selma to Craig Field—4.2 
railes ; Selma to end of four lane—14.1 miles ; Selma to 
scene of investigation—27.4 miles ; Selma to four-lane 
leading into Montgomery— 34.4 miles (R. 363). These 
were placed on thè diagram (R. 364). 



On thè arrivai of Dixon at thè scene, he found thè 
body of a white woman in an automobile about 60 feet 
off thè south side of thè highway (R. 364). Mr. Doar 
showed him U. S. Exhibit 12 for Identification, which 
< were 6 photographs taken by witness of thè car and 

thè body in thè car (R. 365). They were admitted into 
evidence (R. 365). The automobile was on thè south 
side of thè highway facing east. The road was uphill 
toward Montgomery (R. 366). U. S. Exhibits 21 
through 25, blow-ups of therffTJhotographs of Exhibit 
12, were admitted into evidence (R. 367) ; and witness 
described each with particular reference to thè loca¬ 
tion of thè car (R. 367-368). * 
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'^ffltRY THOMAS ROWE , JR., testified he was 32; 
lived in Birmingham in March, 1965; had lived there 
about 12 or 13 years (R. 391). Rowe had oeen con- 
tacted by FBI about fumishing information concem- 
ing racial activities in and around Birmingham in 
1961. An agent carne into his home about this, and, 
at thè time, he was not a Klan member (R. 392). At 
thè request of FBI, Rowe joined thè Klan, Eastview 
13 Chapter, Knights of thè Ku Klux Klan located in 
Birmingham. He wa9 a member of that chapter 
through March 25, 1965,. although thè name changed 
to United Klans of America, of which Robert Shelton, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, was thè head (R. 393). Rowe 
attended Klan meetings; had known defendant Thom- 
ì about 5 years; defendant Eaton about 1 year; and 

t'endant Wilkins about 2 years; they were members 
.. United Knights o: thè Ku Klux Klan. All during 
:he 5 years prior to March, 1965, Rowe had fumished 
information about thè Klan to FBI on a regular basis 
(R. 394). 

Rowe carne to Montgomery on March 21 (R. 394) 
with 3 Klansmen, other than defendants, from thè 
Birmingham area to participate in a parade and mo- 
torcade. Witness was shown U. S. Exhibits 13 through 
18, so mar ced for identification (R. 395) ; recognized 
them as being taken on thè 21st at or near Cramton 
Bowl in Montgomery. As to U. S. Exhibit 18, Rowe 
was able co single out, among others, defendants Ea¬ 
ton, Wilki.is and Thomas (R. 396), whose faces he 
circl^d anr marked (R. 397). The automobile of Gene 
Thomas; was identified in U. S. Exhibits 13 through 
.o ancfl^iled (R. 398-399). 

Rov. r was 3hown U. S. Exhibit 6—three photo- 
grapha -;>,ad stated they were taken on March 21 at 
CiamtOii l.owl (R. 399-400). Witness was not shown 
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and did not identify U. S. Exhibit 10 for identification 
(R. 395-400) ; but these photographs were admitted 
into evidence over objection. AIbo, over objection, U. S. 
Exhibits 6, 13 through 18 were admitted (R. 400j. 

Rowe deposed he did not go to Montgomery on thè 
21st with any of thè 3 defendants. He was instructed 
to go to Montgomery on thè 25th by Gene Thomas, and 
Robert Thomas, such instructions being received at his 
home (R. 401-403). Robert Thomas was thè superior 
of Rowe in United Klans of America ; Rowe was Klan 
investigator for Eastview 13 unit and K. B. I. ; a Klan 
invegtigator checked on membership applications and 
other matters detrimental to thè Klan's way of think- 
ing (R. 403). Robert Thomas was a Titan in United 
Klan; a Titan headed a province of 6 or 8 different 
unita; Eastview 13 was in hìs province (R. 403-404). 
Gene Thomas was in Chapter 20 in Bessemer, also in 
thè province of Robert Thomas. Eaton and Wilkins 
were in Chapter 20 (R. 404). 

Over objection (R. 404), witness testified thè su¬ 
perior of a Titan would be Grand Dragon for thè State 
of Alabama, who was Robert Creel. Creel had been 
identified in one of thè pictures taken in Montgomery 
on thè 21st. Superior to Grand Dragon was Imperiai 
Wizard, who was Robert Shelton of Tuscaloosa, not 
identified in any of thè pictures, but he was present 
(R. 405). 

' ^ 

The instructions carne “from down thè road”, 
which itìeant Tuscaloosa, or Robert Shelton's Im¬ 
periai office (R. 406). Rowe deposed he told Shana- 
han about his cali from Gene'Thomas and thè change 
of plans; that Shanahan told him he would cali 
Rowe back (R. 407), Shanahan did so and instructed 
Rowe to go along; Rowe prepared to do so;'he went 




^"■ftrBessemer to a place about 2 blocks from thè Klan 
meeting hall; Gene Thomas, Wilkins and Eaton were 
in thè car; Rowe parked his car at thè house of Gene 
Thomas, a trip of several blocks (R. 408-409). 

Gene Thomas was driving a 1962 Chevrolet, thè car 
in thè pictures at thè rally of thè 2 lst. The group pro- 
ceeded to Prattvìlle. They discussed thè march they 
were going to observe (R. 409). The party arrived 
in Montgomery about 10:00 A. M.; rode around a few 
minutes; parked thè car; waìked toward thè Capitol. 
They were within a block of thè Capitol. Eaton, Gene 
Thomas, and Rowe were armed; thè guns were left in 
thè car. The four went to an American filling station 
where they stayed about 5 hours (R. 410), U. S. Ex* 
liibit 26 for Identification, a photograph, was shown 
;o Rowe, who recognized thè scene and recalled thè 
fiì’ing station thè -,Toup remained at for 5 hours (R. 
411). Jt was admitted into evidence. During thè time 
at thè fdling station, thè four stood around, talked, 
harasseo thè marchers, hollered at them, booed them, 
got in ai argument with some of thè colored specta- 
tors (F 412). The crowd reached beyond thè filling 
stau..»i j.doui three quarters of a mile or a mi le (R. 
412-11?; . 

A teljphone booth was located on filling station 
property. Gene Thomas and Wilkins got in thè booth. 
Over objection, Rowe testified he observed thè wire f 
was cut after they left thè booth (R. 413). The record 
is sileni as to thè condition of thè telephone wirè im- 
m^diately prior to thè time Gene Thomas and Wilkins 
ente; ^ th? booth. 

At thè conclusion of thè parade and speeches, Rowe’e 
group went to thè car; Rowe and Eaton armed them- 
selvea; Gene Thomas placed his weapon in a compari- 
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ment between thè bucket Beata of his car; they then 
proceeded to Jack’s Beverages locateci near Maxwell 
Air Force Base (R. 414-415). On thè way to Jack’s, 
thè four discusseci going to Selma (R. 415)1 Gene 
Thomas said they were going to Selma because they 
had'things to do; they were going to get them done; 
and they might even get some entertainment from 
Shelley Winters, a reai pig. The party ate at Jack's, 
staying probably a little longer than an hour. They 
proceeded to Selma on U. S. 80 (R. 416). On thè way 
a hitchhiker was observed by Eaton; Wilkins asked 
Gene Thomas to slow down to see if he waa a marcher 
and, if so, to "give him a little fun and a surprise”; on 
further observation, Wilkins remarked thè hitchhiker 
was too clean to be a marcher (R. 417). 

Rowe saw a highway patrolman later when thè 
latter flagged thè car down about 6:18 P. M. {R. 417- 
418). This occurred on thè four-lane highway next to 
Selma on U. S. 80 (R. 418), where thè radar was. 
Gene Thomas was asked for and produced his driver's 
license; was informed he was barely in thè maximum 
not to be ticketed for speeding; he was stopped for de- 
fective mufflers. A ticket was issued for improper 
mufflers, which Rowe saw (R. 419). 

The trip was continued on into Selma where thè 
first stop was Silver Moon Cafe, about 2 or 3 blocka 
from Pettus Bridge; beer was ordered (R. 420). Prior 
„ to this all four had 2 beerà each at Jack’s, but that was 
all during thè day (R. 420-421). The group remained 
at Silver Moon about 30 or 45 minutes, They discussed 
going to a colored A. M. E. Church where Shelley Win¬ 
ters was to entertain thè' marchers. While there, Gene 
Thomas left thè table and talked with a man (R. 421). 
Upon retuming, he informed his cohorts thè man was 
thè one who was out on thè Reeb killing (R. 422). 





GentTTrromas left thè table again and retumed. The 
ensuing discussion was abcut going to thè church. 
When thè gròup started to depart, this othenvise un- 
identified persnn from thè record carne up and stated 
he had done his job and for them to do theirs (R. 423), 

The four left Silver Moon, got into thè car, drove 
toward thè church, which was lcss than 12 blccks away 
(R. 423). Gene Thomas got thè car on a Street 1 block 
over from thè church. There a colored couple was 
walking (R. 424) ; Gene Thomas and Wilkins remarked 
they were going to have some fun and ‘‘take them.” 
Rowe saw an Army truck with soldiers sitting in it; 
thè four passed these colored people and went on. Gene 
Thomas removed his gun from thè compartment be- 
ì thè seats prior to this and handed it to Wilkins, 
.ing it after thè colored people were passed (R. 

Rowe and thè 3 defendants prepared to leave Selma 
over thè Pettus Bridge (R. 425-426); about 2 or 3 
blocks from thè bridge they were stopped by a red 
light; an automobile pulled up on thè left with a white 
woman driving and a Negro sitting beside her; Gene 
Thomas said they should follow thè car to see where 
they were going. Thomas said he thought they were 
going out to thè woods on a dirt road and park. Thom¬ 
as told those in thè back to get down out of sight; that 
they were going to follow and take them (R. 426). 
Thomas remarked he believed they had some of thè 
brasa. Rowe stated Gene Thomas constantly remarked ; 
thè two yere going out on thè highway and make love; 
that they were going to get them. The car was a light 
colored OTdS’hiiblle with a Michigan license piate (R. 
427). Wilkins and Rowe, in thè back seat, were told to 
sit up by Gene Thomas after thè latter started follow- 
ing thè car (R. 428). 
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Gene Thomas drove fast—from 10 miles an hour up 
to 90 and 100 (R, 428). (In what tranBpired subse- 
quently, Rowe testified there were Constant commenta, 
particularly by Gene Thomas, that they were goìng to 
take them tonight). Aa thè Rowe car approached 
Craig, thè Oldsmobile was in thè left lane, veered to 
thè righi, then speeded down thè highway. Gene 
Thomas followed at speeds of 80 to 90 miles an hour 
(R. 429). 

Rowe saw a green Volkswagon type station wagon 
and a highway patrolman at thè point they received 
their ticket. The next time Gene Thomas tried to go 
around, thè Oldsmobile was on thè two-lane (R. 430). 
Rowe saw a two-story building with automobiles and 
Negroes around it; Rowe wanted to go back to town 
and find somebody else; they were going to get caught; 
it was not worth it (R. 431). 

In a swamp area, Gene Thomas started around thè 
Oldsmobile, handing Wilkins his pistol (R. 432). This 
was a .38 caliber pistol. The rest got their gunB out 
on orders from Gene Thomas. Wilkins stuck his arm 
out thè window about at elbow length; thè woman 
tumed her head and kind of looked toward Rowe’s car; 
Wilkins fired 2 fast shots into thè glass of thè Olds¬ 
mobile, ìnto thè front window. Eaton started firing; 
Rowe put his gun up near thè Bidè of Wilkins’ head; 
Wilkins continued firing as Gene Thomas pas 3 ed thè 
Oldsmobile; Eaton continued firing even after thè 
Oldsmobile had been completely paBaed (R. 433). A 
little further on, Wilkins threw his casings out and re- 
loaded; then Eaton threw hùwiasings out at thè win¬ 
dow on thè right hand side of thè highway. The four 
proceeded at an extremely high rate of speed to Mont¬ 
gomery (R. 434). / 
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In" Montgomery, thè four went to St. Francis Motel 
and tumed in thè direction of Birmingham (R. 435). 
They stoppetl-nt a filling station between Montgomery 
and Birmingham about 6 to 8 miles north of thè South 
end of thè freeway to Binningham on another road 
(R. 435-436). After getting gas, Gene Thomas made 
a U-turn and retumed to get on thè freeway to Bir¬ 
mingham. The four went to VFW club in Bessemer 
(R. 436 h On thè return trip, Gene Thomas stated they 
were going to VFW Club to see* Bob; he would give 
them an alibi in case thè white woman and Negro were 
dead (R. 437). The four went to thè club; dìd not see 
Bob; they ordered 2 beers; Gene suggested going to 
Lorene’s for an alibi; Lorene ran a cafe; thè group 
"ent to thè cafe; Gene Thomas went away for about 
■.inutes; on bis return, he stated everything was 
.. care of (R. 438) ; she would alibi for them. The 
uktr hr.l a beer; left, and went to Gene Thomas’ 
li^use; there they disbanded (R. 439). 

Over objection, Rowe was allowed to testify thè pur- 
pose of thè Kìan was to maintain white supremacy by 
any means necessary (R. 442). 

On cross examination, Rowe stated he joined thè 
Klan in 1960 or 1961 (R. 452). There was a ritual 
during which he took an oath, part of which is in thè 
record at p. 453. After taking this oath of which thè 
above was a part, and which was marked Defendant’s 
Exhibit 1 for identification, Rowe admitted he di- 
vulged and revealed secreta of thè organization and 
thè names of members of thè organization (R. 454).! 
The Kl^n oath was admitted into evidence (R, 455), 
Defenda ntq ’ ^xhibifc 1, 

Rowe denicd he agitated and provoked thè Klan into 
fletivity; ror did he urge them to do certain things 
(R. 458). 
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While Rowe denied he participated in thè attack on 
thè first Freedom Ridere on Mother's Day in Birming¬ 
ham at thè bua station he admitted he was present (R. 
458). He went with some KJan buddies. Rowe ad¬ 
mitted there was quite a melee at thè bus station for 
about 15 minutes. After this, Rowe, along with others, 
got into an affray with 6 Negroes at 7th Avenue and 
18th Street, North. Rowe got his throat cut rather 
severely and was bleeding profusely (R. 462). Rowe 
went to thè bus station voluntarily and nothing forced 
him to go to thè scene of thè affray {R. 464). Rowe 
went to University of Alabama when there was 
trouble on integration matters, probably in June, 1963 
(R. 464). He was arrested in Tuscaloosa. 

Rowe admitted he was at'Sandy Ridge Country Club 
in Birmingham with Lt. Dave Orange and others (R, 
467). This club had a reputation for entertaining 
racially mixed coupleB (R. 468), Rowe denied he told 
some friends Lt. Orange wanted them with guns to 
meet Rowe at Sandy Ridge Club on March 18, 1965, 
at night. Rowe denied that prior to entering thè Club 
he said to men waiting outside, including these de- 
fendant8, “When I fire thè first shot, rush in and shoot 
hell out of thè place” (R. 469). Witness stated he went 
to Montgomery on Sunday, thè 21st, with Leroy Ruth- 
erford, Robert Thomas, and Jack Crawford (R. 470). 
The group met at thè house of Robert Thomas about 
9:00 A. M., and left shortly thereafter for Montgom¬ 
ery. This quartet went U. S. 31 South. He had his 
gun, but jdid not inquire as to thè others and did not 
know if they had them or not {R. 472). On U. S. Ex- 
hibit 18, a photograph, Rfisyfijdentified himself and 
marked thè exhibit (R. 475-476). They arrived at thè 
gathering around 11:00 or 11:30 A. M. Rowe did 
not recali any speech on that occasion by Robert Shel- 
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ton or Creel; he was not there full time (R. 477J. 
Rowe testified he heard Crawford and Rutherford 
make some threats, but not publicly in a speech (R. 
478), .Rowe participated in thè motorcade, whieh 
lasted about 20 or 30 minutes, then disbanded on thè 
Selma road (R. 478), These four proceeded on toward 
Selma; they saw some marchers (R, 479), 

Witness deposed he went to Montgomery on thè 
25th with thè 3 defendants in Gene Thomas’ auto¬ 
mobile (R. 481). This was a 1962 Chevrolet, red and 
creamish white in color, They possibly took Route 150 
from Bessemer to thè freeway for Montgomery, ar- 
riving about 10:00 or 10:30 A. M. The car was parked 
’n a regular paying parking lot. He left his gun 
car (R. 485) ; he asked Gene Thomas to put it 

. i a ; he was not sure about what he did with thè 
.:oiacer (R. 486), All in thè group left their guns; 
:hey went to an American filling station at Hull and 
Dexter about a block from thè Capito!. There was a 
crowd at thè filling station (R. 487); later a crowd 
in thè Street; very definitely curiosity seekers and 
mere spedators (R. 488). 

They left thè station about 3:00 P. M. (R. 489); 
went to thè parking lot; got into thè car; Rowe got 
his gun; they left thè parking lot with Gene Thomas 
driving (R, 490). Eaton was sitting in front by Gene 
Thomas (R. 490-491) ; Rowe sat behind Gene Thomas; 
Wilkins sat to thè right of Rowe. These were thè po- 
sitions mair tained during thè enti re trip. They drove 
to Jac|f's ( which is several miles from thè parking lot 
(R. 491), a rivirig around 4:00 P. M., thè trip taking 
about 2tr , 3i"25 minutes. They parked and went in¬ 
side; they ate; they each drank 2 beers (R. 492). 

Rowe and his helpmates left Jack’s about 5:00 
P. M,; they resumed their usuai seating positions; 
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Btarted to Selma (E. 494) on U. S. 80. A state trooper 
stopped thè car at a crossroads nearer Selma than 
Montgomery; he flagged them down with a light (R. 
495). Gene Thomas was cited for improper mufflers, 
i, e a waming ticket (R. 498). They proceeded to 
Selma'(R. 498) and first stop was Silver Moon Cafe, 
which was reached in thè vicinity of 6:00 P. M. t per- 
haps later. The car was parked and all went inside. 
Wìtness stated thè timo was “closer to seven” (R. 
499). Rowe and Thomas had a beer; Wilkins prob- 
ably milk and Eaton probably a soft drink; nothing 
to eat. Their stay at Silver Moon was approximately 
35 or 40 minutes; maybe longer (R. 600). Resuming 
their usuai car positions, thè group started toward thè 
colored church (R. 500-501). Gene Thoma3 apparently 
missed thè Street as he made a U-turn and doubled 
back toward Silver Moon, which was in thè same 
proximity (R. 501). Thomas then went on a dirt Street 
one block over from thè church, and returned to a main 
thorofare leading to thè Steel bridge (Pettus) (R. 602). 

The other car was seen about thè 2nd or 3rd traffìc 
light from thè bridge toward Selma (R. 502). Travel- 
ing from Silver Moon to thÌ3 traffìc light consumed in 
time about 25 minutes, maybe not that long. The car 
in which Rowe was riding proceeded out thè highway; 
Rowe had his gun. Rowe's car caught up to thè other 
car by going 10 to 16 miles an hour fluctuating to over 
100 miles an hour (R. 503), When passing thè other 
y car thè speed was about 60 or 65 fR. 504). From thè 
traffic light in Selma to thè place of shooting was 
about 25 miles and took about 25 or 30 minutes to 
reach, maybe not that long^When Wilkins shot, Rowe 
testified he placed his arm beside that of Wilkins; but 
did not knock Wilkins’ arm to keep him from firing 
nor teli him not to fire (R. 605). Rowe did not teli 
Eaton or anybody not io fire (R. 506). 


\ 
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* ÀÌEÉmhe ahooting, Wilkins threw bis cartridgea out 
thè window, then Eaton did likewise almost simul- 
taneously tIT:*506-507). At thè time thè speed of thè 
car was ,90 or better (R. 506), and thè road was two- 
lane, The car was in thè right hand lane (R. 507), 
fairly dose to thè edge of thè pavement (R. 508). 

Rowe next recognized St. Francia Motel, at which 
point a left tura was made. It was 15 or 20 miles from 
point of shooting to St. Francis' (R. 508), and time- 
wise 20 minutes. The left tura at St. Francis put thè 
car on thè road to Birmingham (R. 509). They stopped 
at a filling station, bought gas, and all went to thè rest 
room in lesa than 6 minutes. This Service station was 
'’hout 10 or 15 miles from St. Francis (R. 510), and 
about 15 minutes to reach. It was some 6 or 8 
beyond thè southern end of thè Birmingham 
*. iewa; and Rowe and ;he three doubled back to con* 
:::ct wùh thè freeway (R. 511). 

A county road was taken at Alabaster to Bessemer 
(R. 512), where VFW Club was visited on thè out- 
skirts of Bessemer between 9:00 and 10:00 P. M. (R. 
513). Each of thè four consumed right at 1*4 beers 
(R. 514). They remaìned at VFW approximately 10 
or 15 minutes, and then journeyed to Lorene's Cafe in 
Bessemer, about a mile or 2 from. VFW, It required 
just a short time to reach Lorene’s (R. 515), where 
thè four stopped for 20 or 25 minutes. Rowe had a 
beer at Lorene's and maybe 2; each of thè four or- 
dered thè same (R. 516). 

Leavìtig Lorene’s thè quartet retumed to in front 
of thè honWTTf ‘Gene Thomas, probably a mite or so 
from Lorene’s, which distance required only a few 
minutes to negotiate, maybe 6 (R. 517). On arrivai 
at Thomas’ house, all alighted from thè car; this was 
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about 11:00 P. M. After managing to get hìs car 
started after some difficulty, Rowe drove into Central 
Park (R. 518). Shanahan met Rowe at West End 
Baptist parking lot about an hour later (R. 519). 
After a time Rowe got into Shanahan's station wagon 
and the^ talked for 2 or 3 hours (R. 620-521). Rowe 
left Shanahan about 2:00 or 3:00 A. M., and went 
home (R. 521). 

Shanahan and Rowe next met about 6:00 A. M. t 
between FBI office and Rowe’s home (R. 621), where 
Rowe got into Shanahan’s FBI vehicle and was driven 
to FBI office in Birmingham (R. 522). Agente Shana¬ 
han, Downey and Alexander, with Rowe, left about 
9:00 or 9:30 A. M., to sojoum to Selma, taking U. S. 
31 to Montgomery, thence U. S. 80 to Selma. Rowe 
did not point out thè Service station where he and his 
Klan brothers stopped thè night previous for gas (R. 
523), but returning he did point out St. Francis Motel. 
However, no stops were made. They slowed down, but 
did not stop, at that point on U. S. 80 where there was 
considerale activity' and there was a car off thè road 
(R. 524). 

In Selma Silver Moon was given a pasaing glance 
(R. 525) about 11:00 A. M. (R. 531). The church was 
looked at (R. 532) and this group proceeded to Pettus 
Bridge and out U. S. 80, taking thè Bame route back 
(R. 533), slowing down once more at thè scene of thè 
activity on U. S. 80. Birmingham Was reached about 
3:00 or 4*00 P. M. (R. 634) where Rowe was incar- 
cerated in county jail. Bond was made for him that 
same night (R. 535). — 

On redirect examination, Rowe stated at thè Klan 
rally in Montgomery on March 21, Rowe, together 
with Crawford and Rutherford, harrassed and booed 
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Btate'oÌHcers, fccok picture.j of FBI agents, and tried 
to get a license lag number of fi state car (R. 544). 

Rowe relatei that at thè time of thè shooting Gene 
Thomas hsked Eaton what he was shooting. Eaton 
replied his ,2fì and justified this by stating he was 
using long riffe bvlieta which had to have their heads 
cut off so they vould fit thè chamber, making them 
more dea di y (R. 545). \ 

After Rovs s,ated he had been sent by FBI to in¬ 
filtrate thè Klan, Mr. Doar then questioned Rowe 
about thè Klan cath and had Rowe read 2 paragraphs 
thereof (R. 546). Mr. Hanes had Rowe read other 
sections of thè oath of allegiance (R. 547-549). 

'. PAUL E. SHOFFEITT stated he was a toxi- 

..;t and assistant director of thè State Depart¬ 
ment of Toxieology and Criminal Investigation sta- 
Rwied at Aubuni (R. 551). Witness saw thè body at 
White’s Chapel Funeral Home in Montgomery around 
midnight on March 25 (R. 552). That body was iden- 
tified to him as Viola Gregg Luizzo, and he performed 
an autopsy. This post-mortem examination revealed 
thè cause of death was “hemorrhage and brain dam- 
age as resuìt of a bullet wound which penetrated thè 
leftside of thè head" (R. 553). A bullet was recovered 
and thè Doctor received another piece of lead from a 
state investigator {R. 554). These were delivered to 
Roy Eveland, an FBI agent at Opelika (R. 555), on 
thè 27th (R. 556). After cross, redirect and recross 
examination, witness was excused. <,) 


(4) Sirice rnany of thè polnta elicited from thia witneaa and 
severa! othera which follow are otherwise developed, auch 
points will be deferred until that more appropriate time 
to avoid repetitìon. 




ROY EVELAND stateci he was special agent of 
FBI (R. 564-666). Dr. Shoffeitt on March 27, de- 
livered to him 2 lead bullets which were in small brown 
envelopes. After Eveland saw thè bullets they were 
resealed in different envelopes by thè Doctor and iden- 
tfied (Ri 565-566). Eveland delivered these envelopes 
to Marion Williams that sanie day. The 2 envelopes 
were marked for identification as U. S. Exhibit 28 
and 29 (R. 566). 

OUIDA LARSON lived in Selma and worked at 
Silver Moon Cafe (R. 571). She worked there on 
March 25 from 2 until 12. On that day 4 persona 
carne into Silver Moon between 7:00 and 8:30 P. M. 
(R. 572). Witness identified.defendants Thomas, Wil- 
kins and Eaton as 3 of those 4 persona and said she 
did not see thè fourth in thè courtroom (R. 573). The 
four sat in a booth and Bhe served 2 of them beer. 
Witness could not recali any particular person from 
among thè many others who were present at that time, 
nor did she remember how long they stayed (R. 574). 

ARCHIBALD L. RILEY was a special agent for 
FBI (R. 577). He was stationed at Selma on March 
26, 1965. He met Rowe and some Birmingham agente 
in Selma (R. 678). Rowe directed Riley as to thè 
route he had taken thè night before, from Pettus 
Bridge through Selma and back to U. S. 80 to thè 
scene (R. 579-581). 

On Monday, thè 29th, Riley was searching thè shoul- 
ders of thè road on thè Montgomery side from thè 
scene of thè shooting (R. 581). With some others, 
Riley found 5 .38 caliber shellsT'Which had been fired. 
These casings were identified on thè inside by a mark- 
ing, and handed to witness who mailed them to FBI 
laboratory, Washington (R. 683). ' 


him aa Q 16. These were thè Eveland exhibits (R. 
778-779). U. 3. Exhibit 39 (R. 679) was thè Thomas 
Smith and Wesson (R. 779). Test specimena were 
fired from thè gun and these test cartridge cases and 
bullets were thè ones used in his examinations (R. 
780). Ù. S. Exhibit 46 (R. 744) was thè Rowe Smith 
and Wesson (fì. 780). U. S. Exhibit 33 (R. 645) was 
thè Eaton .22 caliber hand gun (R. 781). U. S. Ex¬ 
hibit 50 was thè fragment of a .38 caliber bullet found 
under thè rear seat of thè car (R. 782). U. S. Exhibit 
61 was thè badly mutilated .38 caliber bullet reeovered 
from beneath thè rain gutter (R. 782-783). The bul¬ 
lets were admitted without objection (R. 777-779; 
783). Witness stated his opinion to be that thè bullets 
in Exhibits 28, 29 and 50 were fired from Exhibit 39. 
Exhibit 51 was not identified with Exhibit 39 because 
of ita mutilated condition (R. 784-785). This was 
illustrated by thè comparìson photograph3 of U. S. Ex¬ 
hibit 55 (R. 794). Exhibit 45, thè 6 casings on U. S. 80, 
was shown to witness and he stated he had come to thè 
conclusion they had been fired from thè Thomas S. &, 
W, f and not thè Rowe S. & W. (R, 787). This was 
demonstrated technically by U. S. Exhibit 52, a casing 
from a .38 caliber special cartridge fired in Exhibit 
46; U. S. Exhibit 53, a photographic exhibit prepared 
from photomicrographs of one of thè casings; and 
U. S. Exhibit 54, a photographic exhibit of thè other 
four casings (R. 787-793). Witness said: “These 
photographs (of thè bullets and casings) in and of 
themselves do not prove thè Identification; thè iden- 
tification is based upon thè microscopie study and thè 
experience of thè Examinep^^R. 795) Williams fur- 
ther stated his conclusion thè .22 caliber cartridge of 
Exhibit 42, taken from Thomas' car, was not fired 
from thè .22 caliber gun of Eaton, Exhibit 33 {Ri 798). 








CRTS29; 257-258), were erroneously admitted because 
they had no probative value as to specific intent under 
§241. See Point VI, infra. At most, thè exhibits could 
be used in contempt proceedings to show knowledge of 
thè court’s order (Cf. 231-232). Otherwise, they mere- 
ly show a peaceable assembly, a constitutional right. 

D. U. S. Exhibit 10 (R. 400), 3 pictures of cars in 
thè Klan motorcade of March 21 (R. 248-249), were 
never propedy identified and hence erroneously ad¬ 
mitted, nor did they have probative value. See Point 
VI, infra. 

E. Rowe testified as to thè organization of thè Klan 
and thè meaning of certain Klan expressions (R. 404- 
406). This was error because it was proof of nothing 

id sanctioned "guilt by association”, and had no pro- 

’.tive value of thè specific intent required in §241, 
See /oint VI, infra. As was aptly stated by defense 
counsel, "Klan organization is not here on trial/' (R. 
404) 

F. Rowe was allowed to testify, on thè question of 
intent, that he saw a telephone line cut after Gene 
Thomas and Wilkins left a booth on March 25 (R. 
413). This had no probative value as to a specific in¬ 
tent to deprive a person of a federai right made defi¬ 
nite by diviaion or tuie of law. See Point VI, infra. It 
is further objectionable because thè predicate was not 
laid as to thè condition of thè wire before they entered 
thè booth. 

G. The testimony of Rowe as to Klan activities with 
defendants and thè puvpose of thè Klan (R. 440-442) 
was htghly" prejudicial as offering to prove a specific 
intent by mere association. That thè purpose of thè 
Klan was to maintain white supremacy was legiti- 
mate, in and of itself, under Amendment I, and thè 
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addition of thè phrase “by ballota or bullets”, stated 
by Rowe to have been used “very often”, adda nothing. 
In fact, one would have to infer defendants used this 
expression, which is not a reasonable inference, òr in¬ 
fer they heard thè phrase used, which did not appear, 
and further infer they ascribed to it. As an inference 
on an inference it was highly prejudicial, since thè 
court on thè basis of this statement alone admitted 
into evidence U. S. Exhibit 41, a sawed off shotgun 
found in Gene Thomas' home (R. 694-696; 708-709). 


H. U. S. Exhibits 36, 37 and 38 were packages of 
rounds of .38 caliber ammunition (R. 662-663) and 
U. S. Exhibit 41 was a sawed off shotgun (R. 707). 
These were seized purportedly under a search war¬ 
rant, U. S. Exhibit 35. Rules 41 (b) (2) and 41 (c)‘ , \ 
Fed, R. Cri m. Proc., are qui te specific a valid warrant 
shall issue only on establishing thè grounds therefor, 
one ground being thè property had been used as a 
means of committing a criminal offense. These facts 
are considered pertinenti (1) The autopsy on thè body 
of Viola Luizzo was concluded about 2:00 A. M., on 
March 26, and a mutilated .38 caliber bullet recovered 
(R. 553-555) ; (2) The search warrant was issued pre- 
sumably during business hours of thè United States 
Commissioner on March 26; (3) The warrant de- 
Bcribed thè property as “guns, rifles, pistola, ammuni- 


v (8) Rule 41 (b) ; "Grounds jfor Issuanee. A warrant may bo 
issued under this rule to Bearch for and seize any prop¬ 
erty,.,. ., (2) Designed or Intended for uae or which is or 
has been used as thè means of committing a criminal of¬ 
fense; , . 

Rule 41 (c): "Isauance and Contenta. A warrant ihall 
issue only on affidavit swora to before thè judge or com¬ 
missioner and establishing thè grounds for Isauing thè 
warrant . . . (and) he shall issue a warrant identifying 
thè property , . ." 
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to 7*£lian 6 P. M. (R. 499). Ouida Larson testified 
thè four carne in between 7 and 8:30 P, M. (R. 572). 
Rowe stated they were in Silver Moon about S5 or 40 
minutes, perhaps a little longer (R. 500). If we grant 
Rowe arrived at Silver Moon at 6:45 P. M., and stayed 
35 minutes, thè time was 7:20 P. M. The trip to thè 
vicinity of Brown’s Chapel Church took 20 or 25 min¬ 
utes {R. 503). The time was 7:10 P. M., and they were 
atthe ord trt/ffic light from thè bridge (R. 303). Leroy 
Moton was quite positive he and Viola Luìzzo left 
Selma at 7:34 P. M. (R. 6Q9). 

At thè radar point 11 miles east of Selma, Rowe 
said he saw a Volkswagen type station wagon (R. 
•*30). The ticket for this vehicle was timed at 7:50 
M. (R. 628). Rowe said thè speed along this 11 
s >vent up to PO and 100 miles an hour (R. 428). 
.'rem Selma to tho scene was 27.4 miles {R. 363), 
uence 16.4 miles from thè radar point to thè scene, 
and 3.1 miles from that point to thè end of thè 4 lane 
highway (R, 363). Rowe stated they were going 60 
to 65 miles an hour when thè shooting occurred (R. 
504) ; Shanahan said Rowe told him it was in excess 
of 90 and 100 miles an hour (R. 315). At 60 miles an 
hour they arrived at thè scene about 8:17 P. M, Rowe 
told Shanahan thè shooting occurred about 8:30 P. M. 
(R. 310). Moton said thè time was about 8:00 P. M. 
(R. 610). 

Rowe stated to Shanahan that Viola Luizzo turned 
and looked directly at thè automobile just before Wilr 
kins and Eaton fired (R. 313). Rowe confirmed this 
position of Mrs. Luizzo (R. 433), and he said Wilkins 
fired 2 fast'shots into thè front window when thè back 
of their car was just about even with thè front of hers 
and before Eaton fired (R. 433). After Wilkins fired 
Thomas speeded up to get a round thè Luizzo car and 
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this was when Eaton started to fire (R. 433). (The 
testimony of Marion Williams, R. 769-770, is entirely 
inconsistent with this). Dr. Shoffeit testified thè bul- 
let entered thè head at a point “slightly forward of 
thè lower pari of thè left ear and ranged to thè right, 
slightly Vpward and slightly to thè rear to a point at 
thè base of thè brain where thè cord is connected to 
thè brain” and thè cord was almost severed at thè base 
of thè brain (R. 554). Marion Williams testified thè 
only bullet hole found in thè driver’a window, which 
bullet went into thè rain gutter, was about 2V£ inches 
down from thè top and about 6 or 8 inches forward of 
thè back edge of thè window (R. 765). If Viola Luizzo 
were looking directly at thè Rowe car when thè shots 
were fired and Rowe and she practically opposite each 
other it seems highly improbable thè bullet would have 
struck Viola Luizzo where it did and talee thè course 
it did. And, if Thomas speeded up immediately it is 
8Ìmiliarly highly improbable Rowe could have seen thè 
window “shatter and break” (R. 309-313), especially 
with Wilkins occupying thè right hand seat. 

Rowe said after thè shooting they accelerated to 90 
or better, and threw thè casings out at that speed (R. 
606) ; Rowe to Shanahan was 110 miles an hour (R. 
316). The casings found by Riley were .56 of a mile 
from thè scene (R. 591), which at 90 miles an hour 
would take 22 seconda, at 110 miles an hour about 18 
spconds, all thè while engaged in conyersation and un- 
loading weapons (R. 317-318). It will be noted Agent 
Riley fourfd thè .38 caliber casings scattered along thè 
shoulder of thè road from 2 to 8 or 9 feet from thè edge 
(R. 689). Common sense dictates thè conclusion cas¬ 
ings thrown from an automobile traveling from 90 to 
110 miles an hour would be caught in thè windstream, 
carried to thè rear of thè car, and in all probability 
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^woùT3 be in thè road. (Query: Where were thè .22 
caliber casinga thrown out almoat simultaneously?) 


Le^ving thè reene at about 8:17 P. M., they pro- 
ceeded to St. Francia Motel, arriving about 8:37 P. M. 
(R. 509). It was about 50 milea from Pettus Bridge 
to St. Francia (R. 386), so ìt was about 22.6 milea 
from thè scene to St. Francis. If Thomas were drivìng 
at speeda 90 and above, thia took only 15 minutea. 
There was a 90 degree tura at St. Francia to get onto 
thè bypass, a 90 degree tura at an entrance to Max¬ 
well Field, and another 90 degree tura to get onto 
U. S. 31 North, The Court ia asked also to notice 
judicìally from thè point around thè intersection of 
TT . S. 31 and 80 to Prattville was a congested area, and 
tt it was approximately 73.3 milea from Montgom- 
(St. Francis) to Alabaster, twoTricorporated mu- 
aicip-lities in Alabama. They detoured for about 12 
milea (R. 435; 511) and stopped at a Service station 
about 6 minutea (R. 511). Total distance was 85.3 
milea and at 90 milea an hour average this took about 
64 minutea or 70 minutes total. The lime waa about 
9:47 P. M. ( in Alabaster, another congested area, or 
9:42 P. M., if a 90 mile an hour average from thè scene 
to St. Francis ia allowed. 


From Alabaster to Bessemer, both incorporated mu- 
nicipalities in Alabama, over County Roads 44, 17 and 
52 and Stale 150, was about 23.4 milea, with three 90 
degree turila in Alabaster, 1 to get onto County 17, 
and 5 milea of winding, narrow road on County 52. 
Bessemer was also a congested area. This 23.4 milea 
at 90 milea an hour average took about 17 minutes and 
thè time w;.ia 9:59 P. M. From Bessemer to Brighton, 
both incorilo rated m uni cip ali ti es, and both congested, 
was about 1.3 milea, or 1 minute. The time waa 10:00 
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P. M., at Brighton VFW, which waa Rowe's positive 
outside time of arrivai at VFW (R. 613), ThuB, thè 
Rowe group traveled about 132.0 mlles in 1 hour 33 
minutes to average about 90 miles an hour. This is 
fantastic when one considera thè congested areas tra* 
versed, \vith traffic lights and thè like ; thè 90 degree 
tums; and with 20,000 to 30,000 people in Montgom¬ 
ery that day there most certainly waa conaiderable 
traffic on thè highway. It is submitted no reasonable 
man could accept this, or if he did, he was influenced 
by bias or prejudice. The statement of Thomas to 
Gettings (R. 724) was more reasonable and consistent 
in that thè group went back to Birmingham (Besse- 
mer) via Selma, which was about 120 miles through 
Prattvìlle or about 100 milés through Maplesville and 
Clanton. Leaving Selma around 7:45 P. M, t thè group, 
at a realistic average speed, arrìved within thè time 
testi fi ed to. 

Appellants contend thè verdict and judgment was 
against thè great weight of thè evidence, and inas- 
much as primary reliance waa had by thè United States 
on thè murder of Viola Luizzo, there should be a judg¬ 
ment here of «versai.' 1 *’ 




* 



(19) Many, many questioni could be aiked about thli caie, 
any one of which would ralse a doubt In thè mlnd of any 
reasonable man. However, to belabor thè evidepce now 
would add nothing more to thè error shown. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad 
Re: EUMENE THOMAS, ET AL. ; 

vioJjA gregg uuzzo, aka. , et AL., • • * . 4 ' - 

VIchMS; CR; EL * : - > 

44-28601? s 


Eaton died several months ago and, fa enee, cannot be tri ed 


In thè trial of Thomas, Attorney General Flowers decided not to use 
thè testimony of Thomas Rowe (FBI informant) nor thè testimony of Leroy Moton, 
a Negro teenager who was riding with Mrs. Liuzzo when she was shot. Flowers 
stated that several jurors in thè previous trials had remarked that they did not 
believe Rowe’s story because he had vlolated hls Klan oath and Moton made an 
exceedìngly poor witness. 


ACTION: 


Ì.* 


For informatìon. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


n 


TO s . Th« Dirictor 


FROM : N. P. Collahan 


DATE; 


7-/^7 


_•‘W *. *. * , 

i * 

é « è 

*" i i '’f - .* 

• v-' *■ « 

■ V , 1 •• r • * 

•S‘ti • ■■ ’ 
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SUBJECT: The Congressional Record 


IJ 




r 


i 


(li) Pages A3G20-A3521. Congressman Irvln, (D) Connecticut, \ 
alaced in thè Record ar. article entitled ''Convlct thè Killers fcr a Change" \ 
vritten by Alfred Baker Lewis and publishcd in thè Chicago Daily Defender 
in three installmenls on July 3, 5, and 6. The article malces’ referepee to 
he murder ol thè three clvil rlghts workere in Phiiadelphla, Mississippi^ 
ind state3 "It is known who did thè job, for sorueone pointed out to thè F. B. I. ' 
vhere they were buried and they could not havs been found otherwise. ” The 
irticle also comments on thè murder of clvil rights worker Mrs. Liuzzo In 
laynesville, Alabama. It States "One of those \vho was in thè murder car, 
jary Thomas Lowe, was ar* agent of thè F. B. I. who had succeeded in gaining 
nembership in thè IClan. He gave evidence at thè trial and pinned thè shooting 
>n Colile Leroy Wilkins, Jr. But thè defense coùnsel waved Mrs. Liuzzo's 
nenJbership card in thè NAACP at thè Jury, and thè Jury at thè first trial 
ailed to cor.vict and at thè second trial acqultted him. *' (Gary Thomai'foowe 
•as arxinformant from 2-13-62 until 1-17-66 per thè Domestic Intelligence 
MvLslob. ) _ 


nuwt » 

tnce \ 


i 


not nzro'^cD ^ 

133 jul 26 19S7 \ 


In th* originai ol a memorandum captioned and dated ai above, thè Congresilonal 
Record for was revlewed and pertinent item* were 

marked for thè Qijector'i attdntion. Thi* form hat been prepared in order that 
portion» of a top) of thè originai memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
In app^ìfj^g|Ke^i cqj^^^subject matter file*. 


Originai flled In: (o(.~ - / 7 ~l>/ —. ?//S 



On thè sanie cfrte, ilkins, an unmarriedauto mechanlc 
who had no mllitary Service, was arrested by IBI Agents In Bessemer. 
He-refused to make any statement whatsoever. ... . _ V 

; ■ t\ *, 

An autopsy was conducted by thè Alabama Department of . 
Toxicology, and thè report of a post-mortem examlnation of thè body of 
Mrs, JUoztio ehowed a bullet hole about one-half inch kwiìamete^r^he left 
face, one lnch f orward of thè lower oart of thè ear. 

lodged at thè base of thè brain. The buliet had gone through thè spinai cord 
at thè base of thè brain and caused almost Instantaneous death. Numerous 
superflclal smaii skin breaks appeared on thè left face and neck from which 
frammenta of iead and glass vere recovered. -, 



' ■ 
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At 10:25 a. m., on thè mornlng of March 20, 1965 ti complalnts 
authorized by an Assìstant Attorney General of thè United States were filed 
before a U.S. Commlssioner in Montgomery charglng Eaton, Wilkins, Thomas 
and Rowe v:Hh vlolation of Section 241, Titie 10, U.S. Code, in a consplracy 
to Injure, oporess, threaten, and intimldate cltizens In thè vlclnity of Selma 
and Montgomery In thè free exerclse and enjoyment of rights and privlleges 
secured tir:.ni by thè Constitution of thè United States. Ali four were arraigned 
thè same d:\te before a U.S. Commlssioner in Birmingham. Thomas, Eaton 
and Wilkins were represented by an attorney who had been pubilciy identifled 
as counsei of thè Ku Klux Klan. Thomas, Eaton and Rowe were released on 
bonds of $ro,000 each. Wilkins was not released on bond until March 29th 
tecause of a separate Federai probaUon violatori warrant outatandlng 
against him. 

Charges against Tlionias, Willdns and Eaton were presented 
to a Federai Grand Jury at Montgomery on Aprii 5, 1965, and an indietment 
was returned thè following day charglng all tliree with consplracy in violation 
cf thè U.S. Ci vii Rights Statute. Rowe was not indlcted by thè Federai Grand 
Jury. 


On May 3rd stata autliorlties began their prosecution wlth thè 
trial of Colilo Leroy Wilkins, Jr. # on a charge of flrst degree murder, 
Wilkins, Eaton and Thomas all had been Indlcted by thè State of Alabama for 
thè murder nf Mrs. Lluzzo. The case went to a Jury on May 6, 1965, and thè 
following t’ thè judge deelared a mi3trlal after thè Jury was hopelessly 
deadlocked. Rowe offered testimony for thè state In this trial. 






« 


Wllklns was retrlc 1 by tlie state In Hayneville, Alabama, 
from October 18tb to October 2?rA durlng whlch Urne Rowe agalli testili ed. 
The jury returned a verdlct of not gullty. • .1^. 

^ ■ /■ v . ■ ■ 
Followlng thè acqulttal of Wllklns in state court,. Wllklns, 
Thomas and Eaton were arralgned in Federai court, and all entered pleas 
of not gullty to thè Federai indlctraent. 


The three were tricd jolntly In U. S. Diatrict Court In 
Montgomery, from November 29th to December 3rd with Rov/e as thè 
Principal prosecuting wltness, and tlie Federai Jury returned a verdlct cf 
gullty against all three. On December 3rd thè Federai Judge sentenced Thomas 
Eaton and Wllklns to serve 10 ycars each In thè custody of thè U. S. Attorney 
General. All '.vere released thè followlng day on $10,000 bond each, pending 
appeal to thè Flfth Circuit Court of Appeals, 


Wllklns at thè Urne of thè shootlng was on one yeor’s Federai 
probatlon, v.hlch had been prevlously imposed against him on a charge of 
posse63lon of a sawed-off shotgun followlng an arrest by locai authorltles 
at Hueytown, Alabama, on March 11, 1964. Wllklns was arralgned in Federai 
Courty Birmingham, on December 20, 1965, and thè one year's probatlon was 
revokcd. Ho was ordered to begin servlng a sentence of one year and a day 
cu January 4, 1966. s * ' ,v ' 


William Orrville Eaton dled on March 9, 1966, at Bessemer 
of naturai cnuses. 



Eugene Thomas was tried for thè murder of Mrs. Li uzzo In 
state court In Hayneville, on September 28, 1SC6. On September 27th a Jury 
'returned a verdlct of not gullty. 

• v 

: On Aprii 27, 1967, thè Flfth Circuit Court of Appeals afflrmed 

tlie 10-yepr scntences Wllklns and Thomas had received on December 3, 1965, 
in U.S. Dlstrict Court, Montgomery. 
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EUGENE THOMAS; " J 

WILLIAM ORRVILLE EATON; '' 

COLLIE LEROr WILKINS, Jft. ^ ' 

* r-**t ' J i V T 

viola’gregg uuzfeo - vi orni ‘ f 1 e 

** -i ; * 

aVIL IUGHTS * ELECTION LA WS 



SYNOrsiS: On March 25, 1963, Mrs. Viola Liuzto who carne Irom Detroit, 
Michigan, cn March 19, 1965, waa shot to death while drlrlng her car along 
Highrray 80 in Lowndes County, Alabama. Earlier In thè day she had 
partìcipated in a march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, conducted by 
civil righfr, nrnkers. Mr3. Lluzzo and a young Negro maniere ri 


to Montgomery alter drlving marcherà to Selma. 



Together t '.cy cìrove to Montgomery and then to Seima. Alter leaving a tavern 
in Selma, thè tour men contlnued to Hlgbway 80 where they observed a car 
being driven by a whlte woman with a Negro passenger. Thomàs, mbo 
operateci die aut omobile, overtook thè LInzzo car aa Eaton and Wilkins filed 
into thè v'-'-'j 

,Òn March 26, 196a, Eaton, inomaa, vVilklns and Rowe were 
chargcd " Uh vlolatlon 


iyu;j, an Inmobuent waa returned by a Federai Grand Jury ht Montgomery 
charglng V, ll’ Ins, Thoraaa and Eaton with violation of thè U.S. Civi 


Statuto. The State of Alabama lndlcted Wilkins, Eaton and Thomaa^orctlie 

morder of Mrs. Liuzzo. Wilkins waa tri ed lor first degree morder'ou 
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On thè morning or March 26, 1965 , at 10:25 ^.m., 
f compia Ints authorized by a U. S, Aaeistant Attorney General 
were filed before U, S, Commlasioner In Montgomery, (hargiig 
Eaton, Wllkins, Thomas and Rowe wlth violatlon of SecTTon 2*11, 
Title 13, U. S. Code, in a consplracy to injure, oppreas, 

-A 

threaten, and In timida te citizens in thè vie lnity c C SelmB and 
Montgomery, Alabama, in thè free exercise and enjoyment of rights 
and privileges aecured them by thè Constitution of thè United 
States. All four were arra igne d this sane date before U. S, 


Commissìoner in Birmingham. Thomas, Eaton and Wilklns were 


represented by Attorney Nfa tt Murphy J^p ubilely identified as thè 
klan attorney^ Thorras, Eaton and Rowe were released on bonds 
of $50,000 eac/h that night, but WillcinB waB ; not refeàsfed until 
March 2?, Jtibi), in vlew of a separato federai probation viola tor'i 


1 


warrant cutstariding again3t hlm. 


(Mobile summary remo, *i/12/ó5, 
pages 300-305) 


1 Chargec agalnst Thomas, Willcino and Eaton were presented 

*\\ - 
- ® to a Federai Grand Jury at Montgomery, Alabama, Aprii 5i 1965> and 

ir * 

r/> yV an Indie tment was returned tho next day charglng all three wlth 

Z' consplracy tn violation of the U. S, Civil Rights Sta tute. yù- 1 ,,* 

( (Report of SA L 

5/3/65, at P 

1 State authoi’itioo utarted pròsecution wlth thè trial of 

VV* ’ 1 

/ £ollJc Leroy Wilklnn, .Tr. mi n firot dogrcc murder cbarge f 
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‘ May 39o5. The state hnd indie ted Wllkins, Eaton and Thomas 

for the morder of Mrs. The case went to a Jury on ^ | $ 
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May 6, I 91 -'5 j and thè followl day thc Judge dee la re d a mis- 
.triàl after thè Jury was hopelessly deadlocked, Rowe teatlfied 


■for thè state in this trial. 


r ied . 


(Report of SA 
5/2Li/65, at Mob 


Aj The state retried Wilkins in Hayneville, Alabama, 

) 

October 13-22, 1965, at which ti tue Rowe again testified, and a 

Jury returned a verdict-of not gailty, 

) ' (Report of SA 

11/16/65, at Mobile 

f Following thè acquittal of Wilkins in State Court, 

'l Wilkins, Thomas and Eaton were arralgned in Federai Court, and 


pleaded not guilty to federai indietment, 

. ftA» ~ (Re por 

npv Noverai 


(Report of SA 
November 16, 1 




ALI three were tried jointly in U. S, District Court 

in Montgomery, November 29, 1965, through December 3, 1965, with 

iS Rowe a3 thè Principal prosccuting witnesa, and thè federai jury 
Ni 

returned n verdiet of guilty againat all three, On December 3, 

' r/^ v 

X- 1965» thc l’edera! Judge sentenced Thomos, Eaton and Wilkins each 

W 

' \ to serve IO years in custody of thè U. S, Attorney General. 

All three were released thè following day on $10,000 bond each. 


pendlng appeal to thè Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. 5 * (} ' 

r j /. -r ó m • -- rf] “? j* " ' <*+■ * ^ ^ ^ 






f Wilkins at tho timo of this Ghootlng was on onejyear's 
ffederal proba tion, whlch lird becn previously impo3cd again^t him 
on a charge of possession of 1 sawed-off ahotgun f oliotomg an 
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San Dicfìo, California 
January 0» 1971 . ’ • 


GARY THOMAS ROWE 
also knovn as 
THOMAS NT:IL MOORE 


INFORMATION CONCERNING 
H>« in 


, i h ■** » 


On 12/7/70 thc ahnvc*ctìptioned individuai appearcd at thè 
San Uicpo Office of thè Fill^ànd providcd thrf'following Information*. 

ROWE advised he was r tutrcntly anemployèd'and had becn un- , ’ / 

enployed for sono tino and wrts exper"icncin*r financidl. dlfficulties / 
as veli as heing unablc to obtain emplo/ment. ■< Mie stated that as a t 
result of this, thè followinjj items had been preying orv’his inind t 
and he felt that thè FBI and,particularly Mr„ IIOOVER vere not avare 52 
of thè activitics of forner Assistant Attorncy ‘General JOHN DOAR. t3 
ROVilì hai thc hiphest praise for thè FBI, stating that”he vould be j i 
happy to serve iti thè sane capncity he had 1 in' thc pnst if he* 
vere in a position wherc he could ho ‘Of benefit.. Ite felt that he had 
dono a prcnt Service for his country. He stated, hovoverthat ho 
felt thc Departnent and nrtrticularly Mr. DOAR had nat.keen- fair with 
hin and citcd thc followinpi ; 
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